


Well as wet as March was, April was as dry. After experiencing a very 
abnormally wet March, April regressed back to our more typical very dry 
spring climate. The great majority of sites around southern New Mexico and 
west Texas received no measurable rain for the month. Despite this recent lack 
of rain, if you go back longer than a month ago, most of the area is still running 
a surplus of moisture. If you look at the longer term water year (Oct 1 to the 
present), most of the area is still at 100 to 150 percent of normal. So drought 
conditions still are not expected to develop around southern New Mexico and 
west Texas any time soon. 

Looking at temperatures, since we had little to no rain, you would expect 
temperatures to be above average. That’s exactly what we saw as average 
daily temperatures of the various sites came in around 2 to 5 degrees above 
normal. Extreme temperatures still did not appear as none of our lowland 
sites reported hitting 100 degrees yet. Most of these sites don’t typically hit
100 degrees until the first or second week of May.



Looking ahead to May, things really start to heat up as most lowland 
sites will see their first 100 degree day by the first or second week of the 
month. May is also the last of our dry spring months, as we begin 
trending to wetter months as the monsoon season approaches. For El 
Paso, the average high temperature increase from 83 on the first day to 
93 on the last day of the month. The length of daylight continues to 
increase, from 13 hours 24 minutes on May 1st to 14 hours 2 minutes on 
the final day of the month. For you sky watchers, the full moon is on 
May 7th. This full moon, known as the Flower Moon or Milk Moon, will 
be the last of the super moons for this year. 



Apr 21 Cirrus

Apr 21 Meteor shower



The Heat is On-Last Week of April



Mar 4 Snow on the Franklin Mtns

The Heat is On-Last Week of April. Part 2



ENSO conditions are 

neutral. Alert system is 

not active

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a neutral phase and is expected to remain 

that way into this winter



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

April 28, 2020 January 28, 2020

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of April 28, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of April 30, 2020

Snow Depth on Apr 30, 2019Snow Depth on Mar 31, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of April 30, 2020

Normal Snow Depth for AprilNormal Snow Depth for March



Snow Water Equivalent as of April 30, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

April 2020 in El Paso 

= record



2020 Year to Date: Temperature and Precipitation 

Data for El Paso 





















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/



