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The month of November started warm and dry and remained as such through much of the 
month. Sunny skies and temperatures 5-10 degrees above normal dominated the first week. A 
weak system brought a brief return to seasonal temperatures and some light mountain snow to 
the northern Divide on the 6th and 7th, but dry and warm weather reasserted itself by the 9th. 
Conditions remained warm and quiet through the midpoint of the month before a pattern shift 
finally brought cooler and wetter conditions by the 16th. The snow with this system remained 
generally above 9000 feet, and favored the southern and central mountains, although the 
northern ranges picked up a couple of inches as well. Temperatures finally dropped to near or 
slightly below normal for mid-November as colder air filtered in. Moist and unsettled 
conditions remained through the end of the month, although temperatures did gradually creep 
back up into the 5-10 degrees above normal range. Another round of mountain snow targeted 
the southern and central mountains by the 21st, but drier and warmer weather returned again 
by the 24th. The lead up to the Thanksgiving holiday was characterized by this quiet pattern, 
but change was once again on the horizon. A quick moving clipper brought snow and cooler 
temperatures for Friday the 28th, and a stronger and much colder system brought snow down 
to valley floors by the 30th. This system made quite a mess of travel, with numerous accidents 
along the I-70 corridor from Grand Junction all the way through to Vail Pass. For a generally 
quiet month, November managed to end on a messy note.
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NOTE: all data mentioned is collected from our automated observing stations from 10 
airports across the area. Some observers in more remote areas may have measured 
warmer or colder temperatures, or more or less precipitation than mentioned in this 
summary.
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In the days leading up to Tuesday, November 11th, two Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs) 
launched from the sun and headed toward Earth. On the 11th, these solar storms reached 
Earth, resulting in a geomagnetic storm that the Space Weather Prediction Center (SWPC) 
rated at a G4 (G5 is the top of the scale). When these solar storms interact with the Earth's 
magnetic field, one of the results is the Aurora Borealis in the northern hemisphere, and the 
Aurora Australis in the southern hemisphere. The stronger the solar storm, the brighter and 
more extensive the lights. With this storm, the lights were so bright and expansive that they 
were able to be seen from Alabama and northern Florida. The lights were visible to the 
naked eye even in very light polluted locations, such as Seattle and Chicago. And here in 
the Grand Valley, numerous people wandered out into the night to catch a glimpse. 
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Location AVG Temp (°F)
(VS Normal)

Warmest Temp (°
F)

Coldest Temp 
(°F)

Aspen, CO 38.0 (+6.0) 67 on 11/3 15 on 11/30

Cortez, CO 42.9 (+5.3) 72 on 11/3 21 on 11/27, 29

Craig, CO 37.7 (+5.9) 69 on 11/2 10 on 11/9

Durango, CO 41.6 (+5.7) 68 on 11/2, 3 22 on 11/9

Grand Junction, CO 46.7 (+7.1) 70 on 11/5 27 on 11/29

Meeker, CO 40.1 (+6.5) 71 on 11/2 15 on 11/9

Montrose, CO 44.2 (+6.1) 69 on 11/5 24 on 11/27, 29

Rifle, CO 42.5 (+6.0) 68 on 11/5 22 on 11/9, 27

Canyonlands Airport, UT 46.0 (+6.5) 72 on 11/5 26 on 11/29

Vernal, UT 42.7 (+7.7) 66 on 11/4 22 on 11/30
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PRECIPITATION
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Location Total Precipitation
(in.)

Departure from Normal 
(in.)

Aspen, CO 0.32 -0.72

Cortez, CO 1.15 +0.36

Craig, CO 0.41 -0.58

Durango, CO 0.76 -0.37

Grand Junction, CO 0.67 +0.06

Meeker, CO 0.45 -0.69

Montrose, CO 0.45 -0.11

Rifle, CO 0.20 -0.43

Canyonlands Airport, UT 0.63 +0.23

Vernal, UT 0.38 -0.05
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P R E C I P I T A T I O N
DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL
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R    E    P    O    R    T
Site Date Record Type New Record Previous 

Record

Grand 
Junction, CO

November 
16th

High Min 
Temperature 44F 43F in 1965

A total of 1 daily record was set across the primary climate sites
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D  R  O  U  G  H  T 
CONDITIONS

U    P    D    A   T    E
AS OF DECEMBER 2ND 

There have been only minor changes to drought conditions during the month of 
November. Abnormally Dry (D0) conditions have nibbled away at Moderate (D1) 
conditions in central-western Colorado. Likewise, a few pockets of Extreme (D3) Drought 
have been nibbled away at across eastern Utah, and the central Colorado mountains have 
slight improvements to the pockets of Extreme (D3) and Severe (D2) Drought. A pocket of 
Abnormally Dry (D0) conditions in northwest Colorado worsened to Moderate (D1).
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Source: 
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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S N O W P A C K 
C O N DITION S

U    P    D    A    T    E
AS OF DECEMBER 1st 

The month of November was relatively dry across 
eastern Utah and western Colorado, and this is reflected 
in the snowpack. A few strong, moist storms from the 
southwest gave the southern basins an edge. The 
Southeastern Utah basin is at 90-100% of normal, while 
the San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan basin is at 
60-70% of normal, and the Gunnison basin is at 50-60% 
of normal. To the north, the Colorado Headwaters and 
Yampa-White-Little Snake basins are both in the 30-40% 
range, while the Duchesne basin is in the 40-50% range, 
and the Northeastern Uintas are at 50-60% of normal for 
the end of November.
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O   U   T   L   O   O   K
TEMPERATURES & PRECIPITATION

The latest guidance from the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) is leaning toward above 
normal temperatures for all of eastern Utah and most of western Colorado, with a 
40-50% likelihood. Chances are lower for the central and northern Divide mountains, 
with a 33-40% likelihood. As for precipitation, CPC is indicating equal chances of above 
or below normal precipitation for the region, with increasing chances of above normal 
precipitation as you move north.
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