Cur |

A gui de on
Mi dwe st

n g

howumgrasdesumge e

with | owa cent

Curing obsé&rmubat t orpach
oz, MONdawd 1 f Iplowsrsdmba nen i‘\;;,;;
viwx codemo.aoaorld-78-9D7

&

%5
e o
€ Nopyms™

s

N

‘\0N4

o
m
=

S

4,

Wy oD
1



The

Thi s
natu
esti

Esti

Det
Est
Cal
Ant

1

f
f
f

The

Mo st
gree
t hen
fuel

ri
ur
nt
mp
s e
| ose
we l |

ch
at
ow
gr as
dur i
wi t h

n >

gr

Grassland Curing Guide

bookl et will assist you in estimating the
ral areas) for the purpose of assessing anic
mati on based upon the Grassland Curing Gui
mates of curing status aid the following ir
ermination of the onset of fire season

i mation of fire danger

culations of fire behavior and fire spread
icipating / planning for deployment of fir
Gruggermnd Curing Processes

native, c¢crop, and pasture species develop
ns up in the spring, matures during the surl
dies or becomes dormant. This annual dryi i
is created, which generates the potenti al
ng s prgrnogy n dabpolvaent mat er i al is cured from t
es warm, roots are stimulated to -bp.gi@r awtph
inues through the summer and is normally cc¢
eratures. As plants reach maturity and the
their ability to draw moisture from the s
much of their moisture and become -ucpuriesd,
underway the following spring, completing
art of the percentage of overall growt du
es is shown in Figure 1 (next page). F e)
i ng season is 100%. Broken down by mon ,
s prairie usually occurs in June (33%) wh i
ng June through July (35%). Growth sl o m
the arrival of freezing temperatures.
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How to use this Guide
The foll owing photos are a guide only, and meas
adequat e. l nvestigation of the physiological <c¢h
are | ocated beside each photo) is also required
T ldeally, you should study the ditches and nat.
di fferent sites before determination of the si1
f enlciene may | ead to inaccurate estimates.
T Determine the overall color and check for see:
appropriate descriptionpadrncdrhtea@ea gadwereeachd sel e
T Consider both cool season and warm season pl al
the curing estimate by vegetation type.
T Ensure that the selected figure is appropriat
serving a number of other | ocations.
9 Do not worry about crop areas. Data for corn
USDA.
T Théercent a@@eaayc nmroendd be reported to the NWS. Thi
weat her forecast, is used to estimate fire da
%CurJ Col or Physi ol ogi cal Change
0 Gr een From the beginning of growth to
head devel opment
10 Gr een Seed heads formed and fl ow
20 Yel | oGuiesehn Seed heads maturing and seed
30 Yel | oGuiesehn Most seed heads mature |and s
40 Yel 1Govwe en Most seed heads matur e |ajid s ¢
5060 Strdaondd patchf Up to 1/ 2 of all stems halv dr
and grgehi o paddocks will be fully cufr , O
Stréawery | it|Most seed heads have dropg t h
7080 .
showing any stal k may be green
90 St réaondd gree Essentially all seed has |d@lopp
may be green
100 Bl eached [Al'l stalks fully cured, se& he




mportant Not es

Hot and dry weather in mid to | ate summer wil
summer rainfall will delay the curing process
Curing is more patchy with increasing species
Rai nf all before 60% cured will prolong grass
cured will not further delay the curing of ma
Above 80% cured, fuel moisture content begins
ment al factors such as humidity and temperatu
The Jtemgn rainfall and temperature patterns an
grass species also influence the progression

When and How To Report Curing Value

Mar cMay: Report each

Sept emmedlovembelgignificantly changed)

During other periods of dryness such as extended

Submit your curing observati

wxcodemwm.ororc@al F7 580t2 7860 0

Thank fyoou your participation i t
observaticaondtiaradel ping us asses a
danger in support of fire s et

Monday and if possible| Thur s
(or any time you obserye cor

(



Curing Photos

On the following pages, photos of grasses at va
shown first with warm season grasses followed ©b
were taken in | owa. Next to each photo is |iste

T color of grasses

T type of grass,

T description of curing or seed development,

T locati on,

9 date of the photo

Many of the photos in this guide were provided
vation, and Ben Hoskinson, Mahaska County 1|l nteg
ment .

Il nf ormati on for the original Grassland Curing C

Fire Authority -Bent AuScdhraddka) ( NWRrWFO Wi chita, K
WFO Quad Cities), and ®hrgldsm{Tal hgdadHavPdaiOr i
versity of Northern |l owa) with photographs fron
tension Office) and Janet Spurgeon (NWS WFO Wic



0-10% Cu-rwWadr m Season Grasses

Col oGIr een
Yel |l ow

Grass Flypve:
ering I ndian a
Bl uestem

Seed Develop
menfrom begin-
ning of grass
to commencemen
seed head deve
ment and fl owe

LocatMaochras k a

County, I A
Phot o ®apt.e:
5, 2013



1020% Cu-rWadr m Season Grasses

Col oYre1 1l ewi sh
Green to Green

Grass Type

l ndi angrass, B
Bl uest em,
Switchgrass
Spring -Wyp:een
Spring-ugreehn
yet compl ete.
mid spring.

LocatHAroamkl! i n
County, I A

Phot o Dayt e
23, 2022

Col oGIr e€en
Yell ow

Grass Type
Switchgrass

Seed Develop

me nt0 %: Seed
heads formed a
flowering. 20%

heads maturing
opening from t
spring to ear/

mer

LocatMaochmas k a
County, I A

Phot o ®apt.e
19, 2022




