~ Drought Information Statement for the

Main Hawaiian Islands

Valid March 19, 2026

Issued By: WFO Honolulu, Hl

Contact Information: w-hfo.webmaster@noaa.gov

- s : ; e This product will be updated April 14, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/hfo/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements.

Pronounced windward rainfall statewide in February, along with

widespread heavy rainfall in early March resulted in significant drought
improvement over Maui County and the Big Island.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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“r,,.»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the main Hawaiian Islands

e Akona low brought considerable heavy rainfall to the entire

state during the week of March 10-16. This feature led to U.S. Drought Monitor
significant improvement in streamflow and drought conditions
to Maui, Moloka'i, and the Big Island. z O

e Droughtintensity and Extent
o b: Remains over a small portion of

the Mauna Kea summit area of the Big Island, but was =
slightly reduced in areal coverage. Removed from the Maui
Central Valley. © Q@
o D2 (Severe Drought): Remains only over a small portion a
of the Mauna Kea summit area surrounding the D3 area.
o D1 (Moderate Drought): Remains over a small part of
leeward Moloka‘i, the Central Valley and Upcountry areas
of Maui, as well as a smaller portion of the Hamakua
District of the Big Island.
o  DO: (Abnormally Dry): Lana‘i, portions of leeward Moloka‘i
and Maui, as well as the rest of the Big Island not under
D3, D2, D1, or DO.

o None: All of Kaua‘i County, O‘ahu; eastern portions of U.S. Drought Monitor
Moloka‘i and Maui; much of the leeward Big Island and its
i Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
windward coast. (D1) (02) (03) Drought (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov DataValid: 03/17/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o One to two-category improvements
over Maui County, and the Big Island.

e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Same changes as the one-week map for
Maui County and the Big Island

o One to two-category improvements
over leeward O‘ahu

o No Change: Rest of the state.
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity

s> Link to the latest 4-week change map for the main Hawaiian Islands

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 03/17/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_HI_chng_4W.png
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e Map showing significant windward 1557305 s Louh EPACof Tk 1 e o Sauring
rainfall in February, statewide Hawails Weter Future

e Through the first two months of 2026, % @

the majority of windward areas are =
running above average, while most ‘ '
leeward areas are below average. S
e A pair of kona lows during the second Feb 2026 Rainfall
two weeks of March brought iyl
widespread heavy rain to the entire — b
island chain, especially the leeward 075 -0.99
lopes S
S : 00-2
p . . 3.00 - 3.99
o Leeward Maui County and the Big 400-499
Island received the most rainfall coo- oo
from these events, which should ~ Z=7%-7%
help bring those areas close to or -
even above average for the year — mmiw-1s
I 15.00 - 19.99
SO fa r. B 20.00 - 24.99
I 25.00 - 29.99
- 30.00+ Sources: Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
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s> Links: See/submit
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter
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Hydrologic Impacts
e  The Maui County Department of Water Supply has lifted the water shortages for West Maui and Upcountry Maui as of 3/17/26 due
to recent heavy rainfall significantly improving surface water conditions. Maui County reservoir levels have also risen as rainfall

replenishment strengthens overall water supply conditions

Agricultural Impacts
According to the HI Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity, the Waimea area of the Big Island still very dry with trouble getting
water for cattle herds in area ranches. In addition, late February rain on the windward side did not translate well to Big Island

. .
farmers in general. The Hawai i County Department of Water Service continues to receive requests for water hauling from

ranchers.

Fire Hazard Impacts
° None.

Other Impacts
° None.
Mitigation Actions
e Hawai'i County Department of Water Services: South Kohala-Lalamilo and South Hilo-HonomU areas remain under a Mandatory
Water Restriction Notice (25% reduction in water use, 50% reduction for irrigation customers). South Kohala-Waimea and South
Hilo-Hakalau areas under a Water Conservation Notice (reduce usage by 10%)

Maui County Department of Water Supply: Water restrictions lifted
National Weather Service

Honolulu, HI
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

& Drought Outlook
4y =3> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
Seasonal (3-month) Drought Outlook
% O For March 19 through June 30, 2026
e Droughtis expected to end over most of the
remainder of the state over the next 3 m
months.
N
e Probabilities continue to favor above normal D) Q‘:)
precipitation over the entire state into the a
first part of the summer, partly associated
with predicted positive SST anomalies near
the islands.
e Most climate models are predicting a >
transition to ENSO-neutral conditions within '
the next month and continuing through most
of the Spring. Drought Is Predicted To...
Links to the latest: Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Lhrsom S B m AL T s Pl mmremimonsrol mesr e Fimreriiiisormss et linAdabad: 7121 122

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

