 Drought Information Statement for
= NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin

Valid August 27, 2026

Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN

~ Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov
S e Next Update: Friday, September 4, 2026

e g Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Addition of Extreme (D3) Drought conditions to northeast
Minnesota, expansion across nearly all of northwest Wisconsin.

Severe (D2) Drought conditions for nearly the rest of the
Northland.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.commerce.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694088041&usg=AOvVaw0p2EySThIK0RH8CcbJAazF
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694088494&usg=AOvVaw1yyZkXsGr1xF_Ta52bYYnB
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694089781&usg=AOvVaw2WY1cwLHtAqmNBT5ryfzae
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694100982&usg=AOvVaw0Tvb05_sys7LifkKZ7FbUN
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694529543&usg=AOvVaw1escTcNcWn36ZanBo-XAdQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694529719&usg=AOvVaw30URW1vNn4YqcXbR8jIBZU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694529821&usg=AOvVaw3DKCMligGd3UMR4RlBIhuq

& U.S. Drought Monitor

vy >»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

e Dro

ught intensity and Extent U.S. Drought Monitor .
D3 (Extreme Drought)k J U.S. Drought Monitor

O
East-central MN to Twin Ports
and nearly all of Northwest
Wisconsin.

O

o D2 (Severe Drought): Nearly
all of the rest region.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Sliver
of Koochiching County

U.S. Drought Monitor

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Not |
. Abnormally Dry (D0) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
Applicable. o 03 i3

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/25/26

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v U.S. Department of Commerce D U l.uth ' M N


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694626352&usg=AOvVaw0C8mRjjnn9vVLSP6tRaM2g

&

&
“r,,.»> Link to the latest 4-week change map for NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin

One Week Drought Monitor U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change
‘ 1 Week

Class Change. I

o Drought Worsened: Twin
Ports to WI/MN Stateline
area and southern Price
County.

o Drought Improved: Sliver
of Koochiching County.

Drought Change Since Last Week

o No Change: Remainder of I $2 =

th e a re a Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/25/26
(]
Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce DU luth, M N


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoDLH_chng_4W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856694663240&usg=AOvVaw12kZkhLg6mf6CL-GLkGkdf
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é Precipitation

2N <) Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month

o

{ Rainfall has ranged Precipitation (in) Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
from 0.5 - 3 inches 7/28/2026 — 8/26/2026 7/28/2026 - 8/26/2026
from late July to | :
late August, locally
3 to b inches for
the MN
Borderlands.

e This rainfall is well
below normal
south of the Iron
Range and near to
Slig htly above Generated 8/27/2026 us'ng provisional data ACIS Web Servicenerated 8/27/2026 using provisional data ACIS Web Service
normal for the
Borderlands.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
At heric Administration
V U.S.r::;:mpem of Commerce D U lUth, M N
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é Temperature

»> Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month

\ON
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***

e Average Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
temperatures 7/28/2026 - 8/26/2026 7/28/2026 — 8,/26/2026

were -2 to +2
either side of
normal for late
July to late
August.

’d

e The North Shore
did see a few
spots -2 to -5
degrees below
normal
temperatures
though with |
average rated 8/27/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Ser’ed B s prodsiorel ol J e e
temperatures in
the low-60s.

1
|
T

@ zftiona:‘%eirgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DULUth, MN
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é Summary of Impacts

s> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

***

Hydrologic Impacts
e Rivers and larger streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow).
e  Small creeks with very little to no water.

Agricultural Impacts
e Well below normal soil moisture in northeast Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin. (Soil Moisture).
e Farmers report very poor crop conditions and supplemental feeding is required to maintain livestock conditions. Rangeland
and hayfields not producing any grasses.
e Fields with numerous cracks in the ground due to lack of moisture.
e Hauling water due to lack of flows in area creeks and drainages.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fire dangeris Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is Low to Moderate in northwest Wisconsin
(WI Fire Danger).

Other Impacts
e Not applicable

Mitigation Actions
® Residents in the cities of Duluth, Hermantown, Rice Lake and Proctor are being asked to practice water conservation as
members of the Western Lake Superior Watershed. This stems from the Drought Warning response phase of the
Minnesota Statewide Drought Plan administered by the MN DNR.
&) oot mimaion Sl o
v Duluth, MN

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695333250&usg=AOvVaw3_UNrjMSCGNfFEseiXVz_l
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695333492&usg=AOvVaw0M1mFh9shudtKN2X6x0UlO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?nbsp%253B%3D%26region%3Dlower48%26view%3Ddefault&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695349254&usg=AOvVaw2Mvqy78RUjO_RELZi6st2f
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695349484&usg=AOvVaw33VNPPMPaJ9PEzcFEjvDee
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695349646&usg=AOvVaw3LgCb7VZwPc1yHLaeLrYzh
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695349727&usg=AOvVaw0M_PcKCnq98-rd2szaRD8T

&

Streams are
running below to
much below
normal for most of
the region.

Few streams in the
Arrowhead and
Borderlands are
running about
normal.

Farmers reporting
creeks with no
water and having
to haul water for
animals.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid
8/27/2026

Streamflow: Status

#® Above flood stage

All-time high forthis 100" percentile
day (maximum)

Much above normal  >90" percentile
Above normal 76" — 90" percentile
Normal 25 — 75" percentile
Below normal 10% - 24" percentile
Much below normal  <10* percentile

All-time low for this

0* percentile (minimum)

day

Not flowing

Not ranked
Measurement flag

Recent measurement unavailable

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN
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é Agricultural Impacts

Yoy >»> See more Soil Moisture plots here.

o

o Well below normal soil moisture

across northeast Minnesota and

northwest Wisconsin. Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile

AUG 26, 2026
e Farmers report very poor crop

conditions.

e Estimates from farmers in northwest
Wisconsin that the one hay crop from ~ **
earlier this summer could be the only
one this growing season, with none aon
into this fall.

e Farmers report rangeland and
hayfields not producing any grasses
so supplemental feeding is already
being done and required to maintain
livestock conditions.

son] =

J3N
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@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
v Wl Deparlr:)em of Commerce DU luth, M N


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695503262&usg=AOvVaw2iBV4ulOP6DPDDAOUEe0U9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695508346&usg=AOvVaw2PpzbS5ZqG5OqYT56RGRfW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695508590&usg=AOvVaw1_PCbNnrAEhBcefffZLEIL
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695508779&usg=AOvVaw0OXyFwOy520j6m0GqDR-1L
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695508929&usg=AOvVaw1iEGImndHbMmP4amAGaczS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695509075&usg=AOvVaw0gHcQ6AgpUc9UCOOBKd0Nq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695509204&usg=AOvVaw37tg66jf1-y7fzZ6m9oV6O
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695509322&usg=AOvVaw1kUp3A7lpSyOVkkqG3u6W1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695509441&usg=AOvVaw0RyjTHlzr_nEBqCcUsqiti
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695509575&usg=AOvVaw1nYHFzre3_ZJhMiKVLaNG2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695510123&usg=AOvVaw3E93S4YdV3OYPV1woDsvhw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695510314&usg=AOvVaw3d5L_pKzAhqng5MnEFRVIM
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e Significant Wildland
Fire Potential
conditions are Above
Normal for September
in northern Minnesota,
near-normal in
northwest Wisconsin.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Il Above [ State Boundary
I Below [ Geographic Area Boundary
o N Map produced by
Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho
widland fires wil Issued: August 1, 2026

oceur.
land fire potential conditions. Next Issue: September 1, 2026
iods.

SERVICES

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695522496&usg=AOvVaw1Kt3AUZaQx1s2UAS8ewSM0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695526105&usg=AOvVaw1GIVt0rJdj11-_qjZ31FDg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856695526250&usg=AOvVaw2s1nsTkehS-rn1A2SGtXxj
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

Ve, ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook

Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook
Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

e Longer-term
forecasts show
equal chances for
above, below, or
near normal
precipitation
through
November.

e Longer-term
forecasts lean
slightly towards
above normal
temperatures
through
November.

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce DUlUth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696115171&usg=AOvVaw1uo6PBTrMDsnWGc2QJyxib
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696115385&usg=AOvVaw2K51ofbptG9tYgiPOWdq02
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696117361&usg=AOvVaw0y40gqPePmVEGJBPCyzh_n
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é Drought Outlook

S
v, ,.3 The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

\ON
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Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for August 20,

e Droughtis ongoing with 2026-November 30, 2026
D1 through D3
Conditions across the
entire Northland and are
expected to persist.

Drought Is Predicted To...

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

Persist Improve End : Develop No Drought

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 08/20/26

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration Duluth, MN

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696299340&usg=AOvVaw0wSyC5kJJrWgzENn33Fyyr
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696302868&usg=AOvVaw0GlntNsdB5csFRj_8Z3trv
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787856696303078&usg=AOvVaw0Q1u2zS-lwjm12fuA6vaRO

