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July 2026 Weather Summary 

July ended up being a wet month overall with most places picking 
up above-normal rainfall. For the month, most areas along and west 
of the Rio Grande Valley received 125 to 300 percent of normal, 
though parts of Sierra and Hidalgo Counties missed out on the 
heavier rain. Flash flooding was observed in southern Grant and Luna 
Counties, parts of Las Cruces, and portions of the Sacramento 
Mountains. Drought conditions did not change much in July, with 
moderate to severe drought persisting across southwest New Mexico 
and portions of south-central New Mexico. 

     July ended up above normal for temperatures, though not 
significantly so. High temperatures most places averaged about 2 to 4 
degrees above normal, while low temperatures averaged about 1 to 4 
degrees above normal. At El Paso, the high temperature for the 
month was 108°, while the low temperature for the month was 69°. 
One daily record high was set and another was tied at the airport.



July 2026 Weather Summary 

Instances of blowing dust and flash flooding were observed on 
numerous occasions during the month. The Lordsburg Playa was 
especially prone to dust storms caused by strong storm outflow winds. 
The most significant flash flooding occurred along NM Highway 9.

     Looking ahead to August, daylight continues to shrink as we approach 
Autumn. Length of daylight on the 1st is 13 hrs, 40 min, decreasing to 12 
hrs, 50 mins on August 31. The average high temperature at El Paso on 
August 1 is 95°, cooling to 92° on August 31.

     The 30-year (1991-2020) normal rainfall at El Paso for August is 1.67”. 
August is on average the wettest month of the year, coming in the heart 
of monsoon season.  August’s full moon will occur on the 27th, which is 
a partial lunar eclipse. The New Moon occurs on August 12. Also on 
August 12 is a total solar eclipse, which will be visible in portions of 
Spain, Iceland, and Greenland.



July 2 Wildfires around the area



Jul 2 Sacaton Fire Jul 2 Sacaton Fire smoke as 

seen from satellite

Jul 3 Sacaton Fire
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Jul 3 Flooding near Mayhill
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Jul 10 Peak wind gusts Jul 10 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 10 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 10 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg



Jul 10 Haboob near Rodeo Jul 11 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 11 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 14 Storm over El Paso



Jul 16 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg
Jul 16 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 20 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg

Jul 20 Blowing dust near 

Lordsburg



Jul 20 storm near Columbus
Jul 20 at Las Cruces

Jul 20 Flooding in southern 

Luna County

Jul 20 Flooding in southern 

Luna County



Jul 20 flooding near Columbus
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Jul 24 Lightning near El Paso
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Jul 14 Haboob moving north 

into Luna County



ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Advisory

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is currently in a moderate to strong El Niño phase and 

has a high chance of becoming very strong this Fall.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure tends to build off the West 
Coast of the U.S., blocking most of our 
Pacific winter storm systems. These 
storms tend to end up moving across the 
northern Plains and down to the 
southeastern part of the country. Of 
course, it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to 
occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
Pattern, where the eastern Pacific ridge of 
high pressure is often weak or non-
existent, allowing winter storms to sweep 
across the southern U.S. This typically will 
give the southwestern U.S. above normal 
precipitation.



Jul 28, 2026 Apr 28, 2026

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Precipitation for the Water YTD Oct 1 – Jul 31, 2026
Compared to last few years and average values

Median

2025

2019

Upper Rio Grande Basin

2026





(Record Low Temps)

Temperature and precipitation data for 

July 2026 in El Paso = record

Actual: 0.45”

Normal: 1.58”

(Record High Temps) 108105



2026 Temperature and Precipitation

through July for El Paso 
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Tracking the 2026 Monsoon Season across the 

El Paso Forecast Area

A transition to monsoon flow began around June 13-16 this 
year with winds shifting to the south and east and bringing in 
higher humidity. This is about 15-20 days earlier than normal 
[see fig 1]. Widespread thunderstorms over northern Mexico 
and southern New Mexico also began around this time. 

    Monsoon 2026 started off with a bang right out of the gate, 
as heavy rainfall from thunderstorms fell on June 14-15. Many 
areas received one inch or more of rain on these days. This 
rain was very beneficial and reduced much of southern New 
Mexico and far west Texas drought status to none or just 
abnormally dry. However, much of southern New Mexico 
remained in moderate to severe drought status to end June.



Tracking the 2026 Monsoon Season across the 

El Paso Forecast Area

Updating our monsoon season through the end of July; this past month 
was wetter than normal overall, especially west of the Rio Grande Valley. 
The highest rainfall occurred over area mountains, followed by southern 
Luna and Hidalgo Counties. In July, lower rainfall amounts were observed 
in the El Paso area and in the Tularosa Basin, receiving 25-75% of normal. 
Little or no drought improvement was seen since June across southern 
New Mexico.

     Some of the most active days of July occurred on July 17-20, about a 
week after the northern Gulf of California reached 29°C [see fig 2]. During 
this period, strong high pressure over the Central US allowed moisture to 
increase from the Gulf associated with an upper-level disturbance [see fig 
3]. Scattered thunderstorms developed each day, resulting in isolated 
instances of flash flooding and areas of blowing dust. A drier and hotter 
pattern developed to end the month as the monsoon high shifted over 
New Mexico and Arizona [see fig 4], keeping storm coverage mostly 
limited to area mountains. 



Rainfall Totals and the Percent of Annual 

Precipitation Falling During the Monsoon Season 

(Jun15-Sep 30)



Tracking the 2026 Monsoon Season across the 

El Paso Forecast Area. Fig 1 

June 14 – Dewpoints in the 50s reach the 

Borderland and generally remain in place 

for the remainder of the month.

By June 15, 500mb (18,000 ft) sub-tropical 

high reaches the Desert Southwest as the 

polar jet stream migrates northward.
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Tracking the 2026 Monsoon Season across the 

El Paso Forecast Area.  Fig. 2

July 12 – Sea surface 

temperatures in the 

northern Gulf of California 

reach 29°C deg (84°F)

Studies have shown that once northern Gulf of California sea surface temperatures 

reach 26°C, that monsoon rains will begin within about a week. Studies have also 

shown that when the sea surface temperature reaches 29°C, New Mexico/Arizona will 

begin receiving the bulk of their rainfall (around 65-70%). This date occurred in mid-

July this year, a couple weeks earlier than average [see fig 6].



Tracking the 2026 Monsoon Season across the 

El Paso Forecast Area.  Fig. 3

July 17-20: Outgoing Longwave Radiation

(OLR) diminishes to less than 240 W/m2 over 

much of New Mexico. 

Thick clouds and anvil tops from thunderstorms 

diminish the OLR values, often indicative of the 

monsoon moisture and thunderstorms moving 

into the area.

240 W/m2  

Jul 25-30: Outgoing Longwave Radiation increases 

to 280-300 W/m2. This denotes a decrease in 

thunderstorm coverage from the middle of the 

month as we see a stretch of dry, hot weather to 

finish July.

240 W/m2  



As we enter the mid portion of the 2026 

Monsoon Season.  Fig 4

Aug 1 – Dewpoints remain in the 

50s, indicating the monsoon 

season continues in full swing.

At the beginning of August, the 500mb 

(18,000 ft) upper flow is still well in the 

Monsoon pattern.
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Pivotal Weather

prism.oregonstate.edu



ELP=El Paso Intl Airport

DMN=Deming Airport

CLD=Cloudcroft COOP

TCS=T or C Airport

HIL=Hillsboro COOP

BKN=Buckhorn COOP

Fig. 6

The northern Gulf of California sea surface temperature this year reached 
29°C on July 12. Research has shown that, on average, around 65-75% of the 
total monsoon rainfall will fall after that date.



Position of NAM upper high determines our rainfall potential. Blue

dot represents El Paso.
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No. 1 High center east of

New Mexico. Often brings

ample tropical moisture 

and widespread heavy

rain and flooding to the 

area under southerly flow.

No. 2 High center over New 

Mexico. Often brings very hot 

temperatures and little if any rain 

(usually limited

to the mountains).

No. 3 High center north and west 

of New Mexico. Often brings

scattered storms with hit and miss 

heavy rains and large hail and 

strong wind potential.



This map shows the percentage

of measurable rainfall days so far

during the Monsoon season.

Courtesy of Climate Assessment

for the Southwest.

June 15 – July 31



This map shows greatest one day

rainfall total so far during the 

Monsoon season. Courtesy of 

Climate Assessment for the 

Southwest.

June 15 – July 31



This map shows the number of days

of at least .50” of rain so far during

the monsoon season. Courtesy of 

Climate Assessment for the 

Southwest.

June 15 – July 31



This map shows the number

of days since at least .05” of rain

was observed. Higher values indicate

a longer period since at least the last

light rainfall. Courtesy of Climate 

Assessment for the Southwest.

June 15 – July 31



2.66

.83

MSG

.76

4.79

1.29

4.35

4.61

3.58

2.05

1.09

1.50

2.16

2.13

4.38

1.78

2.55
7.36

3.32

.99

4.14
1.53

6.27

3.04

1.10

6.34

4.44

MSG

2.37

MSG

2.95

MSG

MSG
Rainfall data  from 

Jun 1 – Jul 31





Temperature and precipitation data June 14 –July 31, 

2026 Monsoon Season in El Paso 

Normal 2.12”

Actual 1.82”









Average Daily Mean Temperature 

for July 2026



Daily Mean Temperature Departure

from Normal, July 2026



Total Precipitation for July 2026



Percent of  Normal Precipitation 

for July 2026



Selected Weather Reports July 2026

Date/Time Location (County) Event

JUL 19  700 AM CANUTILLO 1W-EL PASO 2.03” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  600 AM SILVER CITY 2E-GRANT 1.49” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  600 AM CANUTILLO 1NW-EL PASO 1.24” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  700 AM BAYARD 6N-GRANT 1.10” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  926 AM BELL CANYON-OTERO 0.61” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  800 AM EL PASO 9W-EL PASO 0.54” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  930 AM LA LUZ-OTERO 0.51” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  700 AM DEMING 12N-LUNA 0.50” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  915 AM GRANT CO AIRPORT-GRANT 0.38” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  1200 AM SANTA TERESA 3W-DONA ANA 0.34” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

JUL 19  700 AM HILLSBORO 1W-SIERRA 0.32” 24 HOUR RAINFALL



Selected Weather Reports July 2026

Date/Time Location (County) Event

JULY 3 413 PM 5 WNW MAYHILL OTERO HAIL 1.00 INCH

JULY 3 415 PM 5 WNW MAYHILL OTERO HAIL 1.00 INCH

JULY 10 530 PM 8 ENE ROAD FORKS HIDALGO WIND GUST 72 MPH

JULY 10 1139 PM 1 ESE HOLLOMAN AFB WIND GUST 64 MPH

JULY 19 625 PM MESONET NM003 LORDSBURG PLAYA WIND GUST 74 MPH

JULY 27 545 PM MESONET AKELW1 AKELA WIND GUST 61 MPH

JULY 27 630 PM MESONET WSM11 CONDRON FIELD WIND GUST 58 MPH

JULY 31 700 PM KELP EL PASO INTL ASOS WIND GUST 64 MPH

JULY 31 700 PM KBIF BIGGS FIELD AWOS WIND GUST 63 MPH



Special Features
www.weather.gov/epz/elpwindrosedata

July



Don’t Forget-Current and past 

issues of our Weather Digest are 

available on our website at

www.weather.gov/epz/

Just click on “Weather Digest” icon, then 

choose which month’s Digest to view.  

Also, though discontinued, don’t forget to 

check out our back issues of Southwest 

Weather Bulletin.

http://www.weather.gov/epz/
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