
Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Drought Information Statement for 
NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin 
Valid September 3, 2026
Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN
Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov
● Next Update: Friday, September 18, 2026, or sooner if there are significant changes
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
● Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

● No changes to drought extent or intensity from the previous 
update.

● Extreme (D3) Drought conditions in northeast Minnesota and 
nearly all of northwest Wisconsin.

● Severe (D2) Drought conditions for nearly the rest of the 
Northland. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.commerce.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465498005&usg=AOvVaw1P1oPY3t2Kx9-66lLgDnGi
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465498317&usg=AOvVaw3Ikm4a69bqrPGBHs-_lkXh
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465513140&usg=AOvVaw3-o3SzW9SY5RJhM3XdpPcv
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465514816&usg=AOvVaw1pyvPRIlV6rCoMYuE64EMb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465833849&usg=AOvVaw1v2mMkmjlGWDUY_2lQRqco
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465833961&usg=AOvVaw3vVb2OKzOJEAexpZxOtir5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465834030&usg=AOvVaw1FK30XYx8TLSwvir2WpFaH


National Weather Service
[AREA]

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D3 (Extreme  Drought): 

East-central MN to Twin Ports 
and nearly all of Northwest 
Wisconsin.

○
○ D2 (Severe Drought): Nearly 

all of the rest region.

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Sliver 
of Koochiching  County

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): Not 
Applicable.

U.S. Drought Monitor

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465872734&usg=AOvVaw2VI7LLMi_soOZRiBJ8dksm


National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin

● One Week Drought Monitor 
Class Change. 

○ Drought Worsened: Not 
applicable
 

○ Drought Improved: Not 
applicable

○ No Change: All of 
northeast Minnesota and 
northwest Wisconsin

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoDLH_chng_4W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459465899158&usg=AOvVaw0O9dsdRkfpDK7F9SB1Qb2F


National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Precipitation

● Rainfall has ranged 
from 0.25 - 4+ 
inches from early 
August to early 
September, highest 
in the Borderlands 
with 2.5 - 4+ 
inches.

● This rainfall is well 
below normal 
south of the Iron 
Range and near to 
above normal for 
the Borderlands.

Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month



National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Temperature

● Average 
temperatures were 
-2 to +3 either side 
of normal for early 
August to early 
September for most 
of the area.

● The North Shore 
did see a few spots 
-2 to -4 degrees 
below normal 
temperatures 
though with 
average 
temperatures in the 
low-60s.

Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month
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Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Rivers and larger streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow).
● Small creeks with very little to no water.

Agricultural Impacts
● Well below normal soil moisture in northeast Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin. (Soil Moisture).
● Farmers report very poor crop conditions and supplemental feeding is required to maintain livestock conditions. Rangeland 

and hayfields not producing any grasses.
● Fields with numerous cracks in the ground due to lack of moisture.
● Hauling water due to lack of flows in area creeks and drainages.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Fire danger is Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is Moderate in northwest Wisconsin (WI Fire 

Danger).

Other Impacts
● Not applicable

Mitigation Actions
● Residents in the cities of Duluth, Hermantown, Rice Lake and Proctor are being asked to practice water conservation as 

members of the Western Lake Superior Watershed. This stems from the Drought Warning response phase of the 
Minnesota Statewide Drought Plan administered by the MN DNR.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466421914&usg=AOvVaw3oVlfX2rAJxayQbKKpLy4t
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466422025&usg=AOvVaw1XVxMV-wygFmQbUJ-rdKMN
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?nbsp%253B%3D%26region%3Dlower48%26view%3Ddefault&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466440883&usg=AOvVaw0M1u-enYC8sY0xWtbabHc8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466441030&usg=AOvVaw0tkHD5icSeYbprTiwbE7MB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466441126&usg=AOvVaw0HpMhL9octFpocveScmhhM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466441179&usg=AOvVaw2EnBpbclSciwbM32LkJ-Iw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466441229&usg=AOvVaw3Lwej6gqQYDZI8kP-Erekq


National Weather Service
Duluth, MN

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Streams are 
running below to 
much below 
normal for most of 
the region.

● Few streams in the 
Arrowhead and 
Borderlands are 
running about 
normal.

● Farmers reporting 
creeks with no 
water and having 
to haul water for 
animals.

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid 
9/3/2026
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● Well below normal soil moisture 
across northeast Minnesota and 
northwest Wisconsin.

● Farmers report very poor crop 
conditions.

● Estimates from farmers in northwest 
Wisconsin that the one hay crop from 
earlier this summer could be the only 
one this growing season, with none 
into this fall.

● Farmers report rangeland and 
hayfields not producing any grasses 
so supplemental feeding is already 
being done and required to maintain 
livestock conditions.

See more Soil Moisture plots here.

Agricultural Impacts

https://w
ww.cpc.
ncep.noa
a.gov/pr
oducts/S
oilmst_
Monitori
ng/US/S
oilmst/S
oilmst.sh
tml

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466667232&usg=AOvVaw1RFv2Bv0FziZ4Hg-FHX51L
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670054&usg=AOvVaw0eAgNOrVNcY42EZCvEpDC5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670156&usg=AOvVaw3-8YSx3VdpqL-g_BmmFHK5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670235&usg=AOvVaw2w05U-qzCw85XWJyT7jaak
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670312&usg=AOvVaw3jtJTmEP6s6ETiYzBSgz6M
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670392&usg=AOvVaw0tJvPcJCa0zRbRdE6Uj-Jz
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670474&usg=AOvVaw32b2XmYi7NvKnIcHcnb02q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670553&usg=AOvVaw1QywFmQEQqByeMLoQGQWdc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670640&usg=AOvVaw0jmfLxBLu0qBNcdUtI6mdG
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670723&usg=AOvVaw1HjzGHfAqJYUEbP-iHSvTr
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670811&usg=AOvVaw3bgxgAchHyyxPUo3c8Uhr9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466670911&usg=AOvVaw3SXJISFhHE_DMJdTxDJ2xh
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Fire Hazard Impacts

● Significant Wildland 
Fire Potential 
conditions are Above 
Normal for September 
in northern Minnesota 
and northwest 
Wisconsin.

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466766697&usg=AOvVaw3BATjy34Ly_43uFVOJgsjM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466768510&usg=AOvVaw10ktXA7g-uDWXRZcV9d1dx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466768587&usg=AOvVaw20piypLZUD5yGZFa3evQM8
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Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Longer-term 
forecasts show 
equal chances for 
above, below, or 
near normal 
precipitation 
through 
November.

● Longer-term 
forecasts lean 
slightly towards 
above normal 
temperatures 
through 
November.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466988324&usg=AOvVaw3uLw8AlUz8egOu12dKkuCA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466988469&usg=AOvVaw0NAoI1LHmdvQdGuqeq7JoK
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459466990139&usg=AOvVaw1rn5mFiaC9kcjrJ_FKztij
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Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought is ongoing with 
D1 through D3 
Conditions across the 
entire Northland and are 
expected to persist.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459467146066&usg=AOvVaw0lX-Q09BLB0BIX4t7yvnMB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459467149249&usg=AOvVaw1T3IisGsgzzuyjL4TlqXvA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1788459467149361&usg=AOvVaw3-ztgKOI2YXr5tg_ulx_3C

