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EXTRA!

Whole Area Is Stricken

Efforts to rescue 10 men atop the
‘power plant were started at 4:30.
Rescuers hoped to get them away
over power lines with ropes.

Paralyzed communications
" made it impossible to check
the damage inflicted upon
the Republican valley in the
worst flood of the region’s
history. Calls swamped the
phone office. |

When the Republican’s
crest hit at 2:35 p. m. a
- great many houses and farm
buildings were torn loose

" and Hoated away. -

Telephone lines were out
of service to Trenton and
Stratton, fromwhence early
reports of drownings and
great livestock and proper-
ty damage were received.
The Chas. Miller, jr., house
south of Perry was said
swept away. Fate of occu-
pants unknown.

The report that Mr. and
Mrs. Owen Murtha, sr., par-
ents of a McCook man, were
drowned when their home
floated away from Trenton
could not be verified.

Cemmunication beyond Cul-
bertson went out before noon.

A rescue party headed by Chief of
Police Wesley Dutcher was organiz-
ad for them,and went to Perry. Some
may be unable to get home.

McCook will be dark tonight and

_faces several days of darkness.

It could not be said until the water
receded when service could be re-
sumed. It may be several days.

J. R. Jaquet and several of hismen
were marooned at the plant.

Mr. aad Mrs. Jack Middleton live direct-
ly south of the city. They and Ray Grant
and Marion Watkins started out in a wagon
through the flood a few minutes before the
Middleton and Watkins home were washed
away.

A rescue of the Middletons was made
by boat by Joe Horacek and Cliff Madron.
Watkins and Grant swam the horses to
safety. Two others left behind became en-

|tangled in wire and drowned.

Dr. E. T. Boulware crossed the river by
‘boat to deliver a baby girl to Mr.and Mrs.
Oscar Rippen. He could not get back. He

was safe, ,
Stratton and Trenton were hard hit. The full
extent of the damage could not be checked. The
lower sections of both towns were evacuated.
Stratton's water system was put out of commission

and its light plant was threatened.
The crest of the flood passed Culbertson about

2 o'clock. When a wall of water six feet high
rolled down the valley meny Culbertson homes were

flooded, some floating away.
Pitch black clouds over the west added panic as

wild fear of a tornado or another cloutburst

spread over the region.
People must ‘*sit tight'' during the emergency

created by the light plant failure, restricted
water supply and crippled communications.

In the Stockville area, the water was the high-
est in history, old timers reported. The dam at
the Crete Milling company in Curtis had water
runniag over it early this morning and was ex-
pected momentrrily to go out. Bridges on high-
way South 23 were out in all dirctions from Cur-
tis and Stockville.

Telephone lines to Maywood, Moorefied, Cam-
bridge and many rural lines were out from Stock-
ville, making a thorough check of danger and dam-
agefimpossible.-

War Vets Notified to meet Legion hall at 8
o'clock to stand by for first aid.
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