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January 2026 Weather Summary 

Mild and very wet was the best description for this January across 
much of the Borderland. The month began as a typical January does- 
dry. A few weak storms moved through the area the first week of 
January, to deposit some mountain rain and snow showers. However, 
the big blow came on January 23-25, when a strong Pacific storm 
system brought up record level moisture. The system also allowed a 
cold front to sweep in, which brought in chilly air on the 25th and 
26th.  This resulted in moderate to local heavy rainfall across the 
area, with even a few places reporting some minor flooding, mostly 
from ponding in low lying areas-a real rarity for January. In fact El 
tŀǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ оǊŘ ǿŜǘǘŜǎǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ 
air and abundant moisture, heavy snow fell across most mountain 
areas, with 10-20 inches reported. Elsewhere, across the lowlands 
from the Rio Grande Valley east, 1-4 inches of snow was common. 
     



January 2026 Weather Summary 

For the month, most of the area from the Continental Divide east 
ended up anywhere from 200 to 400 percent of normal rainfall. To the 
west, rainfall ranged mostly from 75 to 150 percent of normal. After a 
very abnormally warm December, January mellowed out. Temperatures 
were still above normal, but much closer to seasonable levels. High 
temperatures most areas were only about .5 to 2 degrees above normal. 
Average daily temperatures ended up about 1 to 3 degrees above 
normal. 
     Looking ahead to February, daylight and temperatures continue 
climbing toward the warmer months. The average high temperature at 
El Paso on February 1 is 61°, warming to 67° on the last day of the 
month. Length of daylight on the 1st is 10 hrs, 41 min, increasing to 11 
hrs, 29 mins on the last day of the month. Precipitation continues to 
decrease as we head towards the dry Spring season. Rainfall at El Paso 
averages .40 inches for the month. 
     The full moon for February occurs on the 1st, and is commonly 
known as the Snow Moon. The New Moon occurs on the 17th. 



Jan 8 Snow on the Organ Mtns Jan 9 Snow at Cloudcroft

Jan 9 Wind Damage in

El Paso



Jan 23 Rain Moving into El Paso

Jan 23 Rain Moving into El Paso



Jan 25 Snow at Cloudcroft
Jan 25 Snow at Cloudcroft

Jan 25 Snow at Cloudcroft
Jan 25 Snow at Ski Apache



Jan 25 Snow at El Paso

Jan 25 Snow at Trans 

Mountain Pass

Jan 25 Snow at El Paso

Jan 25 Snow at Trans 

Mountain Pass



Jan 25 Snow at Santa Teresa Jan 26 Snow near Ft. Hancock

Jan 26 Snow near Hudspeth CountyJan 26 Snow near Anthony, Texas



Jan 24 Snow at Cloudcroft



Jan 26 Snow around Sierra BlancaJan 26 Snow in Cloudcroft

Jan 25 Snow at El Paso

Jan 25 Snow White Sands NP



Jan 7 Rainfall Totals 

Around Silver City



Jan 10 Wind Chill Temperatures Around the Area



Jan 26 Satellite Image of Snow

Fresh snow inside 

the yellow ovals

Geocolor Visible Satellite

Day Snow -Fog Satellite

Red=Snow



Jan 25 Total Radar Estimated 

Precipitation 



Jan 26 Snow Coverage in Inches

Snow in the mountains is the seasonal snowpack; snow over 

the lowlands is what fell over the past 2 days.
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ENSO Alert System Status: 
La Niña Advisory

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is currently in a weak La Niña phase and will likely 

transition back to neutral late this winter. 



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Jan 27, 2026 Oct 28, 2025

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change
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January 31, 2026 Snow Depth

Upper Rio Grande Basin
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