


Mareh 2026 Wearher Supmmazug
J

2026 temperatures started out relatively mild for January and
most of February. However, the very end of February began
heating up and really went into overdrive for March. The majority
of observation sites smashed all monthly March records, as much of
spring seemed to have been skipped. Most sites ranged frori2A
above normal for both high and low temperatures. Many sites
reported some of their earliest ever 90Areadings.

As Is usually the case when abnormally warm temperatures
occur, precipitation was largely lacking from the area. The majority
of the Borderland was well below normal, with many sites either
reporting no rain or just a couple of hundredths. Only southern
Luna County and southeastern Hidalgo County recorded above
normal rainfall as scattered thunderstorms spread across these
areas on Mar 9/10, spreading up to or@alf inch of rain.
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Looking ahead to April, daylight and temperatures continue
climbing toward summer. The average high temperature at El Paso or
April 1 is 77A warming to 83Aon the April 30. Length of daylight on
the 18tis 12 hrs, 31 min, increasing to 13 hrs, 24 mins on the last day
the month. Precipitation continues to decrease as we head towards tr
dry Spring season, with the normal rainfall at El Paso at .17 inches fol
the month.

The full moon for April occurs on the 1st, and is commonly known
as the Pink Moon, and also the Paschal Moon. The New Moon occurs
on the 17th. April will not see any Lunar or Solar eclipses
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ENSO FQrecast .

ENSO is currently transitioning to neutral phase and will
likely transition to El Nifio phase by early summer.

Model Predictions of ENSO from Mar 2026

Official NOAA CPC ENSO Probabilities (issued March 2026)
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With a La Nifa pattern, a ridge of high
pressure tends to build off the west coast o
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and
. down to the southeastern part of the countr
Of course it is important to remember that
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allowing winter storms to sweep across the
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western U.S. above normal precipitation.
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
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Valid for March 19 - June 30, 2026
Released March 19, 2026
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Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor

R / areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Author:
Brad Pugh

NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center
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March 2026 rainfall estimate
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Radar rainfall estimate percent of normal
for the Water Year (Oct 1 -~ Mar 31)
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Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: April 2026
Issued: March 31, 2026
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: April 2026
Issued: March 31, 2026
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2026
Issued: March 19, 2026
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook
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Issued: March 19, 2026
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