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March turned out to be very active month in the middle, but rather quiet in
the beginningand the end. Themonth beganon a quiet note with abovenormal
temperaturesand little or no rain. A few Pacificstorms begin movingin on the
7" and 8™ for windy, dusty days Themain excitementbeganthe next week,asa
seriesof strong Pacificstorms moved through. Windstorms hit the areaon the
11t and 12" , causingminor damagearound the area, suchas uprooted trees.
Thenat the tail end of the stormson the 13", a very strong low pressurecenter
developed over southeast Colorada Thislow set a few all time low pressure
readingsin this area Very strong winds buffeted the area, with gust reports of
70 to 100 mph common Widespreadminor damagewas reported, and more
serious property damage was reported around Cloudcroft, where canyons
funneled and strengthenedwinds

A weaker storm moved through on the 16", but had colder air in place and
produced light snowfall on lower mountains such as the Franklin and Organ
Mountains, leadingto sometemporary road closures Finally,the last 10 daysor
So becamequiet againasthe storm track moved well north of the Borderland
Temperaturesonce again warmed to above normal, and the area was able to
avoid any more damagingwind storms. The month ended up warmer than
normal around the region, due mostly to very mild overnight lows-as high
temperaturesmost areaswere only slightly warmer than normal.



Lookingat precipitation, much of the area east of the Continental Divide was above
normal, though A Ulin@értant to rememberMarch is one of the driest months of the year
Justa couple of rain events can push those totals above normal. Lookingfurther north
over the UpperRioGrandedrainagebasin, Februaryand especiallyMarch were very good
months for building up the snowpack By the end of March many of the reporting sitesin
this areawere 130to 150 percentabovenormal, both for snowfall and water equivalent
Should spell decent runoff and rechargeof the down stream reservoirs,though 2 or 3
more winters of this caliberare neededto seriouslyrechargethosereservoirs

As we move into April, the heat returns. Hours of daylight increasefrom about one
hour from 12 and %z hours at the beginningto 13 and Y2 hours at the end. Averagehigh
temperatures warm about 7 to 8 degreesby the end of the month. Most lowland sites
will hit their first 90 degreesreadingof the yearin late April. EIPasol A NI 3&/évdaefirat
90+ degreeday is April 29", April, on average,is the driest month of the year for most
places We will haveto wait and seeif the EINifno weather pattern canalter that.
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ENSO FQrecast .

ENSO is now in a weak El Nifio phase and could remain that
way through most of the summer
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Mid-March 2019 IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts

ENSO state based on NINO3.4 S5T Anomaly
Neutral ENSO: -0.5°Cto 0.5°C
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https://iri.columbia.edu/ENSO
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://iri.columbia.edu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Curgent dfought codditions for [eXas @ ol MAChE’o42010 F % 1

Intensity:

o0 - Abnormally Dry
ol - Moderate Drought
p2 - Severe Drought
BN o3 - Extreme Drought
Bl 4 - Exceptional Drought

Build your own custom slider maps here at:
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx




U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Valid for March 21 - June 30, 2019
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released March 21

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

C o Drought remains but improves

Author:
Brad Pugh

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Oy Drought development likely
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Temperatutre and precipitation outlook
for April 2019
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
For Aptil-June 2019
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Radar rainfall estimate percent of normal
for the Water Year (Oct 1 to Mar 31)
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Average Daily Mean Temperature: Mar 2019
Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Mar 2019
(Map created 02 Apr 2019)
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Total Precipitation: Mar 2019
Period ending 31 Mar 2019
(Map created 02 Apr 2019)
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