Drought Information Statement for
Southern NM/Far West TX

Valid September 4, 2026
Issued By: NWS El Paso (Santa Teresa, NM)

—eee_ Contact Information: nws.elpaso@noaa.gov

This product will be updated October 7, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/EPZ/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/?dews region=132 for regional drought status updates.

Moderate (D1) to Severe (D2) drought status affecting Southern New
Mexico and Far West Texas.

Worsening of drought conditions for Far West Texas due to below
normal summer precipitation.

Drought conditions expected to improve for much of New Mexico in
September due to forecasted above normal precipitation.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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r& U.S. Drought Monitor

s

Drought Intensity and Extent
D4 (Exceptional Drought)

None

D3 (Extreme Drought)

Sacramento Mountains east slopes

o D2 (Severe Drought)

Portions of Southern and Southwest New Mexico including
Otero, Sierra, Grant, Luna, and Hidalgo Counties
Gila and Lincoln National Forests

o D1 (Moderate Drought)
Portions of South-Central New Mexico and Far West Texas

o DO (Abnormally Dry)
Portions of South-Central New Mexico

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Y.y ”»>  Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)

Source(s): NDMC. NOAA. USDA. NASA: image courtesv of Drought.cov Data Valid: 09/01/26
National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_trd.png
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4-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
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Drought Worsened:

Far West Texas, including El Paso and
Hudspeth Counties

Portions of South-Central New Mexico
including Dona Ana and Otero Counties

Drought Improved.:

Portions of Southwest New Mexico
including Grant County and the Black
Range

No Change:
Portions of Southwest New Mexico

National Oceanic and

Vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Recent Change in Drought Intensity

Link to the latest 1-month change map for southern New Mexico and far west Texas
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2:46 AM

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southern Plains RDEWS
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September 1, 2026
compared to
August 4, 2026
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30-day precip totals:
0.50-2.00” for desert

lowlands. 2.00-4.00” over
mountain forests.

90-day precip totals:
2.00-6.00” for desert

lowlands. 4.00-10.00” over
mountain forests.

Below normal August
precipitation 50-75% for most
of Southern New Mexico and
Far West Texas. Highly
variable precipitation, with
localized areas of heavy
precipitation.

National Oceanic and

Vﬂ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service; Data Valid: 09/01/26
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Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service;
image coturtesv of Drought eov

Data Valid: 09/01/26

National Weather Service
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30-Day Temperature Anomaly

e Above normal August
temperatures for Southern
New Mexico and Far West
Texas.

e 30-day high temperatures
4-6 degrees above normal

e August mean average
temperature 4.0°F above
normal at El Paso

International (KELP). 6th
hottest August on record.

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

-8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0 -8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0
0 1 3 4 6 8 0 1 3
Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 08/30/26  Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 08/30/26
cotrtesv of Droucht oav cotrtesv of Droucht oov

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ’ mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX



r& Summary of Impacts September 4, 2020

v

v.,.> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
e Gila River running well below normal due to below normal precipitation across Western New Mexico. Rio
Grande downstream of Caballo Dam has run dry for the season. Mimbres River is near normal for the end of
summer, with sudden increases in August due to thunderstorms. Elephant Butte storage at 1.4% capacity,
the same as last month and near the historical 30-year minimum. (Texas Water Development Board).

Agricultural Impacts
e Soil moisture is below normal following a summer of below normal precipitation. Outlook leans to near
normal precipitation in September, which could improve soil moisture conditions headed into the harvest
season. 2026 Rio Grande irrigation season surface water allotment ended at four inches (4”) per acre. Please
refer to the Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID) website or your local municipality for more information.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fire season has ended for Southern New Mexico after a summer of rain. This monsoon season’s below
normal precipitation has kept ERCs above normal for August. Small lightning starts will be possible in
September, but large fire growth is not expected. Light winds will keep fire weather conditions low through
the month.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ’ mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/individual/elephant-butte
https://www.ebid-nm.org/
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& yarologic Conditions and Impacts
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e Gila River had a few spikes due to heavy rain in August, but has | .‘,S%%.@d‘ o :of X
trended lower over the past 60 days. Streamflow remains well | °c; o o8 oL o
below normal for the end of summer. Rio Grande below Caballo ) 2 o °oo~ %
Dam has run dry for the season. s o 3%0 '. ":‘08 &,
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Gila River Stages 7 ?O Q.
Latest Flood Stage Discharge "’g ﬁ o
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Rio Grande Stages gl . s
Latest Flood Stage Discharge 0 o . I
D (Fandegs . | __ﬁe. ’ (s 1Y K E-D
El Paso LOW Stage 850 ft O ft3/s ""O',’;"' ) E)il:rg‘%%- Isgrcentile classes 'O‘ Peco,
e .
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Image Caption: USGS 7 day Streamflow Status
valid September 4, 2026
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Agricultural Impacts
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Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile

SEP 02, 2026

September 4, 2026
2:46 AM

Drought Severity Index
Value for the August 23 - 29, 2026
Long Term Palmer
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS: RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF,
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION.

Based on preliminary data

120W 100W BOW
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Image Captions:

USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT

OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-TERM STATUS
OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS.

LIMITATIONS... IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS
FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

(THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX).

-3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought)
-2 to -2,9 (Severe Drought)

-0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)

M -4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
2 to 2.9 (Very Moist)
I 3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
-1 to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)

Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile valid September 2, 2026

Right: Palmer Drought Severity Index valid August 23-29, 2026

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/PDSI.png
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Y.y ”»>  Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Late St TX B urn B an mad p OUTDOOR BURN BANS Counties with Burn Bans:208 Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

A | Gl k N doch
. Rl S NeResam September 2026
Arch G | N
a Va I a e e re September 03, 2026 Armstrong  Gray . Ochiliree K
Atascosa Grayson Oldham >
—— A&M . R Austin Gregg Palo Pinto
TEXAS Email updates to:
X Forest Service
astrop ale armer
burnban@tfs.tamu.edu  =e® sl ek
. . . Bell Hamilton Potter
Counties without Established Blanco Hansford Presidio
Burn Bans Bosque Hardeman Rains
Counties with Established g?:;:s E:m:?n Ezggz‘n‘
Brewster Hays Real

Briscoe Hemphill Red River
Brooks Henderson Reeves

Brown Hidalgo Roberts
Burleson Hill Robertson
Burnet Hood Rockwall
Caldwell Hopkins Runnels
Calhoun Houston Rusk
Callahan Howard Sabine
Carson Hudspeth San Augustine
Cass Hunt San Patricio
Castro Hutchinson  San Saba
Cherokee Irion Schleicher
Clay Jack Shackelford
Cochran Jackson Shelby oo
Coke Jeff Davis Sherman o
Coleman Jim Hogg Smith Q
Collin Jim Wells Somervell
Collingsworth Johnson Starr &%
Colorado Jones Stephens Hawaii
Comal Kaufman Swisher
Comanche Kendall Tarrant
Cooke Kent Taylor
Coryell Kerr Terrell

o¢ Cottle Kimble Terry

Crane King Throckmorton
Crosby Kinney Tom Green
Culberson Kleberg Travis
Dallam Knox Trinity
Dallas Lamar Upshur

Deaf Smith Lamb Upton

Delta Lampasas Van Zandt
Denton La Salle Victoria
DeWitt Lavaca Walker
Dickens Lee Waller
Dimmit Leon Ward

Latest NM Fire Restrictions
available here

Puerto Rico

Donley Limestone Washington
Duval Lipscomb Webb - Y -+ - = =
DISCLAIMER Wharton Significant Wildland Fire Potential
County burn ban orders are established by county judges E“F?aso k/lycncnulloch W\hcehe\::r
and/or county commissioners' courts. Texas A&M Forest Erath MclLennan Wilbarger
Service is not responsible for establishing or removing Falls Madison Willacy Il Above [ state Boundary SERVICES
burning bans. Texas A&M Forest Service is updating and Fannin Marion Williamson .
displaying this information daily as a public service. Fayette Martin Wilson [0 Below [ Geographic Area Boundary
Fisher Mason Winkler N | (] Predietive ServicesAres Bourd Map produced by
" . Floyd Matagorda Wise orma redictive Services Area boundar icti i
For more information please contact your Foard Menard Wood Y Eret(_ﬂctnl/? Sterwces, fre Cont
A + A Fort Bend Midland Yoak ational Interagency rire Center
local county judge's office or county website. Frankin Mitam' voang™ § gency
ranklin tHam oung BOISe Idaho
Freestone Mills Zapata I 'd Sent b 1
Frio Montague Zavala B " . LT i B e 5 : & ssued: septembper
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. s
- Gal t M .
. RED FLAG W_ARNINGS- www.weather.gov e yoston Monie: Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Next Issue: October 1, 2026
Additional map formats available at https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/Burnbans/ Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential
Monthly Outlook for September 2026

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso 5y TX



https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://nmfireinfo.com/fire-restrictions/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for September
3, 2026-September 10, 2026

e

e Scattered showers and thunderstorms
expected area-wide through most of early
September. Localized flash flooding is
possible, especially across the high elevations
and Western New Mexico. Precipitation
outlook leans toward near to above normal
for September, which may help improve
drought conditions. Monsoon season is
expected to end in early October, followed by
a drier autumn season.
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e 20206 yearly precipitation totals are on track
to finish above normal after an overall wet

June.
Predicted Inches of Precipitation
0 0.01 0.1 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 1.25 15  L75
1.75 2 2.5 3 4 5 7 10 15 20
Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center: image Last Undated: 09/03/26
@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook 2:46 AM

Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook @
Valid: September 11 - 17, 2026 P

&

e Moderate to Severe Drought is already in
place across Far West Texas and Southern
New Mexico. Rapid onset drought is not
expected. Drought conditions are expected
to improve through the autumn season.

NO HAZARDS POSTED

‘ Flooding Possible
Rapid Onset Drought Risk
For nationwide drought coverage, please m . .
g Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen

visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu %
Follow us: €@ X

WWW.Ccpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Climate Prediction Center
Released: September 3, 2026 3:00 PM EDT

Image Caption:
Days 8 to 14 U.S. Hazards Outlook Valid September 11-17

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
El Paso, TX

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook for September 1,
2026-September 30, 2026

B

Monthly Temperature Outlook for September 1,
2026-September 30, 2026
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e 33-40% chance for above normal
precipitation for Western New
Mexico, Equal Chances
elsewhere.
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e September monthly average
precipitation for El Paso: 1.52”

e 40-50% chance of above normal
temperatures for Western New
Mexico, 50-60% chance of above
normal temperatures for Far
West Texas.
Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
. 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
S e pte m b e r m O nth ly a Ve ra g e h I g h Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
temperature for El Paso: 88.3°
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation — Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures '
| 4_0[5‘/0 L o 50/] B 40[% , 50/]

ANa'tionaI Wéathef SérVice
El Paso, TX

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

September 4, 2026
Drought Outlook 2:46 AM
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“v*.,.»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for August 31,

2026-November 30, 2026
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e Drought conditions are expected to Y t\
iImprove across most of New Mexico and
Far West Texas through September.
Precipitation forecast leaning near to
above normal.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Drought Is Predicted To...
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook [ X‘
Persist Improve ' End Develop No Drought

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ’ mospneric ministration
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

