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Lear Folkg:=
is bick from ¢ trip to Ut. ¥Frencis and gove us

Fronk dr. : :
age from the folks there, which I'll try to pass

word-of-mouth mess
on tu Yyou.

Junior drove to St. Frenels by the ¥cnsoos route and hod to
rord streams and run thru mud up over his running bourd. At Ot.
Fruncis they uced a tractor to pull Lhim thru the river and water
-ent up over the floor bocrds of the car. There just are no roads
wushed ocud gullied, with culverts gone as well as bridges,- it's
o wonder he got thru ct &all. ¥i11l and Nina bect him to Crig's
plece by 3 or 4 hours but had to drive perheps 150 miles extra -
t0 set there.

"rank and Lorc had some forewarning of the flood on liny 30.
thet nicht ot 11:00 o'clock the water was up around their nouse.

~tcr it entercd the house to about the depth of the mop-boards,
g
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d then it begon receding somewhat. They thought the worst was
ver but early in the morning it came on cgain in recurring waves
hoet just geve them no time to do anything; got arm~-pit deep to
Yrank very quickly. HNora was perched on the%¥tcble, wranped in o
Ilavaejo rug. They decided to climb out and nora reached for a cout,
clipred and Tell off and submerged. Frenk succeeded in grabbing
her by the hair, ond bringing her un. In the mezntime, Frank had
cone to the bedroom window and kicked it out in order to crawl
out that woy. Just as they started out the window, the house
v.lls collansed outwerdly eand the roof came down, but they were
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“swept outward from under it. They really clung to the roof more

then anything else s they were swept down—-streem. Went about

& miles in some 30 minutes, and by that time sew that their roof
wi s coon ¢oing to pieces. They cought hold of the branches of &
iree and storpcd themselves, end ofter a great deal of difficulty,
Frenk cucceeded in clombering umn on the troch that had piled up
cround the tree, with woter perhauvs 1€ feet deep below it.

It wiis & long time before his efforts and jlora's got her un
to o civilur vant: e point, and che wos nretty nearly exhausted
ty thot time. They rodac it out there, with 3 or 4 bull-snzlies,

L. ri.opepn with 1ts young, spd £ beobeont:

The vwiter went down cventurlly, ang I believe they got their
et on the ;round. It rogse oscin somewhat but not seriously.
wi.s 30 sours hcefore they were rescued irom this place.

Tive hired men hed been auwey fom home on the 30th, and wees
snot reterning when hiph wi ter siopt hini. I think he suent the
«tt 1n his cor «nd then got ocut and wilked toward home; didn't

h the loure in tlime to help but got there just in time to sce
locting off vith Prank and hore. lle hoofed it over toward
'o, rnd findlly borrowed & horue to finish the trip. Cris
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ond others got out and went down the river until they spottgq
Pronk wnd hor: ond recornized them. The latter, howevcr3 didn't
know it wes Cris becouce they hed lost their glesses. Tnere_
wesn't any possible way of setting to them and 1t wus ogly ;iter
the witer had gone down somewhat and Cris and others had bgllt

. yeft of bridre plonking, supported by oil-brrrels, all wired
tocetner thit they could let the raft down by wiresc and et the
folkc. In the mezntime, & rescuc party wes working just ws Tevers
jehly on the othcr side of the river, and Cris beat them perhaps
only 30 minutes.

Fronk end Fora were telken to o farm-house vhere they clean-
ed un cnd went to bed. Cris went on home to et more clothing
for them. The rescue wcs on Saturday cfternoon, &ndéd on Sundey
they went back with Cris. They are not scriously injured, just
lumoed and bruised cround the legs, and neither one has had the
slightest bit of a cold after 51l that cxposure. Nore, who had
to hitch her way upstairs becouse of & bod knce now patters right
uvrstairs like anybody else. Rather heroic trectnent for knee
tr-uble, and not wrescribed for cenerzl use!

Only & few things recovered from Frank's plece, and those
were picked up by verious people miles dowvn the river, and scved
Ter them,--a Kavajo rug; a brand new auilt lora hed just finished;
¢ chine platter and a china wash bowl, - neither one checked or
cripped at all, etc. Cris and his brother-in-law lost some
crttle, but are profiting from the fact thet they were all brond-
cd ond ear-marked, &nd the sheriff has gone with them to help
recssemble them. They ore still shy some 35 head. Up where
Cris lives it rained so hard that the water couldn't get cowey,
erd it just crme into the house anywoy. He 1s oway from the
rivers so this wus not the river flood.

Prank end Mora mey come down to Edison in & week or two,
ord Junior thinks they may spend some time with him this sumncr,
here in Lircoln. Honneh cnd I were talking cbout it last night,
¢md would be rlad to huve them tcoke care of our house for us
vhi1le we cre away July and furust. We don't know what thelr
nlens will be, and 1 don't believe they know yet themselves.
iine ord Will brought them © lot of things from their store,
woich neturelly met their wost immediste necds. #hen I osked

10r if there woo onything ot 211 thoat we could do he stid,
"o, tiere ion't, it's just a motter of woiting until theilr riang
cre wmode," Crio wents to keen them; Fronk wontc them; and we
went them. .
1 ucss this is the end of Revort llo. 3
Sinccrely,
Q.d B
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Republican Valley ¥Flood
Disaster Story
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ferguson, who drifted eight miles down
the river from the Wilson farm to an island in the South Fork
east of the McDonald farm, tasted neither food nor water for
thirty hours after their perilous flight down the raging tor-
rents. The J. £. McDonald family tried to get coffee and a
lunch to them but the river channel was too wide. They said
thzt they had not suffered from either hunger or thirst during
all that time but that strong coffee tasted mighty good to them
after the rescue. In a conversation with Benkelman friends
later, Nr. Ferguson said that the roof was reduced from its or-
iginal size to less than one fourth at the time of striking the
1sland. Constantly hitting floating trees and wreckage on its
mad flight down the river was weakening it rapidly and he said
he doubted if it would have held together much longer to serve
as the only possibility between life and death for them. He
said that it was caught in high waves and submerged at inter-
vals of several seconds at a time for as many as ten times in
the eight miles they rode it. "Whenever it hit wreckage or a
cross current I would yell to my wife to hold on and then under
we would go. Sometimes it seemed like a long time before we
came to the surface again and each time relief came to me in un-
expressable terms when I discovered that Mrs. Ferguson had been
able to hold on and that we were both safe again, at least for
the moment. When it hit the island, outstretched limbs of friend-
ly trees seemed to be extended to us and when we got a firm hold
on them and found ourselves safely on the island, it was far
above the power of words to express the feeling of gratitude
f or the 2lmost miraculous escape from almost certain death
that came to both of us."

There were all kinds of small animals lodged on the island
but "after riding those river currents for eight miles, there was
not any more scare left in us". The only thing that gave cause
for serious thought was a huge bob cet that at one time became
co friendly that he came within six feet of them. He didn't
seem to be a bit vicious nor yet apain was he afraid. "In fecx,™
lir. Ferguson said, "he seemed to be in a2 stupor and wasn't much
interested in anything further than keeping out of the water."
Upposcums were quite numerous on the island and there was at
least one skunk. The thing that worried Mr. and Nrs. Ferguson
most was the rresence of snakes, especinlly those of the water
veriety. "They seemed to be everywhere," lir. Ferguson said,
"end 1 killed several of them to keep a spot clear. Dogzens of
ilhrem were clinging cround the trees and entwined around the
bgshes and smaller trees. It got terribly chilly during the
night and there was no way of helypang it. #11 one could do wos
te =1t s1ill and watch for the dawn. DBut all of these things
were better than the howling, gurgling waves that were around
us on every side. When the sun cume out all we had to do was to
w1l for the rescue which was begun shortly after daybreak, and
to keep from sternines on annbvea v
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OBSIKRVATIONS ON THr 1935 REPUBLICAN

RIVER FLOOD 1N NEBRASKA
BY
Frank H. Ferguson

At the time of the 1935 Republican River Flood, my wife ana 1 were
living in Lincoln, Nebraska, I was a Territory Service Representative
for International Harvester Company. I came home for the week end and
we were listening on the radio to accounts of property damage and miss-
ing persons in the Edison and Oxford, Nebraska area, We never gave a
thought that any problem could exist with my parents near Benkelman,
Nebraska. However, we were worried about my sister, Mrs, Merlin Marte- 4
in, and her family who lived on a farm near Edison, ' :

About midnight we could stand it no longer so Ralph and Tarnie Andrews
and I got in the car and drove to Edison, arriving there early Sunday
morning. The farm was deserted, The water, which had receded, lacked
only a few inches of getting in the house at its highest point. We
found the family safe at a neighboring farm on higher ground., Merlin's
parents who lived nearby had waded with Merlin, Florence, and family to
higher ground and safety in the middle of the night., The parents' car,
home, and all belongings were washed away,

The scene was terrible, homes gone, trees uprooted every where, and
water still covering the entire valley. '

~ When we arrived home in Lincoln about midnight we were contacted by

phone by Uncle 0lin (0.J.Ferguson) who read a small article from a Kan-
sas City paper to the effect that an "aged couple by the name of Fer-
fFuson were last seen near Benkelman floating in midstream on the roof
of their house". Needless to say that was a shock to us. Telephone
connections were practically nonexistent, but I finally talked with the
County Sheriff at St.Francis, Kansas who told me he thought the folks
were rescued but he did not know for sure., We were unable to contact
any other town so just hoped his statement was true,

taving seen the amount of the flood and the destruction near Edison,

I was almost sure the only bridee that remainaﬁtanding would be at Su-
perior, Nebraska, so I left immediately for Superior, hoping to cross
and go to St.Francis throush Kansas. Travel through Nebraska west of
MeCook was almost impossible. I arrived at Superior but water was over
the road at each end of the bridee and was too deep to travel through.
Artmr.waiting several hours the water receded enough that I could cross,
I arrived at St.Francis about noon on Tuesday and immediately hunted

un a county tractor and operator to dbag me across the river., There
were no bridges left, The water was still deep enough to be over the
floor boards of the car, When I arrived at the farm of Cris Ferguson

(ﬁy‘br7ther), I found that he had rescued the folks and had them there
with him and Mabel,

.
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i‘?ﬂmilnnd there and worked for a few days and while there we went
Lfig to the folks' place to see if we could find anything, We were
U*:’"R tronble getting a location of any kind because all of the build-
;?*" trees, fences, etc, were gone and everything was covered with

tne sand. Finally, one of us stubbed a toe on the one quarter inch




B »-w-ﬂ e s d L A TS SRR

4 o g b era e —T———

E e AT S AR E - -

L e
’ -

: t six inches above

umn rod from the well, It had been broken off about
Ehelnround and was bent over squarely to lay on the'nround. From the.
1jocation of the pump we were able to more or less fiqure where the build-

ings, etc. stood.

oririnally the river flowing east had its channel about one fourth mile
south of the buildings. Through sone apparent freak the channel made

almost a ninety degree turn and came north right through where the house
stood, continued on north a few hundred yards, and abruptly turned east

again,

The house the folks lived in had been there for many years. It was
built on a high foundation but to my knowledge had never had water a-
round it. A county highway ran east and west about one fourth mile
north of the house, and a township road ran north and south just east
of the house. 1t was not uncommon for the river to rise and have water
run over the township rnad between their place and the county road,
when they went to bed this was the case, 1 am sure they could have
driven their car out through it if they had been concerned, When they
woke up in the night, the water was at the foundation of the house, 80
no doubt would have been over their heads between the house and the
county road,

The reason for the high water was that eight and nine inch rains oc-
curred in the drainapge area of the river above them, These rains were
spaced so that all the water hit the rivers at one time and the valley
was not adequate to handle it, The south fork of the Republican which
was near them has its headwaters near Limon, Colorado which probably is
one hundred or more miles from them, The north fork of the river goes
to Haipler, Nebraska where it becomes the Arickaree River which has its
headwaters north of Limon, Colorade. The two forks of the Republican
join south of Benkelman.

The river channel changed through the valley. The current scoured al-
most A straieht channel down the valley eliminating many, many miles of
crooks and turns in the old meandering channel. Due to the straighten-
ed channel the water flowed much faster after the flood than before,

The flood wns a terrible thing, Many people were lost in it. 1 person-
ally Wnew nearly a hundred that were lost between Haligler and Franklin,
Nebraska.

@thr the flood was over and the valley had dried so that travel over
it was possible, we found it covered many places with sand from one to
four feet in depih., 1 worked with several contractors in building some
lnree plows to turn this sand under and bring soil to the surface in
arder to grew crops again., These plows would cut and turn a furrow five
foet derep and five feet wide. They took from two to three larse con-

struction crawler tractors to pull them, and were very expensive to fab-

Ficafp and maintain, 1t was several years before much was grown on lots
of the ground, - i
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