~ Drought Information Statement for

South Texas

Valid July 6, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service Corpus Christi, TX

Contact Information: sr-crp.webmaster@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated August 7, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/crp/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Much of the northern Brush Country and northern Coastal Plains remain in Moderate Drought (D1) with a
small area of Severe Drought (D2) on the La Salle/McMullen border. Surrounding locales remain Abnormally
Dry (DO).

Drought conditions are expected to persist across northern Brush Country and northern Coastal Plains while
the rest of South Texas is expected to develop drought conditions over the next 3 months.

Mainly dry conditions expected over the next 7 days with only isolated locales to receive minimal rainfall.

Leaning towards Below-normal chances for precipitation with higher confidence for above-normal
temperatures in July.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements

& U.S. Drought Monitor

S
vy >»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for South Texas

e Drought intensity and Extent

D4 (Exceptional Drought)S\[elals
o DPEFULEIICIT41Y): None

o D2 (Severe Drought): Portions of La Salle and
McMullen Counties

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Most of La Salle,
McMullen, Live Oak, Goliad, and portions of
Webb, Duval, Bee and Victoria Counties
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U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (D0) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D: (D! Drought (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 06/30/26

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

& Recent Change in Drought Intensity

S
“v.,.» Link to the latest 4-week change map for South Texas

e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change. U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map

o Drought Worsened: None. t\ 7 l _ £ 4

o Drought Improved: Portions of Webb, Duval
and sliver of McMullen, Live Oak, Bee, Goliad
and Victoria counties

o No Change: Much of the northern Brush
Country and northern Coastal Plains.

e 2-Week improvement of 1-3 classes across South
Te Xa S U Drought Monitor Class Change - Corpus Christ, TX WFO

Drought Change Since Last Week

33 2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 06/30/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
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Over the last week,
temperatures have
remained mainly normal
with the northern
Coastal Plains at 1 to 3°
F below normal.

While South Texas
generally remained 1 to
3°F below normal

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

across the last 30 days. e e
8 6 =y 3 21 0 8 3 -4 3 21 0
0 1 3 4 6 8 0 1 3 4 6 8
Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 06/29/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 06/29/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration . .
v U.S. Department of Commerce CO erS Chrlstl, TX



& Summary of Impacts
«"4'** ,3"\ Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
° Stage 3 water restrictions remain in effect across much of South Texas. Beeville remains at stage 4.
° Currently, the combined storage levels of Lake Corpus Christi and Choke Canyon are sitting at 15.6 percent as of July 6th compared to 13.5 percent one month ago.
Lake Corpus Christi is currently at 34.2 percent as it saw additional increases in storage, from 27.1 percent in early June to 34.7 percent as of June 29th.

Agricultural Impacts (https:/agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2026/06/23/wet-weather-low-prices-put-damper-on-texas-watermelon-season/)

° Coastal Bend: A tropical system brought substantial moisture to the district, with some counties averaging 4-4.5 inches or more during the week.
Rain left fields flooded and crops waterlogged. Corn, sorghum and cotton were at risk of acre losses in the most severely affected fields, especially
if more rain arrived before conditions dried. Early planted corn was beginning to dry down in some areas, and plants in saturated low spots
showed stress. There were reports of mature grain sorghum sprouting in standing water, though the full extent of damage was not yet known.
Rice was progressing and in fair to good condition, with some fields headed. Pasture and rangeland conditions were fair to excellent and continued
to improve with the regular moisture, but hay harvest remained broadly stalled due to wet conditions. Some producers still had not completed a
first cutting. Rice delphacid nymphs were found in low numbers in rice fields in one county. Pasture mealybug spread across multiple counties, and
New World screwworm monitoring remained a priority for livestock producers, with flies and mosquitoes requiring additional management.

° South: Significant rainfall events brought 2-6 inches or more to many parts of the district during the week, including a tropical system that pushed
moisture through the Lower Rio Grande Valley, dramatically improving soil moisture, pasture conditions and crop development. Temperatures
exceeded 100 degrees on multiple days in several counties, with humid nights adding to heat stress on livestock. Grain sorghum harvest had
begun in some areas but was suspended as wet field conditions made equipment access impossible. Some sorghum fields continued to mature.
Cotton was squaring across much of the district and benefited from the rainfall. Corn was advancing through silking and dough stages with some
early planted fields beginning to dry down. Citrus and sesame also benefited from the rainfall, while watermelon and carrot harvests concluded
for the season. Rangeland and pasture conditions were fair to excellent and improving. Cattle and calves were in good condition. Stock tanks were
full. Hay cutting was beginning or expected to start soon where producers could find dry windows. New World screwworm monitoring was a
central concern, with producer meetings drawing crowds and ranchers actively preparing management responses.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2026/06/23/wet-weather-low-prices-put-damper-on-texas-watermelon-season/

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

Fire Hazard Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time

Other Impacts

e Beeville under stage 4 emergency water shortage restrictions and Local State of Disaster Issued
(https:/www.beevilletx.gov/news/post/10042/ )( https://www.beevilletx.gov/news/post/10036/)
Corpus Christi under stage 3 water restrictions ( https:/www.cctexas.com/)
Portland under stage 3 water restrictions
Aransas Pass under stage 3 water restrictions
Kingsville under stage 3 water restrictions (https://stwa.org/recent-news)
Mathis under stage 3 water restrictions ( https://www.cityofmathis.com/213/Water-Restrictions)
Laredo under stage 2 water restrictions ( https://laredoutilities.com/water-conservation-program/)
Victoria under stage 1 water restrictions
(https:/www.victoriatx.gov/m/NewsFlash/Home/Detail/2222)
e Other South Texas communities under restrictions can be found here

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration ..
v Corpus Christi, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.beevilletx.gov/news/post/10042/
https://www.beevilletx.gov/news/post/10036/
https://www.cctexas.com/
https://stwa.org/recent-news
https://www.cityofmathis.com/213/Water-Restrictions
https://laredoutilities.com/water-conservation-program/
https://www.victoriatx.gov/m/NewsFlash/Home/Detail/2222
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/trot/droughtw.html

Agricultural Impacts

Crop Moisture Index @
Value for the June 21 - 27, 2026 v

Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

e Crop Moisture Index for
most of South Texas
ranges 2.0 to 2.9,
however the Rio Grande
Plains have a Crop
Moisture Index ranging

from 1.0 to 1.9, and the
Coastal Bend above 3.0. Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND i
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
'WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2to29
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to1 M Above 3
-0.9to.9
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The Significant
Wildland Fire
Potential Outlook
for July and August
is forecast to be
near normal across
South Texas.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
August 2026
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential
M Above [ State Boundary

Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for July 3,
2026-July 10, 2026

e Rainupto 0.1 inch forecast over
some isolated locales during the next
/ days across South Texas.

e Otherwise, mainly dry across the
region.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 07/03/26

courtesy of Drought.gov
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Precipitation outlook
for July across all of

South Texas has
33-50% of
below-normal
chances.

Temperatures across

of South Texas is
expected to be
60-70%

above-normal for
July.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

& Long-Range Outlooks

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for July 1, 2026-July 31,
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 66% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
33% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/30/26

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Temperature Outlook for July 1, 2026-July 31,

[t

—

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/30/26

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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e Much of South Texas is
now expected to develop
drought conditions over
the next 3 months

e The outlook is also
forecasting drought
conditions to persist
across the northern
Brush Country, and
northern Coastal Plains.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

é Drought Outlook

S
v, ,.3 The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for June 30,
2026-September 30, 2026

Drought Is Predicted To...

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 06/30/26

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

