
Greetings Spotters! 

National Weather Service Detroit/Pontiac 

 

First off, our office would like to 

thank you for all the reporting that 

you have done this summer! We 

appreciate all the reports we get 

and look forward to continuing to 
take your reports. 

  

Upcoming Dates 

• Winter Awareness Week  

November 4 – 10 

 

• Skywarn Spotter Recognition 
Day December 1 
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After another mostly quiet severe weather 
season, three tornadoes struck northern 
Monroe and southern Wayne Counties on 

the evening of September 25. An unusually 
warm and humid air mass (temperatures and 
dew points in the 70s) was present over 
Southeast Michigan and plenty of wind shear 
caused storms to intensify. These tornadoes 
caused damage to a number of homes and 
trees along their paths, with our storm survey 
concluding that maximum wind speeds 
reached about 100 mph. 

Events Review 
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SEPTEMBER 25 – MONROE AND WAYNE COUNTY TORNADOES 

SKYWARN SPOTTER NEWSLETTER 

Damage in Frenchtown Township 

Radar Velocity Image of Frenchtown Tornado 

Frenchtown Township Tornado 

Date 9/25/18 

Time (Local) 8:23 - 8:32 PM 

EF Rating EF-1 

Est. Peak Winds 95-100 mph 

Path Length 4.3 miles 

Max Width 520 yards 

Injuries/Deaths 0 

South Rockwood/Rockwood Tornado 

Date 9/25/18 

Time (Local) 8:45 - 8:52 PM 

EF Rating EF-0 

Est. Peak Winds 60-65 mph 

Path Length 3.8 miles 

Max Width 200 yards 

Injuries/Deaths 0 

Gibraltar/Grosse Ile Tornado 

Date 9/25/18 

Time (Local) 8:55 - 9:02 PM 

EF Rating EF-1 

Est. Peak Winds 95-100 mph 

Path Length 3.5 miles 

Max Width 250 yards 

Injuries/Deaths 0 

Link to Web Story 

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/MonroeWayneTornadoes_180925
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AUGUST 1 – TAYLOR TORNADO & HEAVY RAIN 
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After an abnormally dry July across lower 
Michigan, a low pressure system brought 
some much needed rainfall to the area. As 

the center of the low pressure interacted 
with the marine layer over western Lake Erie 
shortly after midnight on August 1, a 
tornado formed over Taylor despite 
relatively weak winds aloft. The brief and 
weak tornado damaged several buildings 
near Southland Center and had estimated 
winds of 80 mph.  

Heavy rain bands and thunderstorm activity 
resulted in rainfall totals near 4 inches in 

several locations while many more areas 
around the Metro Detroit area received 1-3 
inches, prompting a Flash Flood Warning for 
the urban areas as most of the rainfall 
occurred over a period of 3 hours or less. A 
couple feet of water were reported over 
roadways in Dearborn Heights and Taylor 
during the early morning hours. 
 

Taylor Tornado 

Date 8/1/18 

Time (Local) 12:44 - 12:46 AM 

EF Rating EF-0 

Est. Peak Winds 80 mph 

Path Length 0.8 miles 

Max Width 100 yards 

Injuries/Deaths 0 

Dearborn Heights Flooding 

Link to Web Story 

(Photos Courtesy Krystal Johnson) 

Radar Velocity at 12:44am 

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/taylortornado_180801
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MAY 4 – HIGH WIND WARNING AND SEVERE STORMS 
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A cold front associated with a strong 

low pressure system swept across the 

state on May 4. This system brought 

both a quick round of severe 

thunderstorms along the east side of 

the state during the early afternoon 

and high winds not associated with 

thunderstorms that led to a High Wind 

Warning for much of the day. Strong 

winds in excess of 50 mph were seen 

across southern portions of lower 

Michigan. As a result, numerous 

reports of downed trees, power lines, 

and minor structure damage were 

received from throughout the region. 

Power outages across SE Michigan 

impacted an estimated 300,000+ 

customers. Winds quickly subsided 

behind the cold frontal passage in 

the early evening. 

Wyandotte Tree Damage 

(Photos Courtesy Nicholas Janeski) 

Radar Reflectivity at 1:10pm 

Peak Wind Gusts 

Bad Axe 68 mph 

MBS Airport 63 mph 

Detroit Metro Airport 61 mph 

Ypsilanti 59 mph 

Caro 59 mph 

Flint 58 mph 

Pontiac 58 mph Link to Web Story 

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/highwindwarning_180504


2018 Winter Spotter 

Class Schedule 

Topics Include 

• A review of the 2017-2018 
winter season. 

• A look at winter climatology. 

• Examination of winter weather 
meteorology. 

• NWS winter forecast products. 

• Review of guidelines and 

reporting procedures.   
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Date / Time Location Address 

Tues Oct 23  
7:00-8:30 pm 

Sandusky Firebird Theater – 280 Sanilac Rd, 
Sandusky, MI 48471 

Wed Oct 24 
7:00-8:30 pm  

Ann Arbor Washtenaw County Learning Center – 
4135 Washtenaw Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 
48105 

Sat Oct 27 
10:00-11:30 am 

Clinton 
Township 

Macomb ISD – 4401 Garfield, Clinton 
Township, MI 48036 

Thu Nov 8 
7:00-8:30 pm 

Owosso Owosso Township Hall – 410 S Delaney 
Rd, Owosso, MI 48867 

Spotter reports during the winter are just 

as important as reports during the 

severe weather season.  These reports 

help us with our decisions on warnings 

and advisories for southeast Michigan. 

These reports also help us tell the story 

of each winter storm or snowfall event.  

Winter precipitation types and amounts 

can vary greatly over small distance, 

even within a single county.  

Reports sent to us get used by both 

local and national media.  They also 

help us draw our snowfall maps for 

event summaries, which appear on our 

webpage. 

Link to Spotter page: 

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/spotter2 

 

We look forward to seeing 

you at this year’s Winter 

Spotter training class!  
Please note: In some cases class size is limited. 
Please contact the local Emergency Management 
Office where the training is scheduled to reserve 
your spot if it is needed.  

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/spotter2
https://www.weather.gov/dtx/spotter2


Winter Weather 

Reporting 

  REPORTING GUIDELINES AND METHODS 

Snow 

• Snowfall reports of one inch or more. 

• Storm total snowfall. 

Additional suggestions on how to report snow in a way that 

works best for you: 

o Good times to measure snowfall  are in the morning, after 

getting home from work/school  and before  going to bed.  

o Report 12 hour snowfall amounts at 8 am and 8 pm. 

o During a storm, report when the first inch has fallen, with 

additional reports every 2-4 inches or 2-4 hours.   

Rain 

• Amounts of one inch or greater over a 24 hour period.  

Ice 

• Freezing rain or sleet. 

• Ice that is having impacts on travel, damaging trees, and/or 

bringing down powerlines. 

• Estimate ice accumulation as a trace or to the nearest 

quarter of an inch. 

High Winds 

• Wind gusts of 40 mph or greater. 

• Any damage caused by strong winds, such as trees or 

branches blown down, damage to roofs, or damage to 

siding.  

Dense Fog 

• Visibility of a quarter mile or less, or when fog is impacting 

travel. 

Flooding 

• Any flooding that covers roads, impedes traffic, or 

threatens property. 

• Ice jams. 
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Methods of Reporting 

Twitter 

Tweet us @NWSDetroit  
www.twitter.com/NWSDetroit  

Facebook 

Post on our page at 
www.facebook.com/NWSDetroit  

Telephone 

Call us toll-free at 800-808-0006. 
Please use this unlisted number 
only to submit a report. 

Winlink – K8DTX@winlink.org 

These reports provide an accurate, 
permanent record of weather events. 

Internet 

www.weather.gov/detroit under 
Current Hazards (drop down menu) 
click on Submit a Storm Report 

Email 

nwslidtx@noaa.gov  
(NOTE: e-mail reports are not 
viewed instantaneously and are best 
used to send or report post storm 
pictures or damage reports.) 

 

 

SKYWARN SPOTTER NEWSLETTER 

http://www.twitter.com/NWSDetroit
http://www.facebook.com/NWSDetroit
http://www.weather.gov/detroit
mailto:nwslidtx@noaa.gov


CoCoRaHS 

WHAT IS IT AND TIPS TO MEASURE SNOWFALL 

CoCoRaHS stands for the Community 

Collaborative Rain Hail and Snow Network. This 

program is separate from the National Weather 

Service spotter network. The program is a 

national program and the precipitation reports 

are shared among the National Weather 

Service and other government agencies, the 

media, and educational institutions. Participants 

in this program report their 24-hour rain and/or 

snow reports every morning around 7 am on a 

website. 

The CoCoRaHS website has several resources 

for training on how get started a measure winter 

precipitation.  
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Training Materials  

 “In Depth” Snow 
Measuring 

https://cocorahs.org/media/
docs/measuringSnow2.1.pdf  

 

Measuring Ice Accretion 

https://www.cocorahs.org/m
edia/docs/Training_IceAccr
eation.pdf 

 

Animated Training 
Video Shorts 

https://www.youtube.co
m/playlist?list=PL86DC4
C330F518387 

 

 

Who Uses CoCoRaHS data? 

 

SKYWARN SPOTTER NEWSLETTER 

Weather Forecasters 

Hydrologists 

Water Management 

Researchers 

Agriculture  

 

Climatologists 

Engineering  

Recreation  

Insurance Industries 

And Many Others! 

Link to the website: 
www.cocorahs.org  

https://cocorahs.org/media/docs/measuringSnow2.1.pdf
https://cocorahs.org/media/docs/measuringSnow2.1.pdf
https://cocorahs.org/media/docs/measuringSnow2.1.pdf
https://www.cocorahs.org/media/docs/Training_IceAccreation.pdf
https://www.cocorahs.org/media/docs/Training_IceAccreation.pdf
https://www.cocorahs.org/media/docs/Training_IceAccreation.pdf
https://www.cocorahs.org/media/docs/Training_IceAccreation.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86DC4C330F518387
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86DC4C330F518387
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86DC4C330F518387
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86DC4C330F518387
http://www.cocorahs.org/


Resources 

   CLIMATE RESOURCES AND OTHER HELPFUL LINKS 
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Weather Forecast Links 

- Area Forecast Discussion from NWS Detroit 

https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=DTX
&issuedby=DTX&product=AFD&format=CI&version=
1&glossary=1  

- Snowfall Forecast Images for southeast Michigan 

http://www.weather.gov/dtx/snowfall  

- Short term mesoscale forecast discussions from the 

Storm Prediction Center (SPC) 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/  

 
- Weather Prediction Center 

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ovw  

 

Educational Links 

-   NWS Winter Weather Safety and Awareness 

www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter/index.shtml  

- NWS Education  

https://www.weather.gov/owlie/  

- Seasonal Safety Campaigns 

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign  

Climate Resources 

As the climate continues to 
change, here are some helpful 
links to keep up to date on 
impacts and outlooks across the 
Great Lakes.  

NOAA Quarterly Climate 
Impacts and Outlooks 

https://mrcc.illinois.edu/pubs/p
ubsGreatLakes.jsp#yr2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 
For a look across the entire 
Midwest, check out the Midwest 
Climate Watch. This page 
provides a database of extreme 
weather events, weekly climate 
highlights, and monthly 
overviews.  

Midwest Climate Watch 

https://mrcc.illinois.edu/cliwatc
h/watch_highlights.html 

 

Educational links lead to several 

infographics about safety and 

preparedness!  

https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=DTX&issuedby=DTX&product=AFD&format=CI&version=1&glossary=1
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=DTX&issuedby=DTX&product=AFD&format=CI&version=1&glossary=1
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=DTX&issuedby=DTX&product=AFD&format=CI&version=1&glossary=1
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=DTX&issuedby=DTX&product=AFD&format=CI&version=1&glossary=1
http://www.weather.gov/dtx/snowfall
http://www.weather.gov/dtx/snowfall
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/md/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ovw
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ovw
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ovw
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter/index.shtml
https://www.weather.gov/owlie/
https://www.weather.gov/owlie/
https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign
https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/pubs/pubsGreatLakes.jsp#yr2016
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/pubs/pubsGreatLakes.jsp#yr2016
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/pubs/pubsGreatLakes.jsp#yr2016
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/pubs/pubsGreatLakes.jsp#yr2016
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/cliwatch/watch_highlights.html
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/cliwatch/watch_highlights.html
https://mrcc.illinois.edu/cliwatch/watch_highlights.html
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at:  
weather.gov/detroit 

National Weather Service 

Detroit/Pontiac 

Address 

9200 White Lake Road  

White Lake, MI 48386 

Phone 

248-620-9804 

Follow us on the Social Media’s 

SKYWARN SPOTTER NEWSLETTER 

NWSDetroit 


