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Improved Communication
IBWs allow users to quickly identify the 
warning’s most critical information. They 
also provide different risk levels within 
the same warning product, communicate 
recommended actions more precisely, and 
enable the NWS to express confidence levels 
of potential impacts.

Unique Formatting
The IBW Format breaks down the HAZARD, 
SOURCE, and IMPACT of the weather hazard. 
If the warning is labeled as DESTRUCTIVE or 
CATASTROPHIC an extra headline is added.

Damage Threat Tags
Especially serious impacts are communicated  
by a Damage Threat Tag, with labels such as  
“CONSIDERABLE or CATASTROPHIC”. These 
help to  communicate the overall risk level. 
In addition,  on some IBWs, the presence 
of certain Damage Threat Tags will trigger 
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) on  
mobile phones.

Warning Tags
Each warning ends with a unique list of tags 
which can include impact tags, source tags, 
and magnitude tags. These provide a quick 
overview of the hazard and severity.

The National Weather Service (NWS) Impact-Based Warnings (IBWs) provide additional information to  
media and emergency managers, facilitating improved public response and decision making.
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Damage Threat Tags by Product
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“Tornado
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Use IBW unique 
formatting, but do not 
include Damage 
Threat Tags.

Damage threat tags with this symbol trigger
Wireless Emergency Alerts.

Enhanced Warnings
With the addition of valuable information, 
streamlined formatting, and tiered-risk levels, 
IBWs represent an enhanced Warning product 
from the National Weather Service. The goal 
is to facilitate improved public response and 
decision making by distinguishing situational 
urgency, and ultimately better meet societal 
needs in the most life-threatening weather 
events.

For more information on Impact-based 
Warnings, visit weather.gov/impacts.

IBW warnings are depicted as polygons to display where the threat 
area is for an ongoing hazard. The above Impact Graphic is used by 
NWS offices on social media to convey some of the information in 
an IBW warning.

IBW formatting 
coming soon with the 
possible use of 
Damage Threat tags.

Use IBW unique 
formatting, but do not 
include Damage 
Threat Tags or 
Warning Tags.


