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March 2018 Weather Summary 

     March came in like a lamb and left like a lamb, with very little  lion in 
between.  The La Niña pattern continued the dry and warm weather around the 
area for March, with most sites recording average temperatures above normal 
by one to two degrees.  The main weather pattern saw a persistent west to 
northwest flow aloft as an upper ridge dominated the pattern just off the west 
coast.  This kept most storms to our north, although several storms pushed 
across the central Rockies, bringing typical March winds and blowing dust to the 
area.  A Pacific storm moved across the area on the 11th, and combined with a 
cool front pushing in from the east, to give much of the area some light showers. 
This would turn out to be the only precipitation many areas received for the 
month. 

     March was abnormally dry and unfortunately offset the gains of February in 
easing the drought conditions. Precipitation was well below normal most places, 
except for a strip of above normal precipitation running from western Hudspeth 
and eastern El Paso Counties up across the Organ Mountains to eastern Sierra 
County. Drought conditions worsened for most areas. Most of southern New 
Mexico as of the end of the month was now in a moderate to severe drought. 
Meanwhile because of modest March rainfall, most of west Texas was still in just 
the abnormally dry zone.



March 2018 Weather Summary Contd. 
     Unfortunately, the Upper Rio Grande Basin was also impacted by the dry 
weather. February saw some nice gains in snow pack and snow water equivalent 
as the area attempted to approach normal levels, but March pretty much erased 
all the gains made in the previous month. Snow water equivalent measurements 
of the snow pack in this area were back down to 54% of normal, or barely over 
half the normal snow pack. The seasonal peak for snowpack occurs in the first 
week of April, and then the water content begins decreasing.

     April also sees a continuing warmup. Our first 90 degree readings over the 
desert areas usually occur by the middle of the month, and the month sees a 
gain of almost one hour of daylight, increasing from around 12 ½ hours at the 
beginning of the month too almost 13 ½ hours at the end of the month. On 
average, April is also our driest month of the year. 



Seasonal snowfall total through Mar 31



Winter Season Severity Index

through March ð El Paso



Winter Season Severity Index

through March ð Cloudcroft



Observed snow pack

as of Feb 28

Normal snow pack

as of Feb 28

Upper Rio Grande Basin end of February



Observed snow pack

as of Mar 30

Upper Rio Grande Basin end of March

Normal snow pack

for March



Upper Rio Grande Basin Time Series
Snowpack slipped in March -back 

down to 54% of normal



La Niña Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast Through

the End of the Year
ENSO IS IN LA NIÑA PHASE. IT IS LIKELY TO CHANGE TO NEUTRAL 

OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.

ENSO Forecast Data© 2002-2018 byInternational Research Institute for Climate and

 Society is licensed underCreative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

https://iri.columbia.edu/ENSO
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Å            Abnormally Dry ï D0 

Å         Moderate Drought ï D1  

Å            Severe Drought ï D2

Å            Extreme Drought ï D3
Å            Exceptional ï D4

March 27, 2018 December 26, 2017

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

      D0 - Abnormally Dry 

  D1 - Moderate Drought 

  D2 - Severe Drought 

  D3 - Extreme Drought 

  D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of March 27, 2018





Temperature and precipitation data for March 2018 

in El Paso 

= record

(Record High Temp) 87



2018 year -to -date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 

UPDATE
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Special Features
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Selected weather reports March 2018

Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAR 11  330 PM WHITE SIGNAL 2SW-DONA ANA ¼ MILE DENSE FOG

MAR 15  540 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 90 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  512 PM HIGH ROLLS 1SW-OTERO 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  540 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 64 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  114 PM RODEO 3NE-HIDALGO 61 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  329 PM SUNSPOT 1S-OTERO 60 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  340 PM HATCHITA 15SW-HIDALGO 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  500 PM DEMING 2 SE-LUNA 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  700 PM LAS CRUCES 6SW-DONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  209 PM ROAD FORKS-HIDALGO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  244 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  340 PM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  600 PM EL PASO 10NEW-EL PASO 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  101 PM MAYHILL 1NE-OTERO 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  426 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST


