2.6 Update on Current and Future NOAA Satellite Systems (Emily Harrod, Eugene Legg, George Serafino)

· NOAA/GOES Status – George Serafino
A status of the two operational NOAA geostationary satellites (GOES-11 and GOES-12) was provided, along with recent developments in the deployment of GOES-10 over South America including examples of imager and sounder coverage and sectorization. An update was provided on the GOES-13 satellite (currently in storage) with respect to results from a comprehensive science test involving actual data transmitted from the imager and sounder with plans for annual instrument testing. New features on GOES-13 were discussed including imaging/sounding through eclipses, improved calibration, and analog WEFAX replacement by the digital LRIT service, among others. Finally, a brief summary of the greatly enhanced capabilities of the GOES-R series of platforms was provided for informational purposes, with the first launch scheduled for late 2014. 
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