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May 2026 Weather Summary 

May ended up being a little cooler and wetter than normal. 

Average temperatures ranged from about zero to 3 degrees above 

normal. Much of this was due to abnormally warm low 

temperatures. High temperatures for many sites were actually a bit 

below normal. At El Paso the high temperature for the month was 

97°, while the low temperature for the month was 51°. 

     May turned out to be above normal for rainfall for much of the 

area east of the Continental Divide with many sites reporting 120 to 

200 percent of normal rainfall. Exceptions to this were much of El 

Paso and Hudspeth Counties which saw below normal rainfall. Also 

areas west of the Continental Divide continued with their below 

normal rainfall which exacerbates their longer term drought, as 

much of the area is still well below normal for the water year, which 

began in October. Major weather events for the month included a 

Pacific storm system moving through on May 1-2 with moderate 

rainfall reported across much of the area. 



May 2026 Weather Summary 

Toward the end of the month, a dry-line moved in on May 25, kicking 

off scattered thunderstorms.

     Looking ahead to June, daylight and temperatures continue to 

climb, although at a much slower rate, as we approach the Summer 

Solstice on June 21. The average high temperature at El Paso on June 

1 is 95°, warming to 97° on June 30. Length of daylight on the 1st is 14 

hrs, 5 min, increasing to 14 hrs, 13 mins on the Summer Solstice, and 

beginning to decrease, totaling 14 hrs, 11 mins on June 30.

     Normal rainfall at El Paso for June is .73 of an inch. June begins 

the uptick in rainfall across all the Borderland as we approach the 

Monsoon Season. Some Monsoon Seasons start in mid/late June, while 

others begin the first week or so of July. 



May 2026 Weather Summary 

June’s full moons will occur on the 29th, and is know as the 

Strawberry Moon. The New Moon occurs on June 14. June will not 

see any Lunar or Solar eclipses. 



May 1 Storm in El Paso
May 1 Storm in El Paso

May 1 Storm near Silver City May 2 Silver City-Great Day for 

a Bike Race



May 1 Ski Apache May 1 Ski Apache

May 1 Timberon



May 16 Wildfire Sunland Park

May 20 Haboob Santa TeresaMay 20 Haboob moving into 

west El Paso

May 21 Seven Cabin Fire



May 23 Seven Cabin Fire
May 29 Hazy El Paso

May 25 Lightning at El Paso May 25 Lightning at El Paso



May 6 Hummingbird 

Wildfire at 5650 acres



May 24 Seven Cabins 

Wildfire at 26,421 acres



ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory (expires soon)

El Niño Watch (new)

ENSO Alert System

El Niño or La Niña Watch: Issued when conditions are

favorable for the development of  El Niño or La Niña

conditions in the next six months.

El Niño or La Niña Advisory:  Issued when El Niño or La Niña

conditions are observed and expected to continue.



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is currently in a weak El Niño phase and will likely 

reach strong by the end of summer and very strong this Fall.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



May 26, 2026 Feb 24, 2026

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Precipitation for the Water YTD Oct 1 – May 31, 2026
Compared to last few years and average values

Median

2025

2019

Upper Rio Grande Basin

2026





(Record Low Temps)

Temperature and precipitation data for 

April 2026 in El Paso = record

Actual: .64”

Normal: 0.43”

(Record High Temps)

88 87 92 9495 96 93 95 8994



2026 Temperature and Precipitation

through April for El Paso 



.27

.14

1.81

1.17

.23.37

.45

.64

.41

.21

.67

.74

.91

MSG

.11

.77

1.77

.62

.76

.70

.33

1.37

.35

1.37

.99

.63

1.33

.46

.64

MSG

1.28

.35

.84













Average Daily Mean Temperature 

for May 2026



Daily Mean Temperature Departure

from Normal, May 2026



Total Precipitation for May 2026



Percent of  Normal Precipitation 

for May 2026



Selected Weather Reports May 2026

Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAY 3  700 AM RODEO-HIDALGO 1.56” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  630 PM MAYHILL-OTERO 1.46” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  626 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 1.03” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  800 AM TIMBERON-OTERO 0.95” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  616 PM ALAMOGORDO-OTERO 0.80” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM LAS CRUCES 2ENE-DONA ANA 0.72” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  730 AM SILVER CITY 2NW-GRANT 0.70” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM HILLSBORO-SIERRA 0.61” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO 0.55” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM EL PASO 6N-EL PASO 0.50” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM MESQUITE-DONA ANA 0.40” 24 HOUR RAINFALL

MAY 3  700 AM CLIFF 6NE-GRANT 0.40” 24 HOUR RAINFALL



Selected Weather Reports May 2026

Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAY 13  500 PM LORDSBURG PLAYA MP11-HIDALGO 80 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 13  500 PM LORDSBURG PLAYA MP12-HIDALGO 70 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 13  441 PM MESCALERO-OTERO 49 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 13  725 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 43 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 13  435 PM GRANT CO AIRPORT-GRANT 40 MPH PEAK WIND



Special Features
www.weather.gov/epz/elpwindrosedata



Don’t Forget-Current and past 

issues of our Weather Digest are 

available on our website at

www.weather.gov/epz/

Just click on “Weather Digest” icon, then 

choose which month’s Digest to view.  

Also, though discontinued, don’t forget to 

check out our back issues of Southwest 

Weather Bulletin.

http://www.weather.gov/epz/
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