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Insurance industry and emergency management want a better tornado 
damage database for determining climatological tornado risk. 
 
Previous studies of 1925 Tri-state Tornado and 3 April 1956 tornadoes in West 
Michigan showed that it is possible to get detailed damage paths of historic 
tornadoes. 
 
The damage points can be plotted and referenced with EF-ratings based on 
damage photos to produce interactive maps.  



At least six tornadoes, possibly eight in GRR CWA 



Step 1: Refine the tracks (3 April 1956 event shown) 



Damage maps from the 

flyover survey by Ted 

Fujita. Ongoing effort in 

2015 to map tornado 

paths based on archived 

photos and stories from 

local papers.  

 

The path length of the 

tornado that hit Comstock 

Park was increased from 

24 miles to 34 miles based 

on research in early 2015. 

 

The tornado that hit 

Burnips may have begun 

in Saugatuck. 

 



Re-analysis of Tornado Path 

Allendale to Cedar Springs Tornado 



Step 2: Re-analysis of Tornado Intensity 

Allendale to Cedar Springs Tornado 



Re-analysis of Tornado Path 

Saugatuck to Dorr Tornado 



Re-analysis of Tornado Intensity 

Saugatuck to Dorr Tornado 



Future Work 

• Finish mapping 1965 tornadoes  

• Publish Results 

• Update NCDC database 

• Investigate other events: 21 Apr 1967 

• Repeat    


