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CARIBE WAVE/LANTEX 2013 Timeline 
32 days until exercise date 
Action Due Date 

1rst Draft Circulated among 
Task Team 

July 1, 2012 

2nd Draft Circulated among ICG 
CARIBE EWS TNC/TWFP 

September 1, 2012 

Final Exercise Manual 
Available on Line 
 

November 1, 2012 

Circular Letter Issued by IOC November  15, 2012 

1rst Webinar Mid- Late January, 2013 

2nd Webinar Mid – Late February 2013 

Exercise March 20, 2013 

Exercise Questionnaire Due April 1, 2013 

Report ICG CARIBE EWS VIII 



Previous Webinar 

• Presentation is on line at 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/ctwp/ 

• Reference Frame– UNESCO and 
NOAA/SNM/NTHMP 

• Summary of CARIBE WAVE/LANTEX 2013 
• Justifications for 2013 Exercise 
• Objectives and Goals of 2013 exercise 
• Tsunami and Earthquake Scenario 
• Products 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/ctwp/�


Agenda  

• Goals 

• Summary of Exercise 

• Communications and Products 

• Media Arrangements 

• Evaluation 



Goals 

• Participation of 85% of the Member States of ICG 
CARIBE EWS (75% participation in 2011) 

• Compliance with the time line 
• 75 % of the Member States involve community 

participation (61% had community involvement 
in 2011) 

• 100% of focal points receive the dummy message 
thru one of the official means (90% received in 
2011) 

• 100% of countries submit exercise questionnaire 
(94% submitted in 2011) 



Exercise Manual 
• The exercise manual is available 

at www.caribewave.info 
 

• It includes suggested actions as 
well as a description of the 
scenario, the time table, travel 
times and expected wave heights, 
figures and samples of the 
messages that would be issued 
for such an event and the website 
link to evaluation questionnaire. 
 

 

http://www.caribewave.info/�


CARIBE WAVE 13 

• March 20, 2013 
• 13h00 UTC 
• M 8.5 north of 

Aruba 
• Kick off messages 

will be issued by 
PTWC and 
WCATWC.  Other 
warning 
monitoring centers 
will also be issuing 
products. 



RIFT (Rapid Inundation Forecasting of Tsunamis) graphic 
with the travel times and coastal amplitude heights of 

the tsunamis (Charles McCreery, US NWS PTWC). 
 



CARIBE EWS Proposed Forecast Polygons (Charles McCreery, US NWS PTWC). 
 

Opportunity to Evaluate New Products 
these products will be available via web 

www.caribewave.info 
before the exercise, will not be sent out via email 

http://www.caribewave.info/�


Clarification on Wave Heights 

WCATWC Message #3 : 
ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS OF TSUNAMI ACTIVITY - UPDATED 
SITE OF MEASUREMENT         TIME                        OBSERVED MAX TSUNAMI HEIGHT  
WILLEMSTAD CURACAO         0929 AST  03/20    05.8FT 

  
PTWC Message #3: 
GAUGE LOCATION                  LAT LON    TIME              AMPL                PER 
WILLEMSTAD CURACAO    12.1N 68.9W 1359Z 3.44M / 11.2FT    20MIN 

• Significado de Amplitud es altura de ola, no de 
pico a valle, si no sobre nivel de mar 





Product Types Issued for Dummy 
Message with Transmission Methods 

 

12 

In the case of WCATWC the Dummy message will be issued with  
WMO ID WEXX30 PAAQ (instead of  WEXX20 PAAQ) and AWIPS ID TSUATE   
(instead of TSUAT1). 



Message Chronology 



Simulated tsunami messages that will 
be provided by PTWC and WC/ATWC: 

 
Warning 

– Watch  

– Advisory 

Cancellation 

 

Caribbean Wide Tsunami 
Watch 

Cancellation 

 

• West Coast/Alaska 
Tsunami Warning 
Center 

 

 

• Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center 



ALL THE SIMULATED MESSAGES WILL BE SENT OUT LIVE 
VIA EMAIL, BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE 

REGISTERED.   At the moment 35 have registered 
(Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Barbados, 

Cayman Islands, Dom. Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Nevis, PR, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos, 

UNESCO, US Mainland, USVI, Venezuela and Chile ) 

 www.caribewave.info 

http://www.caribewave.info/�








Cont. PTWC 







Member State Participation 

• Member States to establish their own national 
task teams to determine the scope of their 
national participation and testing; 

 



Media Arrangements 

 
• PRSN Tsunami Media Guide 

(http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/mediakit/) 
• Seismic Research Unit Tsunami and other Coastal 

Hazards WS Media Information Kit 
(http://www.uwiseismic.com).   

• Sample press release in Handbook which can be 
adapted as necessary. 

• NOAA and UNESCO will be issuing press releases 
in advance of the event 
 

http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/mediakit/�
http://www.uwiseismic.com/�


Actions in Case of a Real Event 
  

• In the case of a real event occurring during the 
exercise, the TWCs will issue their normal 
messages for the event.  Such messages will be 
given full priority and a decision will be made by 
the TWCs whether to issue the dummy message 
and to send email messages to registered 
recipients.  Smaller earthquakes that only trigger 
a Tsunami Information Statement will not disrupt 
the exercise. All documentation and 
correspondence relating to this exercise is to be 
clearly identified as “CARIBE WAVE 13/LANTEX 
13” and “Exercise.” 
 



Procedure for False Alarm 

• Any time disaster response exercises are 
conducted, the potential exists for the public 
or media to interpret the event as real.  
Procedures should be set up by all 
participating entities to address public or 
media concerns involving this exercise in case 
of mis-interpretation by media or the public.  

 



Evaluation Form 
To be completed by individuals  by April 1, 2013 Open 

to all, but Only 1 Report to be submitted by each 
Tsunami National Contact 

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/caribewave13_eval  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/caribewave13_eval�


Resources 

• Draft IOC Manual “How to plan, 
conduct and evaluate tsunami 
exercises” which will also be a 
useful resource (English and 
Spanish). 

• CARIBE WAVE 2011 Manual 
• CARIBE WAVE 2011 Report 

(Draft) 
• PTWC Communications Plan for 

the Caribbean 
 
 



CARIBE WAVE LANTEX 2013 Task Team 
• Chair of CARIBE EWS-Christa von Hillebrandt 
• Chairs of Working Group 1, 2, 3 and 4-Emilio Talavera, 

Narcisse Zahibo, Liz Klute and Kerry Hinds. 
• Manager Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program (Leader)-

Christa von Hillebrandt 
• Director of Caribbean Tsunami Information Center 
• Director ITIC-Laura Kong 
• Director Pacific Tsunami Warning Center-Charles McCreery 
• Director West Coast/Alaska Tsunami Warning Center-Paul 

Whitmore 
• Director of CDEMA 
• Director of CEPREDENAC-delegated to Wilfred Strauch 
• Technical Secretary ICG CARIBE EWS-Bernardo Aliaga 

 



Additional Info 
 

– Additional materials will 
be added to CTWP and 
PRSN websites. 

– Send links of other 
national pages to 
christa.vonh@noaa.gov 
to include on CTWP and 
PRSN websites 

– This presentation is 
available on CTWP 
website 

 

 

mailto:christa.vonh@noaa.gov�


Webinars 

24 de enero en español  

25 January in English  

14 de febrero en español 

15 February in English 

 

A third one is under consideration closer to 
March 20, 2013 

 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/357740440�
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/145647640�
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/349013841�
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/173532737�


Questions, Comments 

Thank you for participating 
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