


December started out on a wet note, as it continued the wet trend of 
November, where sub-tropical moisture made occasional intrusions into the 
area. One such moisture intrusion occurred on the 8th and 9th, with many 
places receiving over half their monthly rainfall total. It looked like 
December was going to be another wet month, much like November, but 
then the sub-tropical moisture intrusions stopped, and the remainder of the 
month became dry. Following the widespread rains, many areas had to deal 
with several mornings of dense fog, making the area resemble London more 
than the Desert Southwest! The lowlands remained basically dry the rest of 
the month, though the mountains were able to capture some more 
precipitation toward the end of the month, as a pair of storms swept across 
the area on Christmas Eve and then again on the 28th. For the month, most 
of southern New Mexico and west Texas were below normal with rainfall. 
Only a narrow strip from El Paso across southern Dona Ana and Luna 
Counties and to western Grant County received above normal rainfall. 

Temperatures were above normal for most sites around the Borderland,
though most of this was because of very mild lows as considerable cloud 
cover kept the overnight temperatures mild.



Looking ahead to January, we will continue the slow increase in daylight. We
start the month with 10 hours 8 min of sunshine, and end the month with 10
hours 40 min of sunshine. The monthly full moon occurs on Jan 10 and the new
moon occurs on Jan 24. At El Paso, the average daily temperature begins
warming again on Jan 12 as we slowly warm our way back towards spring.



Dec 9 Rain and fog El Paso Dec 9 Fog El Paso

Dec 10 Fog  Santa TeresaDec 10 Fog Santa Teresa



Strange things happen sometimes with the full moon

Christmas Eve Snow in the Mountains

Silver City Cloudcroft



ENSO conditions are 

neutral-alert system is 

not active

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a neutral phase and is expected to remain 

that way through the winter



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

December 24, 2019 September 24, 2019

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of December 24, 2019



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of December 31, 2019

Snow Depth Nov 30, 2019 Snow Depth on Dec 31



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of December 31, 2019

Normal Snow Depth for 

November

Normal Snow Depth for 

December





Temperature and precipitation data for 

December 2019 in El Paso 

= record



2019 Temperature and Precipitation Data for El Paso 





















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

None reported



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/



