


June was a very warm month across southern New Mexico and far West Texas with El

Paso Texas coming in as the third warmest June with 20 days of maximum temperatures of

100 degrees or more. In addition, El Paso set one max temperature record along with high

min temps overnight. This weather pattern was courtesy of the persistent subtropical high

pressure ridge aloft over the area. This feature deflected any moisture plumes as well has

allowing ample incoming solar radiation allowed for continuous heating as the subsidence

suppressed a lot of potential convective activity.

There was isolated to scattered shower and convective activity across the Borderland

during June despite the dominance of high pressure aloft. June of course is when we begin

our “Monsoon Season window.” which lasts from June 15 to September 30. The best

precipitation across the areas was in the mid month time frame which really was not from

the onset of the classical monsoon but rather from the remnants of an eastern Pacific

hurricane named Bud. It dropped from .5 to 1.0 inches of rain or so in some select locations.

Nevertheless El Paso only received about only half of its normal rainfall for June.

The overall drought picture for the area did not change much with D0 and D1 conditions

across the southern half of Southern New Mexico with D2 conditions over the northern half.

Much more severe drought continues to persist over Central and Northern New Mexico.

The dry conditions were in part to blame for two wild fires in Southern New Mexico in Jun;

the Buzzard fire in the Gila Wilderness and the Soldier Canyon fire in the Sacramento

Mountains. The burn scar from the Soldier Canyon will likely pose a threat the remainder of

the summer for enhanceing flash flooding.



Looking ahead, the NWS Climate Prediction Center has issued an “El Nino Watch” as

ocean temperatures in the eastern Pacific are starting to warm. This should lead to a

Positive Enso (El Nino) by late summer into early Fall and continue into spring of 2019.

This could lead to increased chances of precipitation for the Borderland during this period.
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El Niño Watch Is In Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO IS NOW IN NEUTRAL AND WILL LIKELY 

CHANGE TO EL NIÑO PHASE THIS COMING FALL.



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3

• Exceptional – D4

June 26, 2018 March 27, 2018

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of June 26, 2018





Temperature and precipitation data for June 2018 

in El Paso 

= record



2018 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 





















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JUNE 3 507 PM EL PASO 6N-EL PASO .75 INCH HAIL

JUNE 3 517 PM EL PASO 3NW- EL PASO .75 INCH HAIL

JUNE 3 505 PM EL PASO 9NE-EL PASO 66 MPH THUNDERSTORM GUST

JUNE 6 405 PM LORDSBURG-HIDALGO .75 INCH HAIL

JUNE 13 556 PM LA LUZ 6NE-OTERO .88 INCH HAIL

JUNE 13 450 PM DEMING 4S-LUNA 60 MPH THUNDERSTORM GUST

JUNE 17 700 AM RADIUM SPRIINGS 2S-DONA ANA 1.35 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM COLUMBUS 20W-LUNA 1.20 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM DEMING 11SE-LUNA 1.19 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM CLOVERDALE 5 N-HIDALGO 1.15 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM BAYARD 6N-GRANT 1.10 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM MIMBRES-GRANT 1.08 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM LAS CRUCES 16NW-DONA ANA 1.04 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM SILVER CITY 8NW-GRANT 1.00 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO .94 INCH RAINFALL



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JUNE 17 700 AM SUNSPOT-OTERO .91 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM LORDSBURG 4NE-HIDALGO .90 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM HANOVER 9NE-GRANT .90 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM HATCH 7SE-DONA ANA .86 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM HATCHITA 6SW-GRANT .85 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM WINSTON 1SE-SIERRA .82 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM HILLSBORO-SIERRA .82 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM GILA HOT SPRINGS-GRANT .81 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM SAN LORENZO-GRANT .76 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM DONA ANA 1SW-DONA ANA .72 INCH RAINFALL

JUNE 17 700 AM EL PASO 9SE-EL PASO .62 INCH RAINFALL



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

