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May 2015 Weather Summary

May ended up showing a definite El Nifio pattern as the jet stream and storm track
for much of the month remained over the Desert Southwest. Despite this pattern for
much of the month, all was mostly quiet for nearly the first two weeks, with just an
upper low passing through on the 4™ bringing significant moisture to the area. This
day also produced some thunderstorms and small hail over the Sacramento
Mountains.

On May 12t a cool front moved in from the east, a pattern that was to be repeated
several times the latter half of May. This first front produced widespread moderate
rainfall from the Rio Grande Valley east. On the 14 strong moist flow from the
south ahead of an upper low over southern California produced scattered
thunderstorms. Most of these storms were wind makers as opposed to rain, with
numerous of winds in the 50 to 60 mph range.

Strong cool fronts pushed west across the Borderland on the 215t and 30t again,
producing heavy rain across much of the Rio Grande Valley, along with a few reports
of near severe weather. The other typical characteristic of an El Nifio pattern, given
consistent cloud cover, is cooler that normal temperatures. Most of the reporting sites
around the area reported monthly average temperatures of 1 to 4 degrees below
normal.

One non-weather related characteristic of May, though very important for the area,
is the first water release from Caballo Dam into the Rio Grande. During drought
years this typically occurs in May, and this year the water release began on May 26t.
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PRELIMINARY LOCAL STORM REPORT
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Water arrived in Mesilla last evening

5% Tume (WOT)

Gragt Crowvut 12 00N Wy 18 1090 & Oeeeved

1
o

Rio Grande |
River Gauge |
Locations

»;'

N Sew e ~- - . e - - e N ~-
-~ ‘e LRl e - - ar L N - ~ ~
My IR S 0 Sy I Sy B e 22 e D M 0 ey S e % N 3T ey v e Y

Not yet at Canutillo this 9am this morn.
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Current drought conditions for New
anomalyoy-00_— [Mexico and 3 month change

Moderate Drought — D1
. Severe Drought — D2
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Current drought conditions for Texas as of May 26

- Abnormally Dry

- Moderate Drought
- Severe Drought ‘\»
- Extreme Drought

- Exceptional Drought
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Seasonal Outlook (May 21 — August 31)

U.S. Seasonal Dijought QOutlook Valid for May 21 - August 31, 2015
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Daily Temperature Data - El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx)
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El Paso, TX (EPZ): May, 2015 Monthly Observed Precipitation
alid at 6/1/2015 1200 UTC - Created 6/2/15 22:15 UTC
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May 2015 Radar Rainfall Estimate

El Paso, TX (EPZ): May, 2015 Monthly Percent of Normal Precipitation
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http://www.srh.oaa.gov/epz/ ?n=elpwindrosedata

WindRose - KELP - EL PASO INTL
Month: MAY % Frequency of Wind Speed from a Direction
Calm: 6.44% POR:19730101-20140602
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5/13/2015 900 AM l LEASBURG DAM STATE PARK 0.77 RAINFALL

513/2015 812 AM | 5 SE LAS CRUCES l 0.75 RAINFALL |
5/13/2015 800 AM | 16 ESE DEMING | 0.77 RAINFALL |
5/13/2015 800 AM | SUNSPOT-OTERO CO. | 1.36 RAINFALL l
5113/2015 737 AM | 28 ENE OROGRANDE l 1.12 RAINFALL l
5113/2015 624 AM | 6NW EL PASO l 0.74 RAINFALL |
5/14/2015 340 PM | SANTA TERESA NWS OFFICE | PEAK WIND GUST 60 MPH |
5/21/2015 700 PM | 16 NE WSMR MAIN POST | PEAK WIND GUST 60 MPH l
5/21/2015 700 PM | 2 SE DEMING l PEAK WIND GUST 51 MPH l
5/21/2015 705 PM l 20 SW TULAROSA | PEAK WIND GUST 53 MPH |
5/21/2015 708 PM l HOLLOMAN AFB | PEAK WIND GUST 62 MPH |
5/21/2015 715 PM | ALAMOGORDO l PEAK WIND GUST 55 MPH l
5/21/2015 724 PM | 1 SW HIGH ROLLS - OTERO l PEAK WIND GUST 58 MPH l
5/30/2015 530 PM | LAS CRUCES l 75 TO 1 INCH HAIL |
5/30/2015 547 PM | LAS CRUCES | 75 INCHES OF RAIN |




