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Mar 15 cold front brought low clouds and fog to the Sacramento

Mountains and blowing dust to the southern desert.



Average cloud 

cover 20-30%



Mar 11 – Water released from Elephant Butte Reservoir

into the Rio Grande



ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Advisory is in effect/

La Niña Watch is also in effect

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



•   Abnormally Dry – D0 

•   Moderate Drought – D1  

•   Severe Drought – D2

•   Extreme Drought – D3
•   Exceptional – D4

Mar 26, 2024 Dec , 2023

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of February 29, 2024

Snow Depth Departure From Normal
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

March 2024 in El Paso = record

Normal: 0.40”

Actual: 0.49”



Temperature and Precipitation

Year-to-date for 2024 for El Paso 
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Selected Weather Reports March 2024

Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAR 15  826 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 64 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  140 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 62 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  339 AM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  710 PM NORTH LORDSBURG PLAYA-HIDALGO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  115 AM ALAMOGORDO ARIPORT-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  358 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 44 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 14  1115 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 43 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 14  1120 PM SANTA TERESA NWS-DONA ANA 41 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

MAR 15  515 PM SILVER CITY MTN VIEW-GRANT 41 MPH PEAK WIND GUST



Selected Weather Reports March 2024

Date/Time Location (County) Event



Don’t Forget-Current and past 

issues of our Weather Digest are 

available on our website at 

www.weather.gov/epz/

Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/
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