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THE STORM 

SPOTTER CHECKLIST

SUPERCELLS

Low Level Clues

❏ Rain-free base
❏ Warm, moist air flowing into

the storm (inflow)
❏ Inflow bands
❏ Shelf Cloud

Mid & Upper Level Clues

❏ Crisp, cauliflower texture to
updraft

IS THE TORNADO THREAT 
INCREASING?

❏ Rounded updraft tower
❏ Striations (mid-level cloud bands)
❏ Circular updraft base
❏ Increasing spin in wall cloud / cloud

base
❏ Increased inflow
❏ Rapid vertical motions near wall

cloud
❏ Clear slot formation
❏ Rain burst develops behind the wall

cloud or a rain curtain surrounds the
wall cloud

SHELF CLOUDS

❏ Slope down and away from rain
❏ Changes position with respect to the rain (can move

far ahead of the rain)
❏ Found near the front or middle of the storm

WALL CLOUDS

❏ Are usually pronounced features
❏ Slope down and towards rain
❏ Maintain their position with respect to the rain

(moves along with the rain)
❏ Form under a smooth, flat updraft base

Wind Speed Estimation

32-38 mph:Whole trees in motion. Some resistance when walking.

39-46 mph: Twigs and small branches (1-3” diameter) broken off of trees.

47-54 mph: Chimney covers and roof tiles blown off. TV antennas damaged. Lots of twig and branch damage.

55-63 mph: Roof damage begins. Small trees blown over or uprooted.

64-75 mph: Widespread damage occurs. Large trees up rooted or blown over.

75-112 mph: Severe and extensive damage. Roofs peeled off. Windows broken. RVs and small mobile homes

overturned. Moving cars pushed off roads.
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