 Drought Information Statement for
= NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin

Valid September 19, 2026

Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN

~ Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov

A e Next Update: Friday, October 2, 2026, or sooner if there are significant changes
e g Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Improvement from Severe (D2) to Moderate (D1) for areas north of
the Iron Range

Extreme (D3) Drought conditions in far eastern Minnesota and
nearly all of northwest Wisconsin.

Severe (D2) Drought conditions for nearly the rest of the
Northland.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.commerce.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857136334228&usg=AOvVaw2z3p5B9Sdfxs0kNKSKtPor
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857136348913&usg=AOvVaw3M-UKMXTSfVrRoZelK1Uec
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857136394464&usg=AOvVaw3nincYyOSZLzJhHjy0j_bh
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857136441698&usg=AOvVaw2nP12-Jp2Fmdmr8f-SWiXS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857137079408&usg=AOvVaw0htITFJnBCWs3yhGNU-Zso
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857137079525&usg=AOvVaw3q2MzCz3iAwDOhH4AmuOKy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857137079588&usg=AOvVaw2cJGrpNyDtMLKosCBImZk2

U.S. Drought Monitor

. >»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

Drought intensity and Extent

D3 (Extreme Drought)
East-central MN to Twin Ports
and nearly all of Northwest

Wisconsin.

@)

D2 (Severe Drought): North
Shore to Iron Range southward
in Minnesota

D1 (Moderate Drought): Interior
Arrowhead and Borderlands

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Sliver of
Koochiching County

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (D0) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/15/26
National Weather Service
Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857137658107&usg=AOvVaw21SxgzNIcqolWX3UEwh9FO

i ..>> Link to the latest 4-week change map for NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin

e One Week Drought Monitor U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change
‘ 1 Week

Class Change. I

o Drought Worsened: Sliver
of eastern Price County

o Drought Improved:
Borderlands and interior
Arrowhead

O NO Change: A” Of the reSt Drought Change Since Last Week

of northeast Minnesota I $#E .
a n d n O rt h We St Wi S CO n S i n Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/15/26

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Wl Deparlr:)em of Commerce D U luth, M N


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoDLH_chng_4W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857137959676&usg=AOvVaw3i4ve04C-bVE1kSt4Fq44e
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o

e Rainfall has ranged
from 2 - 6 inches
from late August to
mid-September,
highest in the
Brainerd Lakes.

Precipitation (in)
8,/20,/2026 - 9/18/2026

v

e Thisrainfallis
below normal for
northwest
Wisconsin and
near to slightly | )
above normal for T
northern
Minnesota.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

o o - N «u & O O ~N o ©
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‘& Precipitation

2N <) Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month

Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
8/20/2026 - 9/18/2026

ACIS Web Servicenerated 9/19/2026 using provisional data ACIS Web Service:

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN



\ONg,

o

é Temperature

2N ,oP\ Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month

Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
e Average 8/20/2026 - 9/18/2026 8/20/2026 — 9/18/2026
temperatures were

normal to slightly e : —-— 10
above normal late 77 . @ 8
August to ! | J °
mid-September. h i )
71 2
é L
69 Lj 0
67 " % -2
65 S S —4
62 T =8
61 S -8
5¢ —10
ISl
ed 9/19/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services
rated 9/19/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Ser’ e H o . v

@ thiona:‘o?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
V U.S. Department of Commerce DULUth, MN
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é Summary of Impacts

s> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

***

Hydrologic Impacts
e Rivers and larger streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow).
e  Small creeks with very little to no water.

Agricultural Impacts
e  Well below normal soil moisture northwest Wisconsin and below normal in northeast Minnesota. (Soil Moisture).
e Farmers report very poor crop conditions and supplemental feeding is required to maintain livestock conditions. Rangeland
and hayfields not producing any grasses.
e Fields with numerous cracks in the ground due to lack of moisture.
e Hauling water due to lack of flows in area creeks and drainages.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fire dangeris Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is Low in northwest Wisconsin (WI Fire

Danger).

Other Impacts
e Not applicable

Mitigation Actions
® Residents in the cities of Duluth, Hermantown, Rice Lake and Proctor are being asked to practice water conservation as
members of the Western Lake Superior Watershed. This stems from the Drought Warning response phase of the
Minnesota Statewide Drought Plan administered by the MN DNR.
&) oot mimaion Sl o
v Duluth, MN

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139910361&usg=AOvVaw11YGJhnHlxu9bM7xWte4vS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139910498&usg=AOvVaw3vuHbTp7usr_03WN8uez9k
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?nbsp%253B%3D%26region%3Dlower48%26view%3Ddefault&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139923910&usg=AOvVaw3daMv8m6yIsK5Gnpf63b6t
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139924138&usg=AOvVaw1rmbsgyTR1W5HYji-J_nKz
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139924309&usg=AOvVaw2q2g32XjW0olBUdk4GgG15
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139924396&usg=AOvVaw14lKEThCr1nJuD2m4KdId-
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857139924475&usg=AOvVaw3TImouUeGlvaLQcOrO0NRj

&

Streams are
running below to
much below
normal for most of
the region.

Few streams in the
Arrowhead and
Borderlands are
running about
normal.

Farmers reporting
creeks with no
water and having
to haul water for
animals.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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d S R rgre il Streamflow: Status
o
#® Above flood stage
-~ Upper ' o f |_ 8 = All-time high forthis  100* percentile
~ 29 “Red Lake o day {(maximum)
@ower SBGporas Vermilion
Red’Lake : Lake Much above normal  >90" percentile
s NCfion o e Above normal 76" — 90*" percentile
(‘e’ st Lake™*® p
tjiggi?iq}oséish © Normal 25 — 75" percentile
P If:‘g: @, Towola Swamp JI 4 Below normal 10% - 24" percentile
IR
° Island Farm Swamp Much below normal  <10* percentile
® (o) . All-time low for this = : o
(e} 8 i 0* percentile (minimum)
© o Mille Not flowing
Lacs
& Lake ® PS Not ranked
Measurement fla
o Q) g
t Cloud :? Recent measurement unavailable
=
Soi . °0 b
&0 S o o &
Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid
9/19/2026

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN
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& Agricultural Impacts

»> See more Soil Moisture plots here.

&

***

o Well below normal soil moisture

across northeast Minnesota and

northwest Wisconsin. Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile

SEP 18, 2026
e Farmers report very poor crop

conditions.

e Estimates from farmers in northwest
Wisconsin that the one hay crop from
earlier this summer could be the only
one this growing season, with none
into this fall.

e Farmers report rangeland and
hayfields not producing any grasses
so supplemental feeding is already
being done and required to maintain
livestock conditions.

120 100W BOW

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
v Wl Deparlr:)em of Commerce DU luth, M N


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140092135&usg=AOvVaw2_QXVMMGWRwXHNklr4RPyV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140095725&usg=AOvVaw1vvEE7aZEEmBCy_M3Qk0EW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140095918&usg=AOvVaw0G6o1wWdY4Y0Gg2fADou2A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096041&usg=AOvVaw0JLTIjBxNh399mNZB2DO12
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096152&usg=AOvVaw039dawRwVFFOf6-6vI1Xzq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096267&usg=AOvVaw1JyX6GgGg1RHX-ALUK88zF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096352&usg=AOvVaw1lpUL_ReU9c8tBzFLJDwka
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096452&usg=AOvVaw0B6RD31WdJEZnVPm5O8MMN
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096558&usg=AOvVaw1ByMavoF2xkyi6abCtKRDX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096649&usg=AOvVaw3LAxeDQcxdolJc0iE_e-d5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096750&usg=AOvVaw0C3R1OjosncooMT2rcQLzT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140096838&usg=AOvVaw32IriACw_3X5svnFHqcUdW
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4 2> Link to

Significant Wildland
Fire Potential
conditions are Above
Normal for September
in northern Minnesota
and northwest
Wisconsin.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2026

A g
f

o B
Hawaii %

Puerto Rico

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

B Above  [_] State Boundary
= | Below  [E=3 Geographic Area Boundary
A [ Normal [__] Predictive Services Area Boundary

SERVICES

Map produced by
Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho
Issued: September 1,
wildland fires will occur. .
land fire potential conditions. Next Issue: October 1, 2026
iods.

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

National Weather Service

Duluth, MN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140592201&usg=AOvVaw3UN5Mwnr2QCcDo6aO7ggWc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140595246&usg=AOvVaw3daMoJXWUQJhjL6USM3Ql_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140595408&usg=AOvVaw1LMNmcN6eJhRMvlZazAyKI
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

o

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2026
Issued: September 17, 2026
P

e Longer-term Seasonalxgr?g‘egatzgere Outlook &
forecasts show ' st Spno 7,205
equal chances for
above, below, or
near normal
precipitation
through
November.

e Longer-term
forecasts lean
towards above
normal
temperatures
through December.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration Duluth, MN

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140827933&usg=AOvVaw3u6G15gKFIZ3Zv_msdLZ1w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140828204&usg=AOvVaw2YgfmozAuhjzSS60C1Wk92
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857140830749&usg=AOvVaw2sO_03WKHhdhBEOGvX_E9P

& Drought Outlook

4,

e Droughtis ongoing with
D1 through D3
Conditions across the
entire Northland and are
expected to persist.

e Improvementin the
Drought conditions is
possible for east-central
MN and inland
northwest Wisconsin

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Yoy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U' S' Seasonal Drought OUtIOOK Valid for September 17 - December 31, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released September 17, 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists
Drought remains,

Author:
Richard Tinker
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

. \ but improves
i;{ “\\\ . - Drought removal likely
Drought d likely
o Bl S e
A 7 \\ o ‘:‘ No drought
S G Lwm. B2 M s -
j’qw s~ S i \_', . D @,
# ) bt D , hags é ), v
Alaska Puerto Rico Y
= https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

National Weather Service
Duluth, MN
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857141760833&usg=AOvVaw1QUAYF1yUoeN_uc01_svyF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789857141760997&usg=AOvVaw0JLOhffNMSM8TsFrlEQ1M3

