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cane Camille struck her three story.
apartment building in 1969. Mary Ann
was one of 24 people who didn’t leave
the Richelieu Apartments when they were
warned. When the storm surge hit, the

c3 ary Ann lived near the
:Gulf  of Mexico when Hurri-

grabbed on to a sofa pillow that came by.
She became tangled in wires and debris.
It was dark but Mary Ann saw the building
come down all around her. The wind was
awful. It reached 234 miles per hour dur-
ing Camille. Mary Ann continued to hold
on to anything she could-furniture, tree
limbs and parts of houses and buildings.
The winds and waves were so strong that
everytime Mary Ann grabbed hold of

building began to creak and the windows
broke out. Water started flooding in and
was all over the apartment in a matter of
2 minutes. And the apartment was on the
second floor. In about 5 minutes Mary
Ann’s bed was floating half way to the
ceiling. As the building began to fall apart,
Mary Ann floated out of the window and

something it would be ripped from her
hands. She kept getting hit by the wreck-
age and was bloody from head to feet
from the nails in the boards. This went on
for 12 hours before Mary Ann was found
4% miles away from her home. She was
taken to a hospital in very bad shape. She
stayed in the hospital for more than 3
weeks.



f you ever see a big black cloud with a funnel-like
extension beneath it, watch out. It could be a

tornado.
A tornado looks like a funnel with the fat part at the

top. Inside it winds may be swirling around at 300 miles
an hour. If it goes through a town, the tornado could flat-
ten houses and buildings, lift up cars and trucks, shatter
mobile homes into splinters. Sometimes the path is nar-
row, but everything in the path is wrecked. But you don’t
always see the funnel. It may be raining too hard. Or the
tornado may come at night. Listen for the tornado’s roar.
Some people say it sounds like a thousand trains.

Tornado Watch
The Weather Service forecasts that a

tornado may develop later. The sky may
be blue at the time you hear the watch.
Don’t be fooled. Listen to the radio for the
latest news.

Tornado Warning
A tornado has been sighted. It may

move toward you. Dark clouds boil in the
sky.

There may be thunder and lightning
and heavy rain. And there may be hail.
When you see large hail, you may be
close to a tornado. Seek shelter.

Power may go off. Funnels reach down
from the black clouds,
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@  When you hear the tornado watch,
keep your eye on the sky for signs of
a possible tornado and listen to the
radio for the latest advice from the
National Weather Service. When you
hear the warning, act to protect
yourself.

o Get away from windows. They
may shatter, and glass may go
flying.

e Go the the basement. Get under a
heavy workbench or the stairs.

If there is no basement, go to an
inside closet, bathroom, or hallway
on the lowest level of the house.

e Get under a mattress. Protect your
head.

Downtown or in a
shopping mall...
a Get off the street.

a Go into a building, stay away from
windows and doors.

Outside...
e Get out of a car and inside a house or building

,a  Don’t try to outrun a tornado in a car. Torna-
does can pick up a car and throw it through
the air.

E If you’re caught outside, lie in a ditch. Or
crouch near a strong building.

9 Cover your head with your hands.
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