 Drought Information Statement for
= NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin

Valid March 19, 2026

Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN

— ~ Contact Information:

S e Next Update: Friday, April 17, 2026
e g Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Much of the Northland is in Moderate (D1) or Severe (D2) Drought
conditions as of mid March.

Drought conditions have improved over the last month for much
of northwest Wisconsin and parts of Arrowhead.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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U.S. Drought Monitor
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4 E a"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

Drought intensity and Extent

o D2(Severe Drought): Interstate 35 corridor.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Limited area of
northwest WI and much of northeast MN.

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Pockets of
Borderlands, Arrowhead, far southern Crow

Wing / Cass / Pine County and northwest WI.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought
(D1) (D2) (D3)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov

Exceptional
Drought (D4)

Data Valid: 03/17/26

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1773946666773099&usg=AOvVaw3bZanTuwveDsuzIxz3uz1l

e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change. U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change
1 Week

o Drought Worsened: Not applicable. =
o No Change: Remainder of the area.

o Drought Improved: Much of Northwest WI
and sliver of the MN/WI stateline area.

Drought Change Since Last Week

53’ -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 03/17/26

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DUlUth, MN
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‘& Precipitation

2N <) Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month

o

o RegiOnal Precipitation (in) Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
2/17/2026 — 3/18/2026 2/17/2026 - 3/18/2026

precipitation in

3.75
the past month 3
is at or above
105
normal over the
0
last month.
-1.5
—~2.25
—~3
-3.75
Generated 3/19/2026 using provisional data ACIS Web Servicenerated 3/19/2026 using provisioral data. ACIS Web Service:
@ XftionaLo?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V us. DepartmpemofCommerce DUl.Uth, MN
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é Temperature

Yoy >»> Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month

e Average Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
2/17/2026 - 3/18/2026

temperatures 2/17/2026 - 3/18/2026

have been -2
to +4 degrees
either side of
normal over
the past
month.

) o )  ted 3/19/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services
rated 3/19/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Ser

@ zftiona:‘%eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DUlUth, MN
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit

\ON
‘\

***

Hydrologic Impacts

e Streamflows are largely running near to below normal where streams are not frozen over. (USGS Streamflow)

Other Impacts
e Unknown at this time.

Mitigation Actions

e Unknown at this time.

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm
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Streams are running
near to below normal

Streamflow: Status

ol

Upper L ! | # Above flood stage
for most of the region feilRed Lake R , All-time high forthis  100* percentile
Qower Vermilion ° )
where streams are not ed'Lake Lake 003pinc day (maximum)
frozen over. Bien V(o a? ° s ,,/'"' Much above normal  >90* percentile
o i}
Winnibigoshish * e 45 Above normal 76" - 90" percentile

o
Leech ©_ Toivola Swamp  Cloaust
Lake sigciiagy %

PRI

Normal 25 — 75" percentile

- Island Farm Swamp Below normal 10" - 24% percentile
@ -
® Much below normal  <10* percentile
&
All-time low for this
< ® “Mille e 0* percentile (minimum)
Lacs : ion of day
Lak
¢ o ° Not flowing
e % Not ranked
St Cloud 5
e & Measurement flag
2, £ o
(T o0 P -
©s,0 S e o Recent measurement unavailable
Willmar 2 =i &
Mirfe 1[~'-I8q; ,i) e 0 g
Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid
3/19/2026

@ thiona:‘o?ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DU luth, M N



Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

9
4y &5 Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

. Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook 3
e No rapid onset drought expected. @ Valid: March 26 - April 1, 2026

< /High Winds
3/26

‘NO HAZARDS POSTED

Flooding Possible

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

For nationwide drought coverage, please ;’M‘ . .
P 3 Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen

visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu o
Climate Prediction Center Follow us: €@ X
Released: March 18, 2026 3:00 PM EDT www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration Duluth, MN

U.S. Department of Commerce
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