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● NWS Peachtree City/Atlanta does not issue Freeze Watches/Warnings between 
November 20th and late March/early April (non-growing season)

● New cold-season “consolidation” products taken from climatology and better 
represents unusual or extreme cold weather that poses a more significant threat to life 

Disclaimer / Important Notes for North & Central GA 
Forecast Area
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● NWS Atlanta Local Decision Support Page
○ Review resources (sections and tabs) on page + cold / winter pages
○ ForecastPoints page (planning)
○ Briefing section

● Review Winter Page (probabilistic info)
○ New graphics (zoomed-in maps for snow)
○ Probabilistic info for Ice (internal)

● “Cold” weather/temperature page (zoomed-in maps) – probabilistic info

Forecast Tools & Resources
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(Local Decision Support Page)

www.weather.gov/ffc/dss
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● Forecast goes out 3 
nights

● Currently displayed 
for ATL, Macon, and 
Athens (looking to 
expand)

● Thresholds set for 
36F, 32F, and 28F but 
can be adjusted
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How can they help?

● Gives potential for high/low 
values which can help with 
contingency planning

● Glean confidence in forecast –
how large is the range in 
values?

● Messaging. Low-end; we 
expect at least this much. On 
the high-end, we could have 
as much as XX. 

Probabilistic Winter (Snow/Ice) Forecasts

Low End

Official Forecast 
What we Expect

High End

< 0.5”
1-2”

3-4”
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Local Graphics (Snow & Ice)
www.weather.gov/ffc/winter

● NWS Snowfall Forecast
● High-end amount = reasonable worst case 

(10% chance of seeing this much)
● Low-end amount = expect at least this much 

(90% chance)
● Location Exceedance Probabilities (% chance 

of seeing “XX amount” or more)



weather.gov

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Local Graphics (Snow & Ice)
www.weather.gov/ffc/winter

● NWS Snowfall Forecast
● High-end amount = reasonable worst case 

(10% chance of seeing this much)
● Low-end amount = expect at least this much 

(90% chance)
● Location Exceedance Probabilities (% chance 

of seeing “XX amount” or more)



weather.gov

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Other Useful Tools on NWS Winter Page

www.weather.gov/ffc/winter

● Zoomed-in Maps for Snow and Ice (NEW: 2023-24)

● Winter Storm Severity Index
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Zoomed-in Maps (snow & ice accumulation)
www.weather.gov/ffc/winter
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www.weather.gov/ffc/winter

● Significant multi-year research project 
involving numerous weather and 
climate experts

● Incorporates local climatology (i.e. 
frequency of events) + six key 
variables/factors that result in 5-level 
“Impact(s)” system

● Does not depict official warnings and 
should always be used in context with 
official NWS forecasts and warnings.
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NWSChat 2.0 (Slack)
partnerservices.nws.noaa.gov/registration


