
May 5, 1964 

Terrible Tuesday 

For folks in central Nebraska, May 5th, 1964 started out like any other day, but by sunset would be a day of total 

destruction.  During the afternoon, a line of severe thunderstorms developed and quickly pushed through the region.  

Along its path, the line spawned numerous tornadoes, including an F4 tornado that nearly destroyed the town of 

Wolbach.  But the biggest was yet to come.  By 5 p.m., the line dropped a tornado just southeast of Hastings which 

quickly developed into an F5 on the Fujita Scale, the largest possible.  The tornado trekked nearly 70 miles to the 

northeast, devastating everything in its path.  Two fatalities occurred that night, along with numerous injuries.  Several 

farmsteads suffered extensive damage, some with no buildings left standing.  

F5 Tornado Rips Through Central Nebraska 

Background:  Irrigation pipe in the 

trees on the Walter Troester farm 5 

miles southeast of Aurora.  All  

buildings were destroyed.   

Photo credit to the Aurora  

News-Register.  

Although the tornado swept through numerous counties, damage to the 

southeast portion of Hamilton County was by far the greatest.  From south 

of Giltner near the Hamilton - Clay County line to east of Hampton near the 

Hamilton - York County line, nearly 3 million dollars in damage 

occurred. Over 42 farmsteads received damage, some with no buildings 

left standing, and over 100 livestock were killed in the path of this 

tornado.   

Headline from Aurora News-Register.   

Right:  The Hilmer Peters farm, located 1 ½ miles east of 

the Hamilton - York County line, was totally destroyed.  

Mr. and Mrs. Peters and family got in their car and left 

before the storm struck.  Not a building was left  

standing.  

Photo credit to the Aurora News-Register. 

This map shows an approximate track of the tornado path as it swept 

northeast from its touchdown point in Adams County to near Bellwood 

in Butler County, where it lifted.  This track was created by estimating the 

location of damage points as given by local newspapers covering the 

tornado at the time.  
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Right:  Just days after the tornado, Park Aerial Surveys, Inc. 

took aerial photographs of the tornado track to the east and 

northeast of Shelby, Nebraska.  Loops across the land leave a 

scar as a painful reminder of the twisters destruction.  

Photo credit to the Monthly Weather Review. 

Left:  Located directly in the path of the storm, roughly 4 

miles east of Hampton on Highway 34, this farm received 

extensive damage.  Sadly, the owners Mr. Clessen Turner 

and his daughter Mrs. Theodore Reed were the two  

fatalities that day.   

Photo credit to the Aurora News-Register.  

Tornado Track 


