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March 2019 Weather Summary 
March turned out to be very active month in the middle, but rather quiet in 

the beginning and the end. The month began on a quiet note with above normal 
temperatures and little  or no rain. A few Pacific storms begin moving in on the 
7th and 8th for windy, dusty days. The main excitement began the next week, as a 
series of strong Pacific storms moved through. Windstorms hit the area on the 
11th and 12th , causing minor damage around the area, such as uprooted trees.  
Then at the tail end of the storms on the 13th, a very strong low pressure center 
developed over southeast Colorado. This low set a few all time low pressure 
readings in this area. Very strong winds buffeted the area, with gust reports of 
70 to 100 mph common. Widespread minor damage was reported, and more 
serious property damage was reported around Cloudcroft, where canyons 
funneled and strengthened winds 

     A weaker storm moved through on the 16th, but had colder air in place and 
produced light snowfall on lower mountains such as the Franklin and Organ 
Mountains, leading to some temporary road closures. Finally, the last 10 days or 
so became quiet again as the storm track moved well north of the Borderland. 
Temperatures once again warmed to above normal, and the area was able to 
avoid any more damaging wind storms.  The month ended up warmer than 
normal around the region, due mostly to very mild overnight lows-as high 
temperatures most areas were only slightly warmer than normal.



March 2019 Weather Summary Contd. 

Looking at precipitation, much of the area east of the Continental Divide was above 
normal, though ƛǘΩǎ important to remember March is one of the driest months of the year. 
Just a couple of rain events can push those totals above normal. Looking further north 
over the Upper Rio Grande drainage basin, February and especially March were very good 
months for building up the snowpack. By the end of March many of the reporting sites in 
this area were 130 to 150 percent above normal, both for snowfall and water equivalent. 
Should spell decent runoff and recharge of the down stream reservoirs, though 2 or 3 
more winters of this caliber are needed to seriously recharge those reservoirs. 

     As we move into April, the heat returns. Hours of daylight increase from about one 
hour from 12 and ½ hours at the beginning to 13 and ½ hours at the end. Average high 
temperatures warm about 7 to 8 degrees by the end of the month. Most lowland sites 
will  hit their first 90 degrees reading of the year in late April. El Paso ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ average first 
90+ degree day is April 29th. April, on average, is the driest month of the year for most 
places. We will  have to wait and see if the El Niño weather pattern can alter that. 



Snow Cover Feb 28

Snow Cover Mar 31



El Paso Winter Severity Index Through Mar 31

A very mild winter indeed.



Total snowfall for this season through Mar 31, 2019



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? The

Following 3 charts show snow pack is around 140% of normal

Observed snow pack 

as of Feb 28

Observed snow pack 

as of Mar 31



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? About

Average. These charts show snow pack is around 140% of normal

Observed snow pack 

as of Mar 31

Normal snow pack

For March





El Niño Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a weak El Niño phase and could remain that 

way through most of the summer

ENSO Forecast Data© 2002-2019 by International Research Institute for Climate and

 Societyis licensed underCreative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

https://iri.columbia.edu/ENSO
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Å            Abnormally Dry ï D0 

Å            Moderate Drought ï D1  

Å            Severe Drought ï D2

Å            Extreme Drought ï D3
Å            Exceptional ï D4

March 26, 2019 December 25, 2018

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

      D0 - Abnormally Dry 

  D1 - Moderate Drought 

  D2 - Severe Drought 

  D3 - Extreme Drought 

  D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of March 26, 2019





Temperature and precipitation data for March 2019

in El Paso 

= record

79
72

(Record High Temps)



2019 year -to -date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 

UPDATE
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