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March turned about to be fairly typical as far as temperatures go as mean
temperatures around the area were very close to normal. Precipitation was a
different matter, as the La Nina pattern continues to keep the area dry and in
serious drought condition. The majority of the Borderland was at 50% or less
of normal. Central Dona Ana County and much of the Black Range did manag
to get near to slightly above normal. Despite the lack of precipitation, the
mountains still received a fair amount of snow. Cloudcroft was still able to get
about 70% of their average snowfall. March winds came in as they usually do.
Strong Pacific storms moved through on the 13th/14th, which also produced
very heavy snow over Colorado and northern New Mexico, and again on the
21st/22nd with more strong winds and blowing dust. Snowpack fared decent
RdzZNAY 3 al NOKX NBYFAYAYy3 |020S 1 ai
but we really needed a significant above normal snow year to make up for last
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Looking ahead to April, normal high temperatures at El Paso start the
month at 75 degrees and end it at 83 degrees. Hours of daylight increase
from 12 hours and 31 minutes on the 1st, to 13 hours and 24 minutes on
the 30th. April is in the middle of our driest stretch of weather, so once
again it will be very difficult to break the drought hold on our area. Of
lunar interest, our April full moon occurs on the 26th. This full moon is also
known as the Pink Moon, and will be the first of two super moons this

year.
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Lead forecaster Joe Rogash retired this month after 37 years of service
with the government, including stints at WSMR, Memphis, Cheyenne,

Norman (OK) and El Paso. Congratulations Joe, and good luck with the

next chapter of your life.
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ENSO FQrecast .

ENSO is now in a weak La Nifa phase; likely to

persist through early spring, then transition to neutral
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Mid-March 2021 IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts
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TYPICAL LA NINA WINTERS
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TYPICAL EL NINO WINTERS

With El Nifio, we often see the opposite ==
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high =+
pressure is often weak or nogxistent, "
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the sout
western U.S. above normal precipitation.

-

We are heading into a weak to moderate
La Nina for much of this winter. As the
pattern shows, a ridge of high pressure
tends to build off the west coast of the
U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter

storm systems. These storms tend to end

up moving across the northern Plains and
down to the southeastern part of the countn
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically
happens and are not guaranteed to occur.
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Winter (December-February) precipitation during strong, moderate, and weak La Nifas since 1950

1975-76

Strong 1973-74 1988-89 1999-00

re { ;
7~ - o

2007-08

= STRONG
1949-50

2005-06 2008-0%9 2011-12 1954-55
4 ’ !
é' y
s
1971-72 2000-01 1964-65 1983-84
£ [ A
-
’.l
1974-75
y
. Difference from average precipitation (inches)
12 0 12+

Examples of the numerous La Nif
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter.



Curgent agfoyght coOIONS -
A Abnormally Dry i DO

4 ) > T [~
RIS O B onh clinde
A Severe Drought i D2
A Extreme Drought i D3

A Exceptional i D4

Mareh 23,2021 - December 29,2020 - -

[T H]

FARN




S Bzt Tagar e sl Bocim ex of liezin 31, 2081

Farmington
©

Crownpoint
NTHPNE——o

>
100 to
75 to
50 to
40 to
30 to
20 to
16 to
12 to
8.0 to
4.0 to
2.0 to
trace to

8203 to
3281 to
A— 3 to
<

Inches of depth

150
150

[ ] Not Estimated
Elevation in feet

> 13124

13124
8203
3281

3

ueblo L
©Q Y 5 O
’1
1 >
w
i oy o
o -t
» -
= X o e
e s v e
r Trinidad Trinidag
O o
Farmington
o © ar
Springer Springer
o] O
o] o H
Crownpoint ;
Gallup O 7
- Inches of depth E
Albuquertbue /
> 150 O & Santa Rosa
S RaNoe 100 to 150 o o]
75 to 100
50 to 75
40 to 50
30 to 40
20 to 30
16 to 20
12 to 16
8.0 to 12
4.0 to 8.0
20 to 4.0
traceto 2.0

8203 to
3281 to
— 3 to
<

[ ] Not Estimated
Elevation in feet

> 13124

13124
8203
3281

3




@nmamua@;m@@mmm@mmmma.m

W - Neaimey Snovgmmg%nh cnfor -
: /7 Momrose( February s ' :

: 7 Naime Snovv epth or ]
i Nug/-’ '0

G .Cortez}
i E)urango

¢ ?ﬁf“' ‘6

-

»
.

Farmington
©

Crownpoint
Galluo o

|

Inches of depth Inches of depth

394 to 1181 o 394 to 1181
295 to 394 % 295 to 394 ; s‘"uR“'
197 to 295 197 to 295
98 to 197 98 to 197
59 to 98 59 to 98
39 to 59 39 to 59
20 to 39 20 to 39
9.8 to 20 9.8 to 20
3.9 to 9.8 3.9 to 9.8
2.0 to 3.9 2.0 to 3.9
0.39 to 2.0 0.39 to 2.0
0.04 to 0.39 0.04 to 0.39
traceto 0.04 traceto 0.04

[] Not Estimated [ ] Not Estimated

Elevation in feet Elevation in feet

> 13124 > 13124
8203 to 13124 8203 to 13124
3281 to 8203

3281 to 8203
ﬁ 3 to 3281 - 3 to 3281
< 3

< 3




Snow Water Eduivalent as ok Vidr 3. 2020, & - )

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN
UPPER RIO GRANDE
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U' S' Seas Onal Drought OUtIOOk Valid for March 18 - June 30, 2021
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released March 18

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

e Drought remains but improves

Author:
Adam Hartman

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

" Drought removal likely

g O Drought development likely
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Daily Temperature Data - El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx)
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
for April 2021
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Temperature and precipitation outlook

For Aptil-June 2021
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March 2021 radar rainfall estimate

Total Monthly Precipitation - March 2021
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