
Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Drought Information Statement for 
NE Minnesota & NW Wisconsin 
Valid October 16, 2026
Issued By: NWS Duluth, MN
Contact Information: nws.duluth@noaa.gov
● Next Update: Friday, October 30, 2026, or sooner if there are significant changes
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
● Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

● Exceptional (D4) Drought conditions for the South Shore
● Extreme (D3) Drought conditions in far eastern Minnesota and 

nearly all of northwest Wisconsin.
● Severe (D2) to Moderate (D1) Drought conditions for nearly the rest 

of the Northland. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.commerce.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076179395&usg=AOvVaw2FseBwsgx7DyCfsRlNikT6
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076194825&usg=AOvVaw06UQCbWvgjRF30cCrehSeB
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076211160&usg=AOvVaw3Fdzz7jIKrib5RkERxryeQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076244668&usg=AOvVaw0ZMsYC_9dC06f9Sl940026
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076893087&usg=AOvVaw2qiLPWOFaPtMJwwRgPxlTt
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/DLH/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076893233&usg=AOvVaw1hH8BJPUeXw9-fuKSYLZL5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183076893321&usg=AOvVaw30XZKlZHhwuxF1XPnSPIJt


National Weather Service
[AREA]

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Northland

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D4 (Exceptional Drought): South 

Shore

○ D3 (Extreme  Drought): East-central 
MN to Twin Ports and much of 
Northwest Wisconsin.

○ D2 (Severe Drought): North Shore 
to Iron Range southward in 
Minnesota

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Interior 
Arrowhead and Borderlands

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): Sliver of 
Koochiching County

U.S. Drought Monitor

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183077525464&usg=AOvVaw20yTuQrObM2NtNtgBnaxDV
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin

● One Week Drought Monitor 
Class Change. 

○ Drought Worsened: Not 
applicable
 

○ Drought Improved: Not 
applicable

○ No Change: All of 
northeast Minnesota and 
northwest Wisconsin

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoDLH_chng_4W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183077823934&usg=AOvVaw2tbvklIyl5vXCu2vj_XFjD
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Precipitation

● Rainfall ranged from 
0.5 - 3.5 inches for 
mid-September to 
mid-October 

● This rainfall is below 
normal for all areas 
except slightly above 
normal for 
north-central 
Minnesota.

Precipitation (sum of liquid and melted frozen) that was observed in the Northland over the last month
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Temperature

● Average 
temperatures 
were above 
normal above 
normal for 
mid-September 
to mid-October.

Temperatures that were observed in the Northland over the last month
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Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Rivers and larger streams are running below to much below normal for nearly the entire region (USGS Streamflow).
● Small creeks with very little to no water.

Agricultural Impacts
● Well below normal soil moisture northwest Wisconsin and below normal in northeast Minnesota. (Soil Moisture).
● Fields with numerous cracks in the ground due to lack of moisture.
● Hauling water due to lack of flows in area creeks and drainages.
● All of northwest Wisconsin qualifies for USDA Emergency Livestock Assistance Program and Livestock Forage Disaster 

Program Payments. USDA Link
● All of northwest Wisconsin are under drought emergency provisions from the State of WI Dept. of Ag., Trade and 

Consumer Protection. Reference Link. Reference Link.
Fire Hazard Impacts
● Fire danger is Low to Moderate in Minnesota. (MN Fire Danger). Fire danger is Low in northwest Wisconsin (WI Fire 

Danger).
Other Impacts
● Not applicable

Mitigation Actions
● Residents in the cities of Duluth, Hermantown, Rice Lake and Proctor are being asked to practice water conservation as 

members of the Western Lake Superior Watershed. This stems from the Drought Warning response phase of the 
Minnesota Statewide Drought Plan administered by the MN DNR.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079659104&usg=AOvVaw1HE8wtT2drvAa8Him0OKvT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079659297&usg=AOvVaw1EMvgR46O5F_COZGnSZrtp
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?nbsp%253B%3D%26region%3Dlower48%26view%3Ddefault&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671228&usg=AOvVaw1tREqu65uqCAZg5x_Cg_ey
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671367&usg=AOvVaw1k7akWID9ncXAy58n_uWOq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/disaster-recovery/livestock-forage-disaster-program-lfp&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671482&usg=AOvVaw1CL-1W6Hp_tNXQect3nm8M
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/conservation-reserve-program/emergency-haying-grazing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671585&usg=AOvVaw3rypzQWr0hxrhuE6kwKLx0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/documents/map-counties-eligible-emergency-haying-andor-grazing-9-03-2026&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671682&usg=AOvVaw36JPJrJVMACDtdas-m0xu6
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671771&usg=AOvVaw326Mmppon_YDmAEkb_Yg0w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671845&usg=AOvVaw0KkBfarWnURWAXKCMRe3ED
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079671915&usg=AOvVaw0JI4XBWOANycf5FVXxsE-D
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Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Streams are 
running below to 
much below 
normal for most of 
the region.

● A few streams in 
the Borderlands 
are running about 
normal.

● Farmers reporting 
creeks with no 
water and having 
to haul water for 
animals.

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow map valid 
10/16/2026
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● Well below normal soil moisture in 
northwest Wisconsin and below normal 
in northeast Minnesota. (Soil Moisture).

● Fields with numerous cracks in the 
ground due to lack of moisture.

● Hauling water due to lack of flows in 
area creeks and drainages.

● All of northwest Wisconsin qualifies for 
USDA Emergency Livestock Assistance 
Program and Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program Payments. USDA Link

● All of northwest Wisconsin are under 
drought emergency provisions from the 
State of WI Dept. of Ag., Trade and 
Consumer Protection. Reference Link. 
Reference Link.

See more Soil Moisture plots here.

Agricultural Impacts

https://w
ww.cpc.
ncep.noa
a.gov/pr
oducts/S
oilmst_
Monitori
ng/US/S
oilmst/S
oilmst.sh
tml

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset%3Dlis_conus%26product%3Dvsm0-200percent&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079887997&usg=AOvVaw21WHaS_EUAJ1evxEmOwVHI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/disaster-recovery/livestock-forage-disaster-program-lfp&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079888213&usg=AOvVaw0GR6e_OJHEu96ZC0fM6nQ7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/conservation-reserve-program/emergency-haying-grazing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079888383&usg=AOvVaw380zdarJfwSlR_lH7ANDFU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/documents/map-counties-eligible-emergency-haying-andor-grazing-9-03-2026&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079888535&usg=AOvVaw1B7bsoLx3rUSJMkTxsN9J_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079889505&usg=AOvVaw3LZgqYJPw29gQtTMhIXliU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079891693&usg=AOvVaw27qZIFAAexBBPAPZ84ny4g
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079891811&usg=AOvVaw1cOHp3iif6f4-F-8MRRtKr
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079891891&usg=AOvVaw1Qq5c5tyudPszSa-ySNMEa
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079891981&usg=AOvVaw1WPg4srjrpb-uS_KLKJ-Ez
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892084&usg=AOvVaw0PktB_X8wqJBIDpaSSKFD8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892203&usg=AOvVaw0XIH1t4qIOa1jT0FXwJF_P
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892359&usg=AOvVaw0dqa544yWPKe-VvFb3ivwU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892490&usg=AOvVaw3e32Hufl8ULHmVpkMcxh4P
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892624&usg=AOvVaw0Lk261QRHmSbLM8t_Xbu8G
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892755&usg=AOvVaw2qiFbM81o9TasGUwQyG1Wz
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079892887&usg=AOvVaw0W-Sf_a1rWaal1riDYkVY7
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Fire Hazard Impacts

● Significant Wildland 
Fire Potential 
conditions are Normal 
for November in 
northeast Minnesota 
and northwest 
Wisconsin.

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Latest MN burn ban and fire danger information available here.

Latest WI burn ban and fire danger information available here.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079971972&usg=AOvVaw2iF7QPSwsUOnr1B2lNvdPi
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079973643&usg=AOvVaw3s8YqVtKd03Prt5Rl2VknI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wisburn/%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183079973754&usg=AOvVaw1I9W-GZa4AdkAV3zseyiuk
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Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Longer-term 
forecasts show 
equal chances for 
above, below, or 
near normal 
precipitation 
through 
November.

● Longer-term 
forecasts lean  
towards above 
normal 
temperatures 
through December.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183080520322&usg=AOvVaw1kPLWC2aEnEnWlLE-cBTV-
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183080520511&usg=AOvVaw34YkwV6-lOSqempbL6UQGm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183080522343&usg=AOvVaw0EUqvFZMGRTEnduxjbi_dZ
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Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought conditions are 
expected to persist for  
the region as is it is now.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183081027732&usg=AOvVaw3ka2N2eKqdO6nWw5N-eMko
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183081030440&usg=AOvVaw2gMAi568D4PJZ2gNdO8qjm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1792183081030549&usg=AOvVaw2YLnOK8OKJRL9WrgD2viSw

