
Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Drought Information Statement for 
NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin 
Valid July 31, 2026
Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN
Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov

● Next Update: Friday, August 14, 2026
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
● Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

● Moderate (D1) to Severe (D2) Drought conditions for nearly the 
entire Northland. 

● Abnormally dry conditions (D0) in a pocket of Burnett and 
Washburn Counties.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.commerce.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729496661&usg=AOvVaw1beooHkD5qnioJnWUNv-3j
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729497092&usg=AOvVaw0RWtP9n7_O-h2i40OP7vMR
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729500139&usg=AOvVaw3Yttpr5BlZ3ltwDXfOi7Ci
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729515179&usg=AOvVaw12NCkCpGZFoq5nBlsRAkSe
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729751245&usg=AOvVaw21Xf8zJlHDpXP5-83Sg8IP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729751426&usg=AOvVaw2oKisNokFfpamQqf3OxOGE
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546729751501&usg=AOvVaw1XpvIOxsxwx4jwZzbATe2w


National Weather Service
[AREA]

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D2 (Severe Drought): Most of northeast 

Minnesota and parts of north-central WI.

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Central MN to the 
MN/WI stateline and across most of 
northwest Wisconsin.

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): Sliver of Burnett and 
Washburn Counties.

U.S. Drought Monitor

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546730019735&usg=AOvVaw1kJXXbZbgkK76hsLT3Oj-p


National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin

● One Week Drought Monitor Class Change. 

○ Drought Worsened: Arrowhead to Twin 
Ports to MN/WI Stateline to north-central 
Wisconsin and sliver of north-central MN.
 

○ Drought Improved: No drought 
improvement areas.

○ No Change: Remainder of the area. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoDLH_chng_4W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546730200879&usg=AOvVaw2t85YSJEg_npqDQo6bxbZ_


National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Precipitation

● Rainfall has ranged 
from 1-4 inches in the 
Northland in the month 
of July, not accounting 
for the rainfall July 31.

● This rainfall is near to 
slightly below normal 
for the most of the 
month of July. A few 
areas of the region that 
saw slightly above 
normal rainfall.

Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month
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Temperature

● Average 
temperatures 
where 2-6 degrees 
above normal.

● The North Shore 
was the only 
location that saw 
below normal 
average 
temperatures, 
which were in the 
upper-50s to 
upper-60s.

Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month

County Average
Temperature
Anomaly for 
March 2025
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Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow).

Agricultural Impacts
● Below normal soil moisture in all of northeast Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin. (Soil Moisture).

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Fire danger is Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is also Low to Moderate in northwest 

Wisconsin (WI Fire Danger).

Other Impacts
● Unknown at this time.

Mitigation Actions
● Burn Restrictions - Elevated burning restrictions are in effect in Cook, Lake, and northern St. Louis counties. No 

burning permits will be issued or activated; campfires are not allowed for dispersed, remote, or backcountry camping. 
Fireworks are restricted outside of city limits. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731602684&usg=AOvVaw0_kyCAJh6hgNmquNq1BVBq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731602893&usg=AOvVaw2c61Qj8320Vep5ysW87Mad
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?nbsp%253B%3D%26region%3Dlower48%26view%3Ddefault&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731616778&usg=AOvVaw1w-grbJCSTFdz_iDtQMnVc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731617024&usg=AOvVaw2ai2i_-i2DcaIM0PeV0x3z
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731617220&usg=AOvVaw1LeYwCyW5KBA1j3j8ymPwN
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731617308&usg=AOvVaw0vNLyW3Rtb_dJ7wcBDfg7t
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Duluth, MN

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Streams are running 
below to much below 
normal for most of the 
region.

● A few streams that saw 
moderate to heavy 
rainfall the day of July 31 
and over the last week 
are running near normal 
though. 

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid 
7/31/2026
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● Below normal soil moisture across all 
of northeast Minnesota and 
northwest Wisconsin.

See more Soil Moisture plots here.

Agricultural Impacts

https://w
ww.cpc.
ncep.noa
a.gov/pr
oducts/S
oilmst_
Monitori
ng/US/S
oilmst/S
oilmst.sh
tml

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731820747&usg=AOvVaw2fyNsUYbvoAgesg3mJTIeu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864112&usg=AOvVaw2FDEDd6caqkQHeIshCFdlP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864296&usg=AOvVaw1QDzVu-8WPitKjhcG5jTOS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864452&usg=AOvVaw0JXW_k0rFN2V5fsMUljCT0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864621&usg=AOvVaw1CrPypMEGuWwP08NZLAFfi
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864787&usg=AOvVaw2915Poa9Ruo5P8iSIEVnKS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864940&usg=AOvVaw3N1w0Mhe_fQpB0JXsXDi5d
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865080&usg=AOvVaw05nz6SiNwQyGTEYrg79YQH
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865222&usg=AOvVaw1w0w8DcXj8SvO_LpK4oYfc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865361&usg=AOvVaw2mA5givyhChMF4jPFhktvT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865536&usg=AOvVaw1Uo572GdXAjtt5IW1l8xy4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865689&usg=AOvVaw2kWohERX-GcEsjVvgYwKLj
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Fire Hazard Impacts

● Significant Wildland 
Fire Potential 
conditions are normal 
for August.

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731901702&usg=AOvVaw1hqSsoYdxKRZLZG8U9lv4O
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731904153&usg=AOvVaw2BksezyGb3mwGzRcWfIJoq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731904296&usg=AOvVaw1_DiqcqOwVVotdiM8_ix2E
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook
Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

● No rapid onset drought expected. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732402620&usg=AOvVaw1WvVfisWhWRcY3l5jhaslo
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732402816&usg=AOvVaw3lfTl00JTtJJwCO4ecUK8r
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Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Longer-term forecasts 
show equal chances for 
above, below, or near 
normal temperatures 
through October.

● Longer-term forecasts 
lean slightly towards 
below normal 
precipitation through 
October.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732448154&usg=AOvVaw1ZjV48zP_CVsjUP0RBaTJ-
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732448399&usg=AOvVaw0zzbbC9wTFCctcbCrF2IMW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732450821&usg=AOvVaw2ygaNF1J28sO1woFI3MwCX
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Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● As has been observed 
over the last few weeks 
of late July, Drought is 
expected to  Persist or 
Develop over all of the 
Northland through 
October.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546733205074&usg=AOvVaw3k8BP0ubZzNbE9ko9SXYKi
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546733211075&usg=AOvVaw3xZWpSEo2GmIGKwq6DjW5I
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546733211279&usg=AOvVaw2Pk1mS-ib2KvtCkrxjLvVz

