~ Drought Information Statement for

South Central Texas
Valid March 5, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service Austin/San Antonio

Contact Information: nws.sanantonio@noaa.gov

A e This product will be updated April 2, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e g Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/EWX/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Exceptional Drought Conditions return to parts of the service area for the first
time since late October 2025.

Streamflows continue to trend lower with nearly all watersheds reporting
less than normal percentiles.

Drought outlook does not bode well for improvement through the next 3
months with warmer than normal weather expected to continue.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

S
vy >»>> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for South Central Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought intensity and Extent K | L
o DL AT IR 14419 Covers Dimmit County. -
m Percent of Area: 4.10%

o EFEENEICINGLY: Covers The |-35 Corridor, and W.s {'

much of the Coastal Plains. A
m Percent of Area: 51.95%

o D2 (Severe Drought): Covers portions of the Hill
Country, Rio Grande Plains and I-35 Corridor.
m Percent of Area: 68.16% -

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Covers portions of the
Edwards Plateau and Hill Country.
m Percent of Area: 88.15%

o  DO: (Abnormally Dry): Covers the Hill Country and
Edwards Plateau.
m Percent of Area: 99.98%

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 03/03/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought Worsened: Dimmit County.

o No Change: The remainder of South
Central Texas.

o Drought Improved: None
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v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

-
v.,.3 Link to the latest 4-week change map for South Central Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor 4-Week Change Map

o LA

Drought Degradation

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1

Drought Improvement

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov DataValid: 02/24/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_tx_chng_4W.png
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The entire service area
saw below normal
rainfall over the past 30
days.
o Large area of less
than 25 percent of
normal rainfall.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Precipitation

»> Links to the latest Precipitation Accumulation and Percent of Normal over the past 30 days

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

by
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Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 03/05/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 03/05/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-precipitation-accumulations-(inches)-southern.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-southern.png
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é Summary of Impacts

s> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter
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Hydrologic Impacts

The majority of streamflows across the service area fall within the below to much below normal percentile. (USGS)

[ J

° Isolated watersheds in the I-35 corridor and Coastal Plains fall within the normal percentile. (USGS)
e  Storage in area reservoirs remain low at Medina, Canyon Lake, and Amistad.

e  See next page for more details.

Agricultural Impacts
e  Please see the latest Crop & Weather Report from Texas A&M Agrilife.
e  Crop moisture index values show normal condition over the region. (NWS Climate Prediction Center)

Fire Hazard Impacts
e  The Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook calls for above normal fire potential in March.

° (National Interagency Coordination Center)
e See Fire Hazard page for more details.

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/category/farm-ranch/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

e The majority of
streamflows across the
service area fall within
the below to much
below normal
percentile.

e |solated watersheds in
the |I-35 corridor and
Coastal Plains, and Hill
Country fall within the
near to above normal
category.

Additional data:
Edwards Aquifer, Bexar Index Well J-17

as

of Mar 5, 2026:

10 day average: 626.9

Historical Monthly Average: 667.3
Departure from Average: -41

w National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Pool Current Percent
Reservoir Elevation Elevation Full
Amistad 1117.00 feet 1049.84 feet 31.6%
Lake Austin 492.9 feet 492.25 feet 96.4%
Lake 0,
Buchanan 1020.00 feet 1017.87 feet 94.5%
Canyon Lake 909.00 feet 887.45 feet 60%
Geotdelown | 791.00feet = 783.37 feet 75.8%
ake
Granger Lake 504.00 feet 504.28 feet 100%
Lake LBJ 825.00 feet 824.71 feet 98.3%
La"iﬂ:""e 738.00 feet 736.45 feet 95.6%
Medina Lake 1064.2 feet 977.84 feet 4.2%
Lake Travis 681.00 feet 665.80 feet 76.1%

Table caption: TWDB Reservoir conditions as of
March 5, 2026

R . . 588 monitoring locations

A5 "y Data collection - Continuous
3

be %

Using filters for
Data collection duration - The last 120 days

8 4 showing locations with
Q___a - Discharge, cubic feet per second

¢ Show only locations with

{ )
o e ¢ (@ Discharge
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& (O Depth to water level
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O Water temperature

L} -
o, 'O Anydata
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Click amonitoring location or zoom map for more details.

Legend

O Monitoring location with Discharge, cubic feet per second
! Extreme conditions

Current condition estimate

05 10-25 2575 75-90 95-100
Extremely below Below normal Normal Above normal Extremely above

No estimate available
Location has less than 20 years of daily data

Figure Caption: Daily historical percentile
discharge, valid Mar 5, 2026.

National Weather Service
Austin/San Antonio


https://data.edwardsaquifer.org/AquiferConditions
https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx

Agricultural Impacts

re 2> Links to the latest Crop Moisture Index by Division.
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e Crop moisture index values show near :
o Crop Moisture Index @
to below normal Cond|t|on5, Value for the February 22 - 28, 2026 v

i i Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile
particularly over the Rio Grande
Plains.

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)
BB O T Cabms sesscn Based on prefiminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
'WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2to29
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to1 M Above 3
-0.9to.9
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mospheric ministration . .
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/CMI.png
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?, s> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Keetch Byram
Drought Index values
of 500-800 are noted
for much of the
region.

o Portions of the
Hill Country are
the sole areas
with KBDI
values below
400.

The Significant
Wildland Fire
Potential Outlook
calls for above normal
fire potential in
March.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2026
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential
PREDICTIVE|

B Above [ State Boundary n SERVICES
N Below [ Geographic Area Boundary
[ Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
April 2026

2

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

M Above [ State Boundary
B Below [ Geographic Area Boundary
L Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

PREDICTIVE
SERVICES

Burn bans remain for 29 of our 33
counties as of March 5, 2026. Latest
County Burn Ban map available here.

National Weather Service
Austin/San Antonio



https://twc.tamu.edu/kbdi
https://twc.tamu.edu/kbdi
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png

#***

&

Much of the area has
equal chances for
above, below, or near
normal precipitation for
March.

o  Portions of the
Hill Country
lean towards
above normal
precipitation.

The entire area is
shown to lean towards
above normal for
temperatures for the
month of March.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for March 1, 2026-March

31,2026

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 02/28/26
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% s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Temperature Outlook for March 1, 2026-March

31,2026

=

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 02/28/26

National Weather Service
Austin/San Antonio


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

& Drought Outlook
T"’4'* N ,a,"s The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for February 28,
e The three month ey s

drought outlook shows
drought persisting for
much of the area with
drought ending for a
portion of Williamson
County.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 02/28/26
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DroughtlIsPredicted To...



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

