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March 2020 Weather Summary 

March turned out to be a very wet month, in fact at El Paso it was third 
wettest March on record. Several other sites, including Cloudcroft, NMSU Ag 
farm, and Animas, recorded their highest March rainfall total ever. Month 
precipitation for much of the area east of the Continental Divide ranged from 
200 to 600 percent of normal, while to the west of the Divide, monthly totals 
ranged from 100 to 200 percent of normal. The main cause of all this was a 
very sustained southwest flow aloft that was able to bring numerous batches 
of sub-tropical moisture up with it. When an upper low off the Pacific Ocean 
then moved east into this moisture, abundant rainfall was usually the result. 
The first Pacific storm of the month moved across the area on the 2nd through 
4th, resulting in moderate to heavy rainfall and some heavy mountain snow. In 
fact, Cloudcroft received nearly their entire monthly average with this two day 
storm. 

     On March 12th and 13th, the area received the first severe weather of the 
year, as scattered thunderstorms developed across much of the area east of 
the Rio Grande Valley. In fact a weak tornado was reported on the 13th at 
Boles Acres, near Alamogordo.



March 2020 Weather Summary, contõd 

Since the month was much wetter than normal, this would the 
month was probably less windy than normal. An we had to wait almost 
until the final week of the month to see more typical March weather of 
dust and winds. Pacific storms moved through on the 23rd and 27th to 
finally bring these winds. Winds of 40 to 50 mph were common on the 
23rd, while on the 27th winds of 50 to 60 mph were reported across 
much of the Borderland. 

     Looking at temperatures, since the month had considerable 
cloudiness, this usually means below normal high temperatures and 
above normal low temperatures, and indeed this was true for March. 
Most reporting sites around the area showed average high 
temperatures from normal to about one degree below normal. Low 
temperatures ranged from about 3 to 5 degrees above normal.

     Looking ahead to April, daylight and temperatures continue to 
increase. Average high temperatures in El Paso increase from 75 degrees 
on the first, to 83 degrees on the 30th.



March 2020 Weather Summary, contõd 

Most of the lowlands will see their first 90 degree reading of the year 
during April. The length of daylight increases from 12 hours, 34 minutes 
on the 1st, to 13 hours and 26 minutes on the last day of the month. The 
full moon, which will be a super full moon, will occur on the 7th, while 
the new moon occurs on the 22nd. 



ENSO conditions are 

neutral. Alert system is 

not active

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a neutral phase and is expected to remain 

that way into this winter

ENSO Forecast Data© 2002-2020 by International Research Institute for Climate and

 Society is licensed underCreative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

https://iri.columbia.edu/ENSO
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Å            Abnormally Dry ï D0 

Å            Moderate Drought ï D1  

Å            Severe Drought ï D2

Å            Extreme Drought ï D3
Å            Exceptional ï D4

March 24, 2020 December 31, 2019

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

      D0 - Abnormally Dry 

  D1 - Moderate Drought 

  D2 - Severe Drought 

  D3 - Extreme Drought 

  D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of March 24, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of March 31, 2020

Snow Depth Feb 29, 2019 Snow Depth on Mar 31, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of March 31, 2020
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Snow Water Equivalent as of March 31, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

March 2020 in El Paso 
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2020 Year to Date: Temperature and Precipitation 

Data for El Paso 
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