 Drought Information Statement for
= NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin

Valid July 31, 2026

Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN
Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov

Next Update: Friday, August 14, 2026
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Moderate (D1) to Severe (D2) Drought conditions for nearly the
entire Northland.

Abnormally dry conditions (D0) in a pocket of Burnett and
Washburn Counties.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

vy >»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

e Drought intensity and Extent
o D2(Severe Drought): Most of northeast
Minnesota and parts of north-central WI.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Central MN to the
MN/WI stateline and across most of
northwest Wisconsin.

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Sliver of Burnett and
Washburn Counties.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)

Chrtivealels NINME ANAA TICNA MACA: imama ~ratirbacu af Nranicht ca Nata \alid- N7 /M0 /MNEC

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546730019735&usg=AOvVaw1kJXXbZbgkK76hsLT3Oj-p

e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change. U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change

1 Week

o Drought Worsened: Arrowhead to Twin
Ports to MN/WI Stateline to north-central
Wisconsin and sliver of north-central MN.

| ‘

o Drought Improved: No drought
improvement areas.

o No Change: Remainder of the area.

Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 07/28/26

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DUlUth, MN
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é Precipitation

2N <) Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month

\ON
‘\

¢ ]E{ainfalll4h§s Lange(ih Precipitation (in) Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
rom 1-4inches inthe 7/1/2026 - 7/30/2026 7/1/2026 - 7/30/2026
Northland in the month ‘
of July, not accounting : o

for the rainfall July 31. i -

e This rainfall is near to » @ ’
slightly below normal N
for the most of the
month of July. A few
areas of the region that
saw slightly above = os
normal rainfall. l

|

Generated 7/31/2026 using provisional data ACIS Web Servicenerated 7/31/2026 using provisioral dalo ACIS Web Service:

@ thiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DUlUth, MN
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é Temperature

»> Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month

&

***

e Average Temperature (F)
temperatures 7/1/2026 - 7/30/2026
where 2-6 degrees
above normal.

Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
7/1/2026 - 7/30/2026

e The North Shore
was the only

location that saw ' .
below normal e - 2
average 6e 0
temperatures, 6€ -2
which were in the 64 L -
upper-50s to 62 -6
upper-60s. o .
58 —-10
l || TI 1 |l ]
ted 7/31/2026 usi isional dat ACIS Web Ser [N s prodsiorel ol AU e Bervices
rated 7/31/2026 using provisional data. IS Web Ser

@ thiona:‘o?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V U.S. Department of Commerce DULUth, MN
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit

\ON
‘\

***

Hydrologic Impacts
Streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow)

Agricultural Impacts
Below normal soil moisture in all of northeast Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin. (Soil Moisture)

Fire Hazard Impacts
Fire danger is Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is also Low to Moderate in northwest

Wisconsin (WI Fire Danger).

Other Impacts
e Unknown at this time.

Mitigation Actions

Burn Restrictions - Elevated burning restrictions are in effect in Cook, Lake, and northern St. Louis counties. No
burning permits will be issued or activated; campfires are not allowed for dispersed, remote, or backcountry camping

o
Fireworks are restricted outside of city limits

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm
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e Streams are running

Kkafoy-‘ ; E"’é%}ﬁ‘

e
sl

Streamflow: Status
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National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

&

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid
7/31/2026

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN



@ Agricultural Impacts
s"s See more Soil Moisture plots here.

#***
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>

® Below normal soil moisture across all
Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile

of northeast Minnesota and
northwest Wisconsin.
JUL 30, 2026

100W

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731820747&usg=AOvVaw2fyNsUYbvoAgesg3mJTIeu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864112&usg=AOvVaw2FDEDd6caqkQHeIshCFdlP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864296&usg=AOvVaw1QDzVu-8WPitKjhcG5jTOS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864452&usg=AOvVaw0JXW_k0rFN2V5fsMUljCT0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864621&usg=AOvVaw1CrPypMEGuWwP08NZLAFfi
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864787&usg=AOvVaw2915Poa9Ruo5P8iSIEVnKS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731864940&usg=AOvVaw3N1w0Mhe_fQpB0JXsXDi5d
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865080&usg=AOvVaw05nz6SiNwQyGTEYrg79YQH
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865222&usg=AOvVaw1w0w8DcXj8SvO_LpK4oYfc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865361&usg=AOvVaw2mA5givyhChMF4jPFhktvT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865536&usg=AOvVaw1Uo572GdXAjtt5IW1l8xy4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731865689&usg=AOvVaw2kWohERX-GcEsjVvgYwKLj

&

~
i )
= m
(-] =
- <
A7

N .
v.,.3 Linkto

Significant Wildland
Fire Potential
conditions are normal
for August.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
August 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I Above  [] State Boundary
| Below  [C=J Geographic Area Boundary

s Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary "P"fe ‘;IE{I"V‘(’:SC:?V;‘;S

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho
t wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Issued: J“'_V 1, 2026

Signific should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Next Issue: August 1, 2026
Significant wildland fires are still possible bu less fkely then usual during forecasted below normal periods.

PREDICTIVE|
SERVICES

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546731904296&usg=AOvVaw1_DiqcqOwVVotdiM8_ix2E

)

'
m
=

Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

<
= S
oy 3> Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

&

No rapid onset drought expected.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook i m

(N4 Valid: August 8 - 14, 2026 P4

Extreme Heal
L as-89

NO HAZARDS POSTED
‘ Flooding Possibie

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

For naticenwade drought coverage, please .

visit hitps://droughtmonitor.unl.edy Ongoaing Drought May Persist o Worsen

Follow us: €3 X

WWW.Cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Climate Prediction Center
Released: July 31, 2026 3:00 PM EDT

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1785546732402620&usg=AOvVaw1WvVfisWhWRcY3l5jhaslo
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D)
U4
i " ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e |Longer-term forecasts
show equal chances for
above, below, or near
normal temperatures
through October.

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2026
Issued: July 16, 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @
Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2026
Issued: July 16, 2026

e |Longer-term forecasts
lean slightly towards
below normal
precipitation through : { B
October. e

@ zftiona:‘%eirgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DULUth, MN
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& Drought Outlook

4,

e As has been observed
over the last few weeks
of late July, Drought is
expected to Persist or
Develop over all of the
Northland through
October.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

S
v, ,.3 The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for July 16,
2026-October 31,2026

Drought Is Predicted To...

Persist Improve i End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 07/16/26
National Weather Service
Duluth, MN
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