Drought Information Statement for the

Western Carolinas and NE Georgia
Published March 13, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service at Greenville-Spartanburg (GSP), SC

Contact Information: joshua.palmer@noaa.qgov

e This product will be updated in April 2026 or sooner if drought conditions deterioriate significantly.
e For all currently available products, visit: https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e For previous statements, visit: https://www.weather.gov/GSP/DroughtinformationStatement.
[

For Southeast U.S. Drought Status Updates, visit: hitps:/www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates
?dews region=131
Where available, click on an image to activate the embedded hyperlink taking you to the latest version.

Insufficient winter recharge of deeper soils, streams, ponds, and reserviors due to well below-
normal precipitation has resulted in widespread Severe (D2) and scattered Extreme (D3)
drought conditions across all of the Western Carolinas and northeast Georgia.

Above-normal rainfall is needed through May to account for spring greenup and planting, provide
for increasing water supply demands, and improve drought conditions before this summer.
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™ U.S. Drought Monitor
e .s"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the NWS Greenville-Spartanburg, SC Service Area
. _ U.S. Drought Monitor March 10, 2026
Extreme Drought conditions persist across the Greenville- (Rleasd Thursday; Wt 13,2026
Piedmont region of the western Carolinas and Spartanb sc WEO oo oo
northeast Georgia with widespread Severe Drought partanburg, e Teooaloron

elsewhere coment | om0 | 0000|0000

Last Week
03-03-2026

0.00 |100.00(100.00| 99.90 | 24.40 | 0.00

3 Months Ago 20.22

12.09-2025 7078 | 17.62 | 0.00 [ 0.00 | 0.00

Drought Intensity and Extent

o PEF(ICLTEIILI4319): Generally along and

south of I-85 in northeast Georgia and Upstate South
Carolina as well as portions of the eastern Charlotte
metro including Monroe and Concord.

o D2 (Severe Drought): Across all of western
North Carolina including the mountain, foothill, and
Piedmont regions, as well as York and Chester
counties and areas north of -85 in Upstate South
Carolina, including Greenville, Pickens, and Walhalla,
and northeast Georgia, including Clayton and
Toccoa.

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 |100.00|100.00| 51.10 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of
Water Year 3651|6249 | 0.00 | 0.00 | Q.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | 441 | 9309 |51.08 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
03-11-2025

Intensity:

I:anne I:lDQ Severe Drought
I:l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ 1 D1 Moderate Drought [l D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions

Local conditions may vary For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/drougitmaonitor.unl. edu/About aspx

Author:
Brad Pugh
CPCINOAA

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfogsp_trd.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfogsp_trd.png
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Between February 3 and March 10, 2026, continued
below-normal rainfall exacerbated drought conditions
across much of the NWS GSP service area.

Drought Degradation: Widespread one category
degradation (D1 to D2) occurred along and near the Blue
Ridge Escarpment while a narrow strip of two-category
degradation (DO to D2) occurred from northwestern
Habersham County northeast into portions of Rabun County,
as well as the SC mountains. One category degradation (D2
to D3) also occurred in the upper Savannah River Valley north
and east across much of the upper SC Piedmont, as well as
eastern areas of the Charlotte metro.

No Change: No change in drought classification occurred
(D2) within most of the interior NC mountains, including in
Robbinsville, Bryson City, Asheville, Marshall, Burnsville,
Bakersville, and Newland. D2 conditions also persisted from
York and Chester counties north into most of the Charlotte
metro, the southern NC Piedmont, and the South Yadkin
River valley.

Drought Improvement: A small portion of extreme
southeast Chester County improved one category (D2 to D1).

National Oceanic and

u@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Link to the latest one-week change map for the NWS Greenville-Spartanburg, SC service area

U.S. Drought Monitor 5-Week Change in Class/Category

- 5 Class Degradation

- 4 Class Degradation

l: 3 Class Degradation

[:] 2 Class Degradation

:] 1 Class Degradation

[] No change

lj 1 Class Improvement
l: 2 Class Improvement
- 3 Class Improvement

- 4 Class Improvement

Valid

: February 3 - March 10, 2026 I 5 Cias mprovement

National Weather Service
Greenville-Spartanburg, SC


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoGSP_chng_5W.png
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@ Precipitation
O .s“s Data over the past 90 days from December 12, 2025 to March 11, 2026

v
90-Day Radar-Estimated Precipitation 90-Day Percent-of-Normal Precipitation
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https://srcc.tamu.edu/water_portal/
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£% Temperature
2 Y x n"s 30-Day Temperature Anomaly and the Monthly Temperature Outlook for March 2026
e Past 30-DayS: Valid: February 7 - March 7,2026 Monthly Temperature Outlook for March 1, 2026-March
Following a below- 31,2026
normal Janua ry and 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
first half of February,

temperatures have

warmed significantly. j
o
e March 2026 "\"
Outlook: Through )}_

March 11, above-
normal temperatures
have dominated March,
with several high

temperature records
broken. However, mid-

V.p"ﬁi

\’!‘“

L2

%
, Q S .' N /
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Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

March will be notably — I
; -8 € -4 -3 -1 0 33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
cooler with several
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
days of below-normal ~ fo . = e —————
hl hs |Ik€| Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 03/08/26 33% 40% 50%
g y' courtesy of Drought.gov Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 02/28/26
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-temperature-anomaly-appalachia.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-temperature-anomaly-appalachia.png
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@ Hydrologic Conditions

Vg e USGS State Water Condition Links: Georgia | North Carolina | South Carolina

Limited winter recharge has seriously reduced area streamflows Upstate South Carolina

® Most of the percentiles shown reflect recent real-time streamflow Real-time Streamflow Percentiles
departures from daily averages only a couple of days after rainfall
occurs (baseflow conditions). These percentiles indicate very dry lower
soils, limited interflow, and below-normal groundwater levels. Much-
below to extremely-below normal flows are occurring in most primary
watersheds including the Broad (NC/SC), Broad (GA), French Broad,
Little Tennessee, Pigeon, Saluda, Tuckasegee, and Upper Savannah.
Percentiles: Defined as
| the percentage of days a
| daily average streamflow
is less than the current

(real-time) value in a
gage's period of record.
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Western North Carolina TN
Real-time Streamflow Percentiles - ’
Valid: March 3, 2 9 QF

science for a changing world _ ~, OiO el

science for a changing world Q

Legend
1 0-5 10-25 25-75 75-90 95-100
Extremely below Below normal Normal Above normal Extremely above
O Monitoring location with Discharge, cubic feet per second No estimate available
! Extreme conditions Location has less than 20 years of daily data

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Georgia/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/North%20Carolina/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/South%20Carolina/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/South%20Carolina/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/North%20Carolina/
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e Soil Conditions: Uppermost soils are benefitting

from occasional rounds of light to moderate rainfall,
which should assist initial spring plantings &
greenup, but long-term precipitation deficits
prevented the recharge needed for sufficient
available soil moisture at lower depths.

e Pastures: Numerous reports received of
prolonged above-normal hay feeding since early
winter in the NC and SC Piedmont due to poor
pasture conditions and resultant impacts to winter
grazing. Recent reports in the northern SC
Piedmont, including Chester County, indicate poor
hay yields from interseeded pastures.

e Crops: Several reports of stunted winter/small
grains and overall fair-to-poor crop conditions

received from Oconee & Anderson counties, north &

east to Chester County, and into the NC Piedmont.

e Additional Impacts: Several reports received
of low irrigation ponds due to long-term dryness.

w National Oceanic and
u Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Fall and Winter Precipitation Deficits Have Led to Pasture Stress and Low Irrigation Ponds Heading Into Growing Season

10-40 cm Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 23z 12 Mar 2026

Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)
>

Relative Soil Moisture (RSM):
Provides a measure of how
much moisture is present for
vegetation to extract from the
soil. A value of 0% means no
moisture can be extracted,
whereas 100% means soil
saturation.

100—200 cm Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 23z 12 Mar 2026

Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)
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The worst soil moisture
conditions can be expected
where the lowest RSM
percentages at both upper and |[| s«
lower depths overlap.

Soil moisture data courtesy of NASA
Short-term Prediction Research and i
Transition (SPoRT) Center SN P
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https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_nc&product=rsoim100-200
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_nc&product=rsoim10-40
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_nc&product=rsoim100-200
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_nc&product=rsoim0-100
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Fire Hazard Impacts

Brief Rain Events Temporarily Suppress Wildfire Risk, but Cooler and Drier Conditions Will Increase Risk Through Mid-March
Significant Wildland Fire Potential (SWFP) Outlooks

March 2026
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State-Issued Burn Bans

Northeast Georgia Western North Carolina  Upstate South Carolina

None None None

Largest Active Wildfires

Region County Acreage Contained
NE Georgia No Active Wildfires
Western NC All Active Wildfires are 100% Contained
Upstate SC No Active Wildfires

State Resources and Active Fire Maps

State Department Homepage Active Fire Maps
Georgia GA Forestry Commission Wildfires
North Carolina North Carolina Forest Service All Incidents

: . Wildfires |
South Carolina SC Forestry Commission Prescribed Burns

Full Report
(FullReport) 2026

E

May 2026 Legend and Source

B Above
Below
| Normal

State Boundary
=3 Geographic Area Boundary
Predictive Services Area Boundary

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued: March 2, 2026

Mext Issue: April 1, 2026

>

SERVICES

Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times
and intervals during normal SWFP conditions.

Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than
usual during forecasted below-normal periods.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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National Weather Service
Greenville-Spartanburg, SC


https://gatrees.org/
https://georgiafc.firesponse.com/public/
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service
https://ncfspublic.firesponse.com/
https://www.scfc.gov/
https://scfc.firesponse.com/public/
https://scfc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/075290ae991b45b3a8a9d2015202008f
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month3_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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@ Summary of Impacts

4= Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Stream Impacts
e Streamflows in most watersheds across the region are running well-below normal, with baseflow failing to recharge
during the winter months. These flows will begin to impact aquatic and recreational interests heading into spring.

Reservoir Impacts
e Significant winter dryness prevented reservoirs from replenishing storage before spring. Above-normal rainfall is needed
to produce inflows sufficient enough to increase storage before water demands reach summer peaks.
® Duke Energy Systems:
Catawba-Wateree: Low-Inflow Protocol (LIP) Stage 0 (source) | Keowee-Toxaway: LIP Stage 2 (source)
e USACE Savannah System: Drought Trigger Level 2 (source) | Lake Hartwell Projections

Agricultural Impacts
® Scattered to widespread pasture and small grain impacts have been observed resulting in above-normal hay feeding and
fair-to-poor crop conditions. Irrigation ponds are below normal levels for this time of year.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Recent record highs and below-normal rainfall is being followed by windy, cooler, and continued dry conditions which will
increase available fine fuels (dormant grasses and leaf litter) and wildfire risk. Helene-related tree damage may cause
access issues, contributing to fire size and extent. The SC Forestry Commission is encouraging residents to take extra
precautions and notify them before burning per state law.

Mitigation Actions
e Monroe, NC: Stage 1 Conservation (source) | Statesville, NC: Stage 2 Restrictions (source)

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce GreenW”e'Spartanburg, SC



https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8eb94624372e4aaca02951530bf5eeb2
https://www.catawbawatereewmg.org/drought-resources
https://www.duke-energy.com/-/media/pdfs/community/lakes-and-rec/kt-dmag/continued-dry-weather-puts-keoweetoxaway-basin-in.pdf?rev=2a3d538ae51542f2970c99d468159843
https://www.sas.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/4392671/upper-savannah-river-reservoirs-enter-drought-level-2/
https://water.sas.usace.army.mil/smart/M_ProjH.htm
https://www.scfc.gov/protection/fire-burning/
https://www.monroenc.org/285/Water-Supply-Restriction-Status
https://www.statesvillenc.net/2026/02/20/24525/city-of-statesville-enters-stage-d2-severe-drought-condition-3/

@j Seven-Day Precipitation Forecast

4 s Below-Normal Rainfall is Likely Through Mid-March with Below-Normal Rainfall Possible Through Late March

¥y
Seven Day Precipitation Forecast e illcSpartanbure @
e Forecast Summary: A weak storm system is Fri Mar 13 at 8 AM EDT Through Thu Mar 19 at 8 PM EDT Issued Mar 13,2026 2:27 AM EDT
expected to bring light rain to the region Sunday "
Night through Monday (3/15-16), then dry ' P73

Newland

conditions prevail through the rest of next week. TR, 071" o
urnsville Lemar | ) "
64

Beyond 7-Days: The pattern heading into the : GO OB e e a0yt 0,647
second half of March is expected to result in 0,697 Asnevic 067" @Z;b -
below-normal rainfall for the entire NWS GSP 078" PR N\ ds, | s
service area. The likelihood for any appreciable oS A ge b U e
rainfall is low at least until late March, which

0.67" Charlotte
would result in increasing soil moisture,

Brevard
Franklin jiyon

0.73"

Monroe

0.62" Gaffney 0.7"

0-68" Spartanburg Rock
Greenville .61" 071" Hill

Union  Chester

Precipitation (in)

o
b

streamflow, and water storage deficits as spring 0.73"
Seneca

greenup increases water intake for vegetation. : 058" 0.54"

(\8_2) Anderson Laurens
Average Rainfall for March

Asheville Charlotte Greenville-Spartanburg
Facebook and X: @NWSGSP weather.gov/gsp
For the Latest NWS Precipitation Guidance, Visit: Weather Prediction Center or NWS GSP Probabilistic Precipitation Page

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=qpf
https://www.weather.gov/crh/pqpf?sid=gsp
https://www.weather.gov/images/gsp/brief/QPFDays1-7.png
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8-14 Day Outlook:

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook for March 19, 2026-March
25,2026

An upper-level trough is
expected to generally
persist near the East
Coast, keeping our area
within a dry, high-

pressure pattern. The jet

stream/primary storm-
track is also expected to
shift north, preventing
significant moisture
return into our area.

Three-Month Outlook:

Confidence in above- or below-normal
precipitation is low through May as we transition
from a La Nifia to an ENSO-Neutral pattern. This
increases uncertainty in long-range models.
Heading into summer, there is an increasing
signal for above-normal precipitation.

w National Oceanic and
u Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for March 1,
2026-May 31, 2026

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

Ik s
33% 00 50% 60% 0% 80% 0% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation FO rt h e | atest LO ng
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100% Ran ge Outlooks ,

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33%

visit the Climate
Prediction Center

50%

A white or blank map indicates equal chances of above- or below-normal
precipitation. In other words, there is not a strong signal for either occurrence.

National Weather Service
Greenville-Spartanburg, SC


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-8%E2%80%9314-day-precipitation-outlook-appalachia.pngchia.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-precipitation-outlook-appalachia.png
cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/currenthttps:/storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-precipitation-outlook-appalachia.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/currenthttps:/storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-precipitation-outlook-appalachia.png
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@ Drought Outlook

ety Below-Normal Precipitation Expected to Worsen Drought Conditions Through March
® M a rCh 2026: G iven the 1-Month Drought Outlook for March 1, 2026-March 31, Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for February 28,
overall pattern through 2026 2026-May 31, 2026

late March, supporting
below-normal A
precipitation, it is likely
drought conditions will |
worsen. Expanding
Extreme (D3) drought
conditions are possible
across many areas
currently in Severe (D2)

d rought. Strea mﬂ OWS = 4 Drought Is Predicted To...
and FESEervolrs WI” not — m— Persist Improve End Develop No Drought

|mprove appreC|ab|y. Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 02/28/26

e March-May 2026: Given low confidence in long-range guidance due to weakening La Nifia conditions, drought
conditions are expected to persist through the spring. However, heavy rainfall from typical springtime
thunderstorm activity is likely to provide at least some localized relief, though more widespread rainfall is needed.

For the latest Drought Outlooks, visit the Climate Prediction Center: Monthly Drought Outlook | Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
u Greenville-Spartanburg, SC
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-drought-outlook-appalachia.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-1-month-drought-outlook-appalachia.png
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