Drought Information Statement for

Central lowa
Valid December, 21, 2023

Issued By: NWS Des Moines
Contact Information: nws.desmoines@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated January 18, 2023 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/DMX/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
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é Recent Precipitation
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e 30-day precipitation totals ending on December 20th were well below normal for much of lowa,
particularly in a swath from northeast through central to southwest lowa where the percent of
average rainfall is 40% or below. There is a small area of above normal rainfall in the southeast.
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Image Captions: Left: lowa streamflow percentiles ending December 20, 2023; Right: lowa streamflow percentiles for November 2023.
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é Summary of Impacts
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Hydrologic Impacts
Many river basins across eastern and southern lowa are at flows far below normal. Additional

([ J
information from the USGS may be found here.
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Agricultural Impacts
Agricultural impacts are minimal at this time due to dormant winter conditions. USDA lowa Crop

([ J
Progress and Condition reports may be found here.

Fire Hazard Impacts
A few burn bans remain in effect, mainly in west central lowa with one in south central lowa. Current

[ ]
burn bans from the State Fire Marshal are available here.

Other Impacts

e Most of lowa is experiencing drought conditions and low streamflows. Conditions are expected to
persist this winter. Water restrictions are in effect for a growing number of communities.

Additional Information
For additional information or to report your drought impacts, please visit the NWS Des Moines
National Weather Service

°
Des Moines

Drought Decision Support page here.
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https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?region=lower48&aoi=default
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Iowa/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/
https://iowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/c22956334fd8435080ed851f549c5263
https://www.weather.gov/dmx/dssdrought
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e Moderate to even locally heavy
rain is becoming more likely
around Christmas Time with
widespread rainfall over one
half inch to an inch across much
of lowa.
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gj Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Thursday December 21 to Wednesday December 27, 2023

National Weather Service
Des Moines



https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook @ §

Valid: December 28, 2023 - January 3, 2024
Issued: December 20, 2023

e The8to 14 day
outlook indicates
a higher
probability of
above normal
temperatures
across lowa as
well as trending
below normal

Issued: December 20, 2023
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8 14 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: December 28, 2023 - January 3, 2024
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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Drought Outlook

% Q) The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

***3

e Drought conditions are
expected to persist
across lowa through
the end of December.

Drought Is Predicted To...

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Persist
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