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Flooding Importance



Flooding is Deadly!

In the 4 year period from 

2014 to 2017, more

people have died in Texas 

from flooding than all 

other weather hazards 

combined.
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Flood Fatalities

Data from NWS National Hazard Statistics
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TEXAS FLOOD FATALITIES BY SHELTER FROM 
2014-2016

Half of the flood fatalities 
in Texas occurred while 
people were in their car.

2017 was skewed due to 
Hurricane Harvey. In 
2017, there were 33 
flood fatalities in the 

water and 19 in vehicles. 



Houston Floods: April 18, 2016



Flood Fatalities



Recent Big Floods... 

And other historic floodsĮ
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Flooding Types and Causes



What Causes Flooding?
ǒ Intense rainfall

ǒ Rain over several days

ǒ Dam/levee failures

ǒ High tides or storm surge

ǒ Snowmelt

ǒ Ice or debris jams



Flood Products



A Watch is issued when conditions are favorable to occur. 

Flash Flood Warning (green polygon)

Example 
only

Example 
only

Watch vs Warning

A Warning is issued when the threat is occurring or imminent, threatening life or 

property. 


