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Twelve on Top of House Float Down River Till Struc-
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This, in 2 nutshell, sums wp my experience of the flood which
swept the Republican valley in Nebraska Friday alternoon swhen
the Republican river went on a rampage.

With Charlotte Miller, 8, clutched tightly in my arms, T spent
Lwenty-three hours in a cottonwood tree with swirling flocd waters |

Neb., Jume

1.

wenty-three hours of hell andj;
{ trapped there by the sudden rus]

' This Was a Bridge

in the midst of a lake of swirling water. OT thé bridge can be teen a number of persons

until the ficod at McGook, Neb., cut off both approaches and left the structure isolated |

h of the torrent that swept away the road at both ends. The speed and depth of the water pre. |

{ vented rescue or escape. This remarkable flood picture was ma de shortly after noon Saturday a mile east of McCook, by Floyd
| McCall, DENVER POST staff photographer,
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“ TWO MEN RESCUED
WHEN PLANE DROPS
ROPE TO THEIR BOAT

(Br GENE LINDBERGY
ving Jow over 2 hobbing boat on the spreading flood waters
[in the vicinity of McCook, Neb., Saturday, an airplane dropped a
i repe ladder and saved two men in a spectacular rescue, according
.o 1o a short.wave radie report to THE DENVER POST from the
- DeCook Tribune,
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1. S. AGENTS CLOSING IN ON
WEYERHAEUSER KIDNAPERS

\Belleved Botﬂed Up

Boy Tells How|
He Was Kidnaped |

(Copyright, 1935, by San Francicer Fanotiner and Universsl Service)
Tacoma, Wash.. June 1.—(U. S.)—Gearge Weyerhaeuser,
Y.year-old heir to the Weyerhacuser timber millions, ichose
parents paid a ransom of 820,000 to his abductors lo ablain
his release, Saturday told his awn story of his kidnaping,
imprisonment and final release.
The story follows:
(Ry GEORGE WEYERH IR
1 got tired waiting for the car last Friday noon and
started walking home from school. When I was passing
the Annie Wright seminary-—that's where my sister, Ann,
goes to school—I went towards the Tacoma Tennis club
up there.

InSmall Area; Boy >
Released Unhurt

(CRIMF' FVFP PA'YS)
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1 climbed some steps to the curh and two men were Afilta, Ore, where uY might hav
5 2 seda crossed the Catumbin rives
standing there near A ear. It W35 a sedan. would reach a junction at Wit

{Wash.
| OFFICERS UNABLE TO
CATCH RACING CAR.

One of them said: ** Come Bere, zon, nd tell me where
Stadium way 1 said I gidn’t know,
Then one of them said, *Why are yon z0 shy?”

1 said, "1 don't know.'" Then they hoth grabhed me.
One of them put his hand ever my mouth so I couldn’t
yell. They put me in the car @ and starred driving away.

They kopt me on the flodr of the kack seat and blind-
folded me. After a while we stopped, and then went on
again. 1 think they took me to Oregon and then back to
Aberdeen.

After we stopped once they put me ina
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NORTHEAST COLORATE
KANaAa AND NEBrAafA
olILL BATTLE WATERS

Property Damage to Exceed Ten Million;
Junction of Platie Scene of New Peril;
* Farmers Are Hardest Hit

LDEN E. SWEET)
Colorado and Nebraska floods Saturday assumed the
proportions of a national disaster.
The number of dead is unknown, but extremely

i{large. perhaps exceeding 250.

Damage will run to 10 million dollars, possibly much
more when reports are compete.

The Republican river valley from
eight southern counties in Nebraska is
precedented in the state’s history.
a tornado,

The South Platte river thru Colorade is still at flood stags
The stresm is the highest it has
ever been. The damage is tremendous, but the loss of life less
than in the Republican valley.

Rail lines and roads along both streams have been zreatly

Colorado thru the tier of
devasiated by a flood une
The damage was increased by

{ damaged. |

Perhaps the most seriously affected ave farmers whose fields
kave been ruined. stock carried away and homes destroyed. The
extent they have suffered cannot now be determined.

The flood menace still bangs over Nebrazka and haz now
spread to Kansas,

The North Platte river iz at flood stage  When this con-
verges with the swollen South Platte at Gethenburg, Neb., heavy
damage is feared.

* The Republican flood haz swept south inte Kansas, wher

Streams are already swellen by heavy rains,

< < < < <

121 DEAD OR MISSING

IN NEBRASKA FLOOD

Score of Towns Along Reaubhcan River Marooned
And Toll May Rise Much H!gher-—\/al!ey Without
Lights and Rescuers Work With Flares.

(By CHARLES T, 'BRIEN.)
tDenver Post Stsff Carrespondent)

MeCook, Neb., June 1L.—Death, desolation and despair stalked
thru the fertile Republican river valley of southern Nebraska Sat-
urday in the wake of flood and tornado.

One hupdred and twenty-one persens are reporied fead of
missing in the twin disasters.

Some estimates said the total dead in the length of the valley
may reach 250.

This cannot be known for days, as all communication has been
Blocked from more than a score of towns that dot the river banka.

Some of these, viewed from the ‘air, show tremendous damag

Outside the towns, hundreds of farms have been inundated.

Many farm families have been wiped out, their houses sent
tumbling down the muddy flood.

Livestock losses have been terrific and thousands of growing
deres of crops have heen damaged.

A hundred or more highway bridges along the valley have
been ripped away.

The Burlington railroad, which parallels the stream on i3
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FLOOD SPREADING
IN STERLING AREA

{South Platte Cuts New Channels, Covers Farm
Lands as Far as Juleshurg—Sterling Water Supply
Cut Of —Three Towns Entirely Isolated.

(Bs CLYDE BYERSS

Constantly cutting new channels, the swollen South Platis

o iviver in northeastern Colorado spread over vast areas of farmlant

J‘cturcn Sterling and Julesburg Saturday night. hing out rict

Lcrcp' and forcing the populace to flee for their lve

As the crest of the flood advanced n st it ripped ot th

water mains connecting Sterling with its wathr aupply on the eas

side of the river and left the city with only a thirty Tion

supply.

The town of Ovid was flaoded and the railraa
were covered.

Tho the flood was les

| Fort Morgan and Brush, sheriff’s officers at
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d tracks at Crool

destructive bevond Sterling then
Fulesburg warned af
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SECTION ONE

THATS THAT

0 TIME should bt lest by the state highway depa nt in
rg the main roads which were damaged and in re.
#ox which wars washed out hy Jast week's
cloudb n is here. Visitors must find
ta get into and ge 3romd in Colorado. 1t iz all right for the h I
way department to azk jor federal fumds to partly finance the

reconstruction work. But the work of replacing damaged pave
ment and ges chonld not wait for receipt of this money. 1If
secessary, the highway budget showld he revamped. Funds ap.

riated Lo other prejects can he diverted to repair the damage
Fizing the damagad highways is the most urgent
ight now,

BE release of

A.year-old George Weverhnenser, Treoma kid.

naping vietim, Uncle aam hunters to track
down and bring tn j the fiends whe abducted the boy and
forced his parents to pay $200,000 ransom for hiz life and free.
dem, Gatting this boy baek alive naturally was the gavernment's
t consideration, Now that he hag heny restored, there is noth-
ing to restrain the forces of the Ia

Sooner or Iater the kidnapers will be run down.
will proracte their undoing. In their first ransom note which was
ned, and most apprepriately, *'Ezoist, Egoist.”’ they heasted:
“We know what we are doing. We have it a}l planned. Tt has|
heen all planned for three years, We are educated and pride says
we are intelligent, The police can’t eatch us
eated and they may have pride, hut a really intelligent man knows
there iz no such thing as A perfaet crime. The more confident a
eriminal is that he has committed a perfeci erime, the mere cer.

tain it iz that he has marde some blunder which will lead to his
undomg.  Only a fool deludes himzell with the thought that he
never mads a ake,

DcP rtment of justice 2

lead to the detection of the ki

money they sought, but they will never
+ pd in aveiding eapture ||

will have to spend all or most,

convineing demanstration

the;
they will got

when the kidnaper had enly te got away fram Ineal
authorities in the vicimty where he committed his orime has passed. |
The job of running down kidnaperz has heen M‘cnn over by Uncle
Sam. His dspvrrmeni of justice agentz not only demonstrated

their ability Lo find the trail, hut ta stick to it mm‘ they get. their;

man. And they are not al all particular whether they bring back

9hemr quarry dead or alive. Ome advantage in bringing in a dead

qumr is that ro sappy governor can save bis neck by eommut-

& his sentence to %ife imprisonment,

P‘U’JSIDEI‘«T ROOSEVELT" s prl-rhfn«n that

Lhﬂ new deal erop control program will result ir 36-cent wheat
ent cotton was mast unforfunate. Immediately the entten
et dropped 52 a hale. Sugar futures dropped 23 points, Grain |

prices wenrt, down, Such earish talk by the president cannot help

the ceuntry. no matter how beavish he moy feal

the credit for the increases in cotton
Bm,

% 2 matter of fs
zmcas under the new rieul does not h‘lonc to the AAA at all.
or 1 o Ealaw -

o e o all % bl
o the desaiuation

dor 1m price of sod were ut back fo
whe z rt the beginning of the present ﬂdm‘ms.

_price of catton, wonld he back tq 6 Nm!"
Jhé-"'«nﬁ anm»-rm
E ”v"clt 1]
slation and «

lrmpcﬂr" NEA |
hiz plea for abandonment of "tat:-:
the fcdml government of power to regiment and control the ac.

rights and concentration in

agricultnre and industry. But ane
a eertain degree of un inty
some kind

dividuals, Fusiness.
urance comes from hi
ymust prevail. Every copgressiomal proposal to evolve
of a substitute NRA gives business

astern states are snggesting o eon-

Gavernors of some of the
favence of governar:

NRA and cast doubt npon the constitutionality of nearly all the.
new deal legislation. The best thing the governors can do is at.
tend to their own state affairs. That will keep them guite busy.

HIS country now has §,835 million dellars of gold, That is the

most zold the United States or any other nation ever had. But
what the average citizen wonders is: *“What good does this im-
mense amount of yellow metal do ns?”" It is a orime for any citi-
zen to have any of it. We are told this gold is *"behind
rency, but it is o far hehind nobody ean get any of it.
our money i
and satisfaction of pos:

lL on the state relief committee is not 2 "'
the commission member who is appointed director of relief will not
be a “‘civil officer’ mal mes A, Brownlow, member of the
Jower house of the legislature, eligible for the director’s joh, The
ztate constitution prohibits any member of the legnhlurn from
holding any civil office. The attorney general says the relief direc-
torship iz not an office—it is mer ely an employment,

None of

v that

sion.  But nobody can eaf or wes

TTORNEY GENERAL PROSSER'S apinion that membership |
“and that |,

civil office

In his npmmn miven to Govomor Johnson Saturday, the attor-
ney general says: *While the creation of said committee will un-
daubtedly redound greatly ta the public welfare, yet the govern.
ment of the state could be administered withont such a committee.
The committee i5 a mere emplayment or state ageney under execu-
tive authority, and neither sald committee nor the individual mem.
ters thereaf, it seems to ns, can be said to perform a function of
the state gavernment.” In that case, why was the commitice cre-
ated? If it performs no function of the state rovernment, why
does it exist?

And here iz anather thing which will surprise tazpayers: Al
tho the relief committee iz to handle the state’s relief money, which
amounts to close to 4 million dollars a year, neither its memb
#or its relief director is under hond.
of office. , The director is the only salaried member of the comm
sion but the law does not fix his salary. That is Jeft entirely to the
diroretion of the state executive council. Salaries of the governor,
Judgns of the supreme court and other state officers are fixed
sither in the constitution or by statute. But the compensation of
'Jw state relief director is left entirely to the executive council.
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FlLOOD wWATERS SUARGUND MOCOOK S SOURCH OF POWER

When darkness fell on McCook, Neb., Saturday night the flood-stricken city was without light or power.
The city’s power plant, shown here, waz an island in a sea of water. The photograph was made by Floyd Mec-
aﬂ DENVER POST staff photographer, from an airplane flown by Walt H|giey of the Western Air Service,

who transported the photographer and Charles T. O'Brien, DENVER POST reporter, to McCools.  In the bac
ground scores of spectators are shown at a place of safety surveying the scene. Thirty.nine employes of t
power’ plant, marooned all night, were rescued.
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ALONG THE PLATTE-THE RECORD THE FLOOD WROTE IN COLORADO

These pictures were made Saturday afternoon by Ralph B. Baird, DENVER POST staff photographer, | and the highway bridge swept away a mile north of Wiggins. No. Z shows the cast approach to the long bridge

| at Fort Morgan, torn away by the water. No. 3, the high school at Brush, sitting like a building in Venice,
completely surrounded by water. No. 4, a farmhouse and buildings near Crocl, Colo. No. 5, the power and
light plant at Sterling, with the water all around it. The plant was put out of commission for a time.

from a plane that flew over the entire region in northeastern Colarado flooded by the South Platte. They show

more vividly than any words the tremendaus power of the sweeping waters. No. 1 shows the railroad hridge
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MAN AND WOMAN PROYVIDE REAL — DRY RIVER TURNS INTO TORR ’ENT FLOODS NEBRASKA  suutiiunnwin
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