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February 13, 2025

Spring Flood Outlook - Overview e

o~

§5rinq Flood Risk Across Central/South Central NE and North Central KS is Generally:

Below Normal (Overall) to Near-To-Below Normal (shorter term ice jam risk)

N/

Local area snowpack is currently fairly minimal (mainly 2-5” depth...0.10-0.40” liquid content)

Mountain snowpack in the North/South Platte River Basins is near to below normal with plenty of
storage space in some reservoirs upstream of our area such as Lake McConaughy

Soil moisture is overall drier than normal and should be capable of absorbing plenty of moisture once
the ground thaws...thus limiting spring flood potential

Current streamflow on most of our rivers is averaging near normal to below normal

The CPC longer range precipitation outlook (March-May) indicates a mix of “equal chances” in our
area along with a slight lean toward below normal precip (no clear above normal indicators)

Shorter-term possible ice jam risk late Feb-early March: Ongoing/upcoming very cold temperatures
especially next 7-10 days will grow ice, with expectation of a late-Feb warm-up causing some
melt/ice movement.

NQOTE: Isolated flooding is still possible even in dry years and when the overall flood risk is low.
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Spring Flood Outlook - Risk Factors e

¥y Central/South Central Nebraska and North Central Kansas

Bottom Line Up Front

Shorter Term: Longer Term:
Late Feb-early March Late March - May e Below Normal OVERALL Spring Flood Risk:
Biggest factors are drought/drier soil and
seasonal precipitation not forecast to be above
normal.

Contributing Factors

Local Area Snowpack

Mountain Snowpack
e Near-to-Below Normal Shorter Term Ice

Jam Flood Risk (Platte/Loup Rivers):
Ongoing/upcoming very cold temperatures
especially next 7-10 days will grow ice, with
expectation of a late-Feb warm-up causing
some melt/ice movement.

River Ice/Frozen Ground

Soil Moisture

Streamflow o
e Streamflow: Our main rivers are mostly

running with below to near normal flow.

Precipitation Outlook

e Precipitation Outlooks: CPC indicates a mix

Elevated of “equal chances” and a slight lean toward
Impact Level below normal precip March-May
@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
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Regional Showpack
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2024-25 Seasonal Snow-To-Date SR T 2

All but far southeast areas still “well behind schedule”...despite recent Feb. 11-12 show

As of Feb 12, 2025: @ Season Total Snow

As of: February 12, 2025 - 6AM CST

Grand Island | |
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@ 90-Day Precip Percent 7 2
As of: February 13, 2025 - 6AM CST e
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Slightly Below Normal Water Year Precipitation in Basins That “Feed” Platte River
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7-Day Average Streamflow

s As of Feb. 12

Key Messages

> Most rivers are currently
running normal-to-below
normal within our forecast

darea
Explanation - Percentile classes
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Accumulated Freezing Degree Days for Grand Island, NE

v ¥

Current projection is steady accumulation of FFD/Ice the next 7-10
days (overall very cold)...then leveling off as temperatures 2019
moderate

Running a little below average on FDD for seasonsofar | ety
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Key Messages

-> At least slightly below
normal prevailing over
our area

=> Soil should be able to
absorb a good deal of
spring moisture once
thaws

@ National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
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Key Messages U.S. Drought Monitor February 11, 2025

High Plains M e
-> Mostly Moderate J
Drought (D1) across
our forecast area

> VERY LITTLE =g T

| [ ] ooAbnormally bry

change over the — P
. [ b2 severe Drougnt
winter so far

I o: Extreme Drought
I o: Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scal
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For mol
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

-> Soil should be able i
to absorb a good ,
deal of spring -
moisture once thaws

Author:

Lindsay Johnson
National Drought Mitigation Center
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Valid: February 18 - 22, 2025

6-10 Day Temperature Outlook @

Probability Probability

4 Above (Percent Chance) R s (Percent Chance)
¢ Above Normal Below Normal o A Above Normal Below Normal
", . Leaning_/” [ 33-40% 33-40% I:I\> Leaning =4 o Leaning /[ 33-40% 33-40% 7] \> Leaning
o Above » ” Above I 050% 40-50% [/~ Below _ Above \ w0 o [/ Below
s lear
= 50-60% 50-60% " I 50-60%
™ Aleutian Islands 5 Lo i Normal it Mi\‘ - Aleutian Islands o i Normal
: i - — - Near Likely ) =
R / k'bkdy W 70-80% 70-80% [ > ;wk’ely . Normal Near \,ﬁ Abovi . 70-80%
.. “ ove w0000 o elow 4 Normal > . s0-00%
e . e I s0- - Il HE B
N g Above . 50-100% 90-100% I/ N . 20-100% 90-100% M/

Atmospheric Administration

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
v Hastings, NE



February 13, 2025
1:13 PM

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: February 20 - 26, 2025
Issued: February 12, 2025

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook @

Valid: February 20 - 26, 2025
Issued: February 12, 2025
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Monthly Precipitation Outiook &

Valid: February 2025
Issued: January 31, 2025

Monthly Temperature Outlook &

Valid: February 2025
Issued: January 31, 2025
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March - May
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March - May

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2025
Issued: January 16, 2025
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
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Issued: January 16, 2025
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This Concludes 2025 Spring Flood Outlook #1
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