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March 2025 Weather Summary 
March was pretty typical in that numerous windy days occurred. 

However, the magnitude of the winds this March were unmatched in 
recent memory. And of course that means blowing dust, lots of blowing 
dust. El Paso recorded 50+ mph wind gusts or greater 7 times in March, and 
14 times with wind gusts of 40+ mph. Due to these winds, the airport 
reported 11 days of visibility of ½ mile or less due to blowing dust. Of 
course with this many Pacific storms sweeping over northern New Mexico 
and Colorado, rainfall was hard to come by. Most of the area from the Rio 
Grande Valley east once again saw very little rain, some 5-20 percent of 
normal. Conditions were better west of the Rio Grande Valley, where about 
30-70 percent of normal fell. This made a serious drought even more dire, 
with most of southern New Mexico and far west Texas now in extreme to 
exceptional drought status. 

     Despite the dry and windy conditions, temperatures were only slightly 
above normal, with most sites reporting an average monthly temperature 
of only about one-half to one degrees above normal.  



March 2025 Weather Summary 

Looking ahead to April, we continue the rapid warm up and increase 
in daylight. The normal high temperature at El Paso on April 1 is 77°, 
while the normal high on the last day of the month is 83°. The record 
high temperature at El Paso for April is 98°. The length of day on April 1 
is 12 hours and 31 minutes of day, increasing to 13 hours and 24 minutes 
on April 30. April on average, is the driest month of the year for most 
sites. 

     For the astronomers and sky gazers among us, the full moon 
(commonly known as the Pink Moon) occurs on April 12, while the new 
moon occurs on the 27th. There are no solar or lunar eclipses in April. 
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ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory is in effect

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in La Niña phase, with a shift back 

to neutral by the end of Spring
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La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Å   Abnormally Dry ï D0 

Å   Moderate Drought ï D1  

Å   Severe Drought ï D2

Å   Extreme Drought ï D3
Å   Exceptional ï D4
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Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change
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Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of Mar 31, 2025
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Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of Feb 28, 2025
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Snow Water Equivalent as of Mar 31, 2025
Compare to last few years and average values
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Precipitation for the Water YTD Oct 1 ð Mar 31, 2025
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

March 2025 in El Paso = record
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2025 Temperature and Precipitation

through March El Paso 
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