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March 2018 Weather Summary

March came in like a lamb and left like a lamb, with very little lion in
between. ThelLaNinapattern continuedthe dry and warm weather aroundthe
areafor March, with most sites recording averagetemperatures above normal
by one to two degrees The main weather pattern saw a persistent west to
northwest flow aloft asan upper ridge dominated the pattern just off the west
coast This kept most storms to our north, although several storms pushed
acrossthe central Rockiespringingtypical March winds and blowing dust to the
area A Pacificstorm moved acrossthe areaon the 11", and combinedwith a
coolfront pushingin from the east,to give muchof the areasomelight showers
Thiswould turn out to be the only precipitation many areasreceived for the
month.

March was abnormally dry and unfortunately offset the gainsof Februaryin
easingthe drought conditions Precipitationwaswell below normal most places,
exceptfor a strip of above normal precipitation running from western Hudspeth
and eastern El PasoCountiesup acrossthe Organ Mountains to eastern Sierra
County Drought conditions worsened for most areas Most of southern New
Mexico as of the end of the month was now in a moderate to severedrought.
Meanwhile becauseof modestMarch rainfall, most of west Texaswasstill in just
the abnormallydry zone



March 2018 Weather Summary Contd.

Unfortunately, the Upper Rio Grande Basinwas also impacted by the dry
weather. Februarysawsomenice gainsin snow packand snowwater equivalent
asthe areaattempted to approachnormal levels,but March pretty mucherased
all the gainsmadein the previousmonth. Snowwater equivalentmeasurements
of the snow packin this areawere backdown to 54% of normal, or barely over
half the normal snow pack The seasonalpeak for snowpackoccursin the first
week of April, andthen the water content beginsdecreasing

April also seesa continuing warmup. Our first 90 degreereadingsover the
desert areasusually occur by the middle of the month, and the month seesa
gain of almost one hour of daylight, increasingfrom around 12 Y2 hours at the
beginning of the month too almost 13 % hours at the end of the month. On
average April is alsoour driest month of the year.
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ENSO Forecast [Hequgh ™ |
e fine 6f e Year
ENSO IS IN LA NINA PHASE. IT IS LIKELY TO CHANGE TO NEUTRAL
OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.

Mid-Mar IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts

ENSO state based on NINO3.4 S5T Anomaly
MNeutral ENSO: -0.5 °C to 0.5 °C

@ LaNina
Meutral
@ El Nino

Climatological
Probability:
* La Nina
Neutral
% El Nino

Probability (%)
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ENSO Forecast D&@22002018 bynternational Research Institute for Climate and
Saocietyis licensed undeCreative Commons Attribution 4.0 International



https://iri.columbia.edu/ENSO
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Curgent dfought codaitions for IeXas gas of MAChP /42013 F 1/ 40

Intensity:

o0 - Abnormally Dry
ol - Moderate Drought
p2 - Severe Drought
BN o3 - Extreme Drought
Bl 4 - Exceptional Drought

Build your own custom slider maps here at:
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx




U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Valid for March 15 - June 30, 2018
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released March 15, 2018

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing"” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although

- _ drought will remain. The green
Author: 3 areas imply drought removal by the

Brad Pugh \ end of the period (DO or none).
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center . Drought persists

. Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

<O Drought development likely

i %Q L ® <

- http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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2018 $eal 2o 2date emperature-andbrecipitatlon data ETHaso- 4 1, -

El Paso TX - 2018
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Temperature and precipitation outlook

W

40% 0% 60% % 80%  90%  100% 3% 40% 0% 80% % 0% 80% 100% 33%  40% 50% 0%  TO% 0% 0%

Probability of Below

'I’Ohlblm of Near-Narmal

EC MEANS _EQUAL I - EC_MEANS EQUAL
CHFIIEIL‘ES Fgg A: M. R ome N

i N HME
B HEANS BELOW \ J/B ‘HEHHS BELDH
J/ ¢ 2 %
]

B 40% 0% 60% 0% B0%  90%  100% 3% 40% % 80% TN 8% 0% 100% 33%  40% 50% 0%  TO% 0% 80%  100%

Probability of Above Probability of Below Prabability of Near-Harmal Probability of Above




Temperature and precipitation outlook
For April-June 2018
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https://prism.oregonstate.edu/

Total Precipitation for March 2018

Monthly Precipitation (in.)
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https://prism.oregonstate.edu/

http://WV\AN.sr

Month: MARCH
Calm: 8.61%
Variable: 2.25%

] 1-5mph

I 6- 10 mph
[ ] 11-16 mph
[ ] 17-22mph

.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata

WindRose - KELP - EL PASO INTL
% Frequency of Wind Speed from a Direction
POR:19730101-20140602

23 -28 mph
[ ]29-33 mph
[ ] 34-39mph
[ 40-45 mph
. 46 - 51 mph

[l 52-56 mph

57 mph
or more




Date/Time

Location (County)

Event

MAR11 330PM WHITE SIGNAL 2&®NA ANA YaMILE DENSE FOG

MAR15 540PM SAN AUGUSTRASSDONA ANA 90MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 512PM HIGH ROLLESWOTERO 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 540PM WSMR MAIN POBDNA ANA 64MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 114PM RODEO 3NHIDALGO 61MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 329PM SUNSPOT iSTERO 60MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 340PM HATCHITASSWHIDALGO S59MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 500PM DEMING 2 SBEJNA S59MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 700PM LAS CRUCES 6SYONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 209PM ROAD FORKBSIDALGO 54MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MARL15 244PM EL PASO INTL AIRPEARITPASO 54MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 340PM T OR C AIRPORIERRA 54MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 600PM ELPASO 10NE¥L PASO 53MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 101PM MAYHILL INEBTERO 53MPH PEAK WIND GUST
MAR15 426PM DRIPPING SPRINGGNA ANA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST




