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Spring Flood Outlook
Mid March 2026 OutlookThis information 

can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by link 
(Insert> Image>By 
URL) and then 
they should be 
able to be 
updated with the 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 

Key Messages
● Normal to below normal risk of spring 

flooding. Minor flooding is likely in areas that 
are typically prone to flooding in the spring. 

● Flood risk following individual rain or snow 
events (including the upcoming ones into early 
next week) may be increased.

● River system that has greatest risk of seeing at 
least widespread minor flooding is the 
Menominee River.

● SWE is above normal over far north-central WI, 
but is below normal elsewhere. Subject to  
change with the expected snow through the 
weekend.  

● Precipitation and rate of snowmelt through 
spring will be one of the most important flood 
risk factors.

        >= 50% Chance of Exceeding Minor Flood Stage

    < 50% Chance of Exceeding Minor Flood Stage
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Spring Flood Outlook

Key Ingredients Antecedent 
Conditions 

Impact to Spring 
Flooding 

Winter Precipitation Normal to Above 
Normal Normal Risk

River Levels Normal to Above 
Normal  Normal Risk

River Ice 
Conditions

Normal Normal Risk

Soil Moisture Normal to Below  
Normal Lesser Risk

Frost Depth Normal to Above 
Normal Normal Risk

Snow Conditions /
Water Equivalent

Normal to Below 
Normal Lesser Risk*

Rate of Snowmelt TBD TBD*

Spring Precipitation 
Outlook

Above Normal Above Normal Risk*

Include 
appropriate 
Key 
Ingredients 
in the table. 
Remove or 
add as 
necessary. 
Manually 
edit text 
and fill 
color in the 
right 
column.

Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Normal to Below Normal Risk

Overall, there is a normal to below normal risk of spring 
flooding. Minor flooding likely will occur in areas that are 
typically prone to flooding in the spring. *Also, flood risk 
following rain or snow events (including the upcoming 
ones through the weekend) may be increased.

At this time, due to the above average snowpack in 
western Upper Michigan, the only river system that is 
expected to see an above average risk of flooding is the 
Menominee River. 

Risk Potential: Lesser Risk Normal Risk Greater Risk To Be Determined
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Fall and Winter Precipitation
Precipitation 9/1/25 through 11/30/25 (Left)  |  Precipitation 12/1/25 through 2/28/26 (Right)

● Precipitation well below normal for Fall

● Precipitation normal to above normal for Winter

This information 
can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by link 
(Insert> Image>By 
URL) and then 
they should be 
able to be 
updated with the 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 
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March Precipitation and Departures
Precipitation 3/1/26 to 3/11/26 (Left)  |  Precipitation Departure 3/1/26 to 3/11/26 (Right)This information 

can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by link 
(Insert> Image>By 
URL) and then 
they should be 
able to be 
updated with the 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 

● Above normal 
precipitation for first 
part of March.

● Precipitation thus far 
mainly in the form of 
rain, melted snow, 
except far northern 
WI. 

● Additional snow and 
mixed precipitation 
for rest of the 
month, most 
especially into early 
next week.
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River Levels and River Ice
Map shows streamflow status from USGS on 3/12/26

● Overall river flows have risen to 
normal to above normal

● Wisconsin and Menominee River 
are above normal

● Ice is decreasing on rivers with 
recent warmer temperatures and 
rain. 

○ Rivers that still have some ice are 
indicated by measurement flag on 
the image to the right

● Overall, the risk for localized ice jam 
flooding has decreased compared 
to last few weeks.

Link: https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/

March 12, 2026

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/
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Soil Moisture and Frost Depth
Frost Depth - 3/12/26 (Left)  |  Soil Moisture Percentile - 3/10/26 (Right)

● Soil moisture remains normal to below 
normal. Recent precipitation has 
resulted in slightly more soil moisture 
than early this year.  

● Frost depth varies from 8 to 30 inches. 
Normal to above normal. 

● Lower soil moisture will allow for 
infiltration of spring rain and melting 
snow, as long as surface temperatures 
(2”) are above freezing.

https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/lmi_frostdepthmap

Soil moisture ranking percentile

20th-70th percentile - 
normal to below normal 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Moni
toring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml

Frost Depth 

https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/lmi_frostdepthmap
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
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Winter Snow Conditions
Snowfall 12/1/25 - 2/28/26 (left) | Snowfall Departure 12/1/25 - 2/28/26 (right) 

● Winter snowfall ended up below 
normal, except near Upper 
Michigan border due to lake effect 
snow off Lake Superior.  

● Portions of area have dropped to 10 
to 20” below normal.

● Note: Does not include potential for 
snow tonight through the upcoming 
weekend. 

mrcc.purdue.edu

36.6” 

39.6” 
53.5” 

-6.2”

-9.7”

-5.6”

http://mrcc.purdue.edu
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March Snow Conditions
Snowfall 3/1/26 - 3/11/26 (left) | Snowfall Departure 3/1/26 - 3/11/26 (right) 

● Most snowfall this month has 
occurred over north central WI.  

● Snowfall has been below average 
for the entire area. 

● Note: Does not include potential of 
snow into early next week. 

mrcc.purdue.edu

36.6” 

39.6” 
53.5” 

-6.2”

-9.7”

-5.6”

http://mrcc.purdue.edu
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Snow Water Equivalent
Snow Water Equivalent (left) | Ranked Percentile Snow Water Equivalent (right)

● SWE below normal, 
except near the Upper 
Michigan border. 

● The highest SWE in the 
region will impact the 
Menominee River basin. 

● Elsewhere, minimal SWE 
values as snow has 
melted. 

● Note: Does not include 
upcoming snow into early 
next week. 

https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/S
WErank_ncrfc.png

https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SW
Esim_ncrfc.png

https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWErank_ncrfc.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWErank_ncrfc.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWEsim_ncrfc.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWEsim_ncrfc.png
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Latest Drought Conditions 
Map shows latest Drought Classification for Wisconsin (3/3/26)

● Abnormally dry to moderate 
drought remains over much of the 
area

● Slight improvement compared to 
last fall as severe drought 
classification over far northeast WI 
ended

● To this point, drought over the area 
has resulted in reduction in overall 
spring flood threat

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?WI

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?WI
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability of exceeding Minor/Moderate/Major Flood Stages Through May 

       >= 25% Chance of Exceeding 
Moderate Flood Stage

 
       >= 25% Chance of Exceeding
       Minor Flood Stage
        
       < 25% Chance of Exceeding
       Minor Flood Stage        

       >= 50% Chance of Exceeding 
Moderate Flood Stage

 
       >= 50% Chance of Exceeding
       Minor Flood Stage      

        < 50% Chance of Exceeding
        Minor Flood Stage    
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Near Term Weather Forecast
Two large widespread systems bringing snow and mixed precipitation to WI 

To be optionally 
included if 
something in the 
7 day forecast 
will be relevant to 
near term 
possible spring 
flooding

Find a detailed forecast for any location at weather.gov/forecastpoints 

● Official forecast into next Tue 
3/16/26 (right)

● Probability of 1” of liquid equivalent 
7 am Saturday through 7 am 
Monday is 70-100%. 

● Probability of 2” of liquid equivalent 
7 am Saturday through 7 am 
Monday is 40-70%. 

● Probability of 3” of liquid equivalent 
7 am Saturday through 7 am 
Monday is 5-20%. 

● Trend for these probabilities have 
steadily increased since early this 
week.

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints?lat=44.352&lon=-88.035&clat=39.499&clon=-95.143&zoom=7.0&basemap=terrain&bbox=-19719439,1706090,-1372338,10673494&layers=RangeRings,USStates,ForecastPointPolygon,ForecastPoint,Domain,&obs=ttffffft&countyNames=t
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Spring Weather Outlook
These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead

Weeks 3-4 Outlook

● Equal chances for above and below 
normal temperatures

● Chances for precipitation leaning 
above normal

● Impact to Spring Flooding: positive

Seasonal Outlook

● Normal to slightly below normal 
temperatures

● Chances for precipitation leaning 
above normal

● Impact to Spring Flooding: Positive

Weeks 3-4 
outlooks are linked 
images and can be 
updated by running 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use the 
CPC outlooks that 
best enhance their 
messaging, and 
can zoom in/crop 
as needed. 

https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pred
ictions/long_ran
ge/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook

Additional Resources
NWS Green Bay Website

North Central River Forecast 
Center

River Observations and 
Forecasts for GRB Forecast 

area
NWS Green Bay on Facebook 

NWS Green Bay on Twitter

Forecast Points (Hourly 
Details)

NWS Green Bay Spring Flood 
Page

Flood Safety Information
USGS National Water 

Dashboard

Key Messages
● Normal to below normal risk of spring flooding. 

Minor flooding is likely in areas that are typically 
prone to flooding in the spring. 

● Flood risk following individual rain or snow events 
(including the upcoming ones into early next week) 
may be increased.

● River system that has greatest risk of seeing at least 
widespread minor flooding is the Menominee River.

● SWE is above normal over far north-central WI, but 
is below normal elsewhere. Subject to  change with 
the expected snow through the weekend.  

● Precipitation and rate of snowmelt through spring 
will be one of the most important flood risk factors.

Next Scheduled Update
● As needed

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Offices will need 
to update some 
of the local links 
to their pages. 

Offices are also 
welcome to add 
more resources 
links

https://www.weather.gov/grb
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSGreenBay
https://twitter.com/NWSGreenBay/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints?lat=44.537&lon=-88.120&clat=43.706&clon=-89.766&zoom=10.8&basemap=terrain&bbox=-19719439,1706090,-1372338,10673494&layers=RangeRings,USStates,ForecastPointPolygon,ForecastPoint,Domain,&obs=ttffffft&countyNames=t
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints?lat=44.537&lon=-88.120&clat=43.706&clon=-89.766&zoom=10.8&basemap=terrain&bbox=-19719439,1706090,-1372338,10673494&layers=RangeRings,USStates,ForecastPointPolygon,ForecastPoint,Domain,&obs=ttffffft&countyNames=t
https://www.weather.gov/grb/springflood2026
https://www.weather.gov/grb/springflood2026
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/

