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r& Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook 19:23 PM

4 Late February 2026 Issuance
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Key Messages " Spring Flood Risk (> 50% chance) :-

e The spring flood risk is below normal for the U 5 L "
Mississippi River and near to below normal for S . e il B
tributary rivers across NWS Quad Cities’ HSA e A =u

e The rate of the snowmelt, frost thaw, A . B a
additional snowfall and heavy spring rains L e —" '
will be the main factors in whether or not M r g :

. . . a . Ja o
spring flooding occurs, and how severe it E
would be ]
- r B
5 S| - ¥ :] a
@ What Has Changed . us .
[] 5
e River ice has melted, greatly reducing the ice jam . ® . 3
threat for the remainder of the season . .
B [}
Next Scheduled Update - -
e March 12, 2026 = 3 R
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February 26, 2026

Spring Flood Outlook 12:53 PM CST

: Antecedent Impact to Spring
Key Ingredients Conditions Flooding - - -
Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

LA [PUEHE Jell i 00 Below Normal Lesser Risk
/Temperatures
i Near/Below i
River Levels Normal Normal Risk
Rlver.k.:e Below Normal Lesser Risk Lesser Risk
Conditions
Soil Moisture Below Normal Lesser Risk Mo§t factors that contribute.to flooding, including soil
moisture and snowpack, point to a decreased threat
Erost Deoth Near N | N | Risk of spring flooding. The main factors of concern for
rost ep ear forma ormat Ris spring flood potential revolve around the frost depth
Snow Conditions / and any significant spring precipitation.
) Below Normal Lesser Risk
Water Equivalent
Rate of Showmelt TBD TBD
Spring Weather Near/Above :
Outlook Normal Normal Risk
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Winter Precipitation and Temperature
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3 Maps show winter precipitation and temperature compared to normal
Accumulated Precipitation: Percent of Mean
December 1, 2025 to February 25, 2026
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Average Temperature (°F): Departure from Mean
December 1, 2025 to February 25, 2026
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e [emperatures near
average across area

e Precipitation generally
25 to 75% of normal
through the winter

e Regional and local
observed precipitation o
. L s
lowers the overall risk - o )
(C) Midwestern Regional Climate CenterMeon perEOd AT (€) Widwestern Regional Cimote CenterMecn period is 1991-2020.
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Sea

National Snowfall Analysis: Estimated (inches)

son Accumulation From 09/30/2025 to 12 UTC on 2/25/2026
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Accumulated Snowfall: Percent of Mean
December 1, 2025 to February 25, 2026
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(C) Midwestern Regional Climate Center

Mean period is 1991-2020.
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& River Levels

4 Map shows 7 day average streamflow

e Streamflows vary across the HSA

o Much of the area shows
below to much below normal

e Areas with below normal
streamflows have more capacity to

hold upcoming precipitation

- Percentile classes

Explanation ntile |
<10 | 10-24 | 25.75 | 76-90 | >80 | | |
+ High Ne Data

Low
. Much ab

Muchbelow Below | nNormal | above  [Much ahave
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https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=07
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'& River Ice Conditions
S Images show ice free rivers as of Feb 26
e lowa River @

A¢

lowa City

7

e Area rivers have all become
ice free in the past two

weeks

e The concern for ice jams has
been eliminated unless ice
reforms in the coming weeks

Even if ice does
reform it will likely be
quite thin, keeping the
ice jam risk low

O
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Soil Moisture and Frost Depth o 51| O

e3> Maps show January soil moisture anomaly and current frost depth across the region
18in : _
e Soil moisture is mainly below normal © od Normal Risk
. 12in win
e Frost depth has decreased in the past two weeks @n 5in - ®
. . . . .. n © @ 16 i
e Low soil moisture provides capacity for additional g " . 2 B, i ‘1:‘ 7
moisture after the ground thaws © h e 2. 9. o
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https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/baff4b544783486abe9632334091e904
https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/baff4b544783486abe9632334091e904
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
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e Much of the area is at least
abnormally dry

o parts of northwest and
north central lllinois in D1
to D2 drought

e With drought conditions in place,
streamflows are already below
normal for many area rivers

e After the ground thaws, there is
greater capacity for spring
precipitation to infiltrate into the
ground
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Latest Drought Conditions

Dl Map shows the drought status across the Midwest

BN

Lesser Risk

February 26, 2026
12:53 PM CST

Map released: Thurs. February 26, 2026

Data valid: February 24, 2026 at 7 a.m. EST

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
I D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)
I No Data

Authors

United States and Puerto Rico Author(s):
Brad Rippey, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):
Rocky Bilotta, NOAA/NCEI

National Weather Service
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?Midwest
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?Midwest
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?Midwest
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r& Snow Conditions O s

12:53 PM CST
45> Map shows modeled snow depth as of Feb 26

A

e Very little snow depth across the local ST T
area b o R
' ameéown_
o Most of the current snowpack O
is across the Upper MissSISSIPPI  Fwrisee megeen
\/21”63)/ =y " O e o
Inches of depth °
m  Snow water equivalent . 1 gl
near the headwaters is 2 100 to 150 oo
. (4] k]
to 4 inches 50 to 75 [N
40 to 50
30 to 40 : o S
. 20 to 30 g S CedarRagigﬁ; 5 e
e Snow depth is below normal across . o T " Davenpor e
the region due to the low precipitation 8.0 to_12 R .
through the winter 20 to 4.0
trace to 2.0

[ ] Not Estimated
e This reduces the impact of spring s :

snowmelt on potential flooding
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https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=43.80+N%2C+100.40+W&var=ssm_depth&dy=2026&dm=2&dd=23&dh=12&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-100.59166666667&min_y=38.391666666663&max_x=-82.966666666669&max_y=48.308333333329&coord_x=-91.7791666666695&coord_y=43.349999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0

February 26, 2026
12:53 PM CST

These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead
@ 8-14 Day Temperature Outlook & @ 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: March S - 11, 2026 Valid: March S - 11, 2026
 aal

Issued: February 25, 2026 Issued: February 25, 2026
- p - y A

?’ —

Early to Mid March Outlook

e Above normal temperatures
favored

e Above normal precipitation favored
e Possible increased flood potential if

above normal precipitation is o
realized CEE T ERT F
&) Seasonal Temperature Outlook 3 &) Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 3

> Sei= Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026 B - j m:dier-:g:a-ga{;ozzé f 7

Seasonal Outlook G s - i

e Equal chances of L D
above/normal/below temperatures B L ){f
through May .

e Slight favoring of above normal AT
precipitation for lllinois ")

e Impacts to flooding are to be iy V8 Ea - Xy e

determined B o 2 S | e
National Oceanic and L R k National Weather Service
esser RIS Quad Cities, IA/IL

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/

February 26, 2026

Locations with chances for flooding:

Around a 50% or higher chance to reach
the labeled flood stage

The Mississippi River generally has <50%

chance for any flooding at this time

o @Gladstone, IL and Gregory Landing,
MO have 50% chance for at least
Minor Flooding this spring

The tributaries hold the greater chance for
spring flooding, but most remain below a
50% chance. The Wapsipinicon River in
DeWitt and the lowa River in Marengo
currently have ~50% chance for at least
Minor Flooding this spring.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

V U.S. Department of Commerce

12:53 PM CST
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Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook ™72 0w cer

12:53 PM CST

Mary-Beth Schreck

Key Messages Senior Service Hydrologist

e The spring flood risk is below normal for

the Mississippi River and near to below NWS Quad Cities

normal for tributary rivers across NWS

Quad Cities’ HSA. marybeth.schreck@noaa.gov
e The rate of the snowmelt, frost thaw, cr.dvn-hydro@noaa.gov

additional snowfall and heavy spring —

rains will be the main factors in whether Additional Resources

or not spring flooding occurs, and how

. NWS Quad Cities Website Probabilistic Forecast Outlook
severe it would be.

North Central River Forecast Midwest Regional Climate
Center Center
Next Scheduled Update River OFbservat;ons and Flood Safety Information
B USGS National Water
e March 12, 2026 NWS Quad Cities on Facebook Dashboard

NWS Quad Cities on X

@ Mhfoir @esrrsors National Weather Service
mospheric ministration mgm
U.S. Department of Commerce Quad Cltles, IA/IL


https://www.weather.gov/dvn/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/dvn
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/dvn
https://www.facebook.com/NWSQuadCities
https://twitter.com/NWSquadcities/
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
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