~ Drought Information Statement for

Kansas

Valid March 22, 2026

Issued By: WFQ Wichita

A - Contact Information: w-ict.webmaster@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated as drought conditions warrant.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/ICT/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

e Mostly below average precipitation and mild
temperatures has supported drought creeping

back into portions of Kansas
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& Kansas Drought Monitor (as of March 17th)
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o D2 (Severe Drought): Small portion of
northwest KS, and far southeast KS

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of far
northwest KS, and southern KS

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Larger portion of -
northwest KS, northeast KS, and southern  us.orougntmonitor
half of KS

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 03/17/26
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-u.s.-drought-monitor-central-plains.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx

& 4-Week Drought Change
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Monitor Class Change

o Drought Worsened: 1-2
categories over southern -
half of KS, and also far
northern KS
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compared to
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_KS_chng_4W.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx

8-Week Drought Change
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Monitor Class Change

o Drought Worsened: 1-2
categories over the T
southern half of KS, and
also northern KS

o Drought Improved: 1-2 -
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_KS_chng_8W.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Inches of Precipitation Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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B 4 6 8 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/22/26

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/22/26 image courtesy of Drought.gov
image courtesy of Drought.gov

e Precipitation the past 30 days has been mostly below average across KS, although swaths of near
to above average precipitation were noted over the eastern half of KS.
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-precipitation-accumulations-(inches)-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-central-plains.png
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é Precipitation Past 90 Days
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90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

90-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/22/26 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/22/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov image courtesy of Drought.gov

e Precipitation the past 90 days has been mostly near to below average across KS, with pockets of
above average precipitation over mainly eastern KS.
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration C .
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-90-day-precipitation-accumulations-(inches)-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-90-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-central-plains.png

7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly

8

Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 03/18/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 03/18/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

e Well above average temperatures were noted the past 7 days over mainly the southwest half of KS,
with well above average temperatures statewide the past 30 days.
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-7-day-temperature-anomaly-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-temperature-anomaly-central-plains.png

Summary of Drought Impacts
ndition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

*E ”»>  Links: See/submit Co

)

Hydrologic Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Agricultural Impacts
e | atest Kansas agricultural and crop conditions per the USDA.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

o
National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kansas/Publications/Crop_Progress_and_Condition/index.php
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e Soil moisture is mostly below average across much of Kansas. Over the past month, soil moisture has mostly
decreased across the state, although some increases have been noted over portions of eastern Kansas.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://nssrgeo.ndc.nasa.gov/SPoRT/modeling/lis/conus3km/latest/midwest/vsm0-10percent_midwest_latest.gif
https://nssrgeo.ndc.nasa.gov/SPoRT/modeling/lis/conus3km/latest/midwest/rsmintdiff1mo_midwest_latest.gif
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Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

B Above [ State Boundary
Below [ Geographic Area Boundary
[ Normal | Predictive Services Area Boundary

PREDICTIVE|
SERVICES

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued: March 2, 2026

Next Issue: April 1, 2026

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
April 2026

£

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I Above State Boundary PREDICTIVE|
< SERVICES

Below [ Geographic Area Boundary

— o i 5 Map produced by
Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary Prediictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center

Boise, Idaho

Issued: March 2, 2026

Next Issue: April 1, 2026

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods,

average in April.
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The risk for significant wildland fire potential across Kansas is above average in March, and

National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

i " *3‘55 Link to Weather Prediction Center (WPC) Page

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for March 22,
2026-March 29, 2026

e Little to no meaningful , .
precipitation is expected

across Kansas through r |
March 29th ; 2d

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 03/22/26
cairtecv nf Dranoht oav
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-7-day-quantitative-precipitation-forecast-central-plains.png
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=qpf
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O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for April 1, 2026-April 30,

2026
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Monthly Temperature Outlook for April 1, 2026-April 30,

2026
l kv%‘

ﬁgﬁﬁ
S

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

|
33% 40% 50%

Precipitation and Temperature Outlook through April

e Thereis a slight signal for above average precipitation across eastern Kansas through April. There is a slight to modest

signal for above average temperatures statewide through April.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-precipitation-outlook-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-temperature-outlook-central-plains.png
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Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for April 1,
2026-June 30, 2026
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& Precipitation and Temperature Outlook through June
T«%* n *3‘5\ The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for April 1,
2026-June 30, 2026
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e Thereis a slight signal for below average precipitation across the western three-fourths of Kansas through June. There is a
modest signal for above average temperatures statewide through June.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-precipitation-outlook-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-temperature-outlook-central-plains.png

@ Drought Outlook Through June

3
“v,..»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for March 19,

e Through June, drought 026-Inea0; 2025
development and
persistence is expected
across much of the western
half of KS, and also far
southern Kansas. Some
drought improvement and
removal is possible over far
southeast KS through June

Links to the latest: DroughtIsPredicted To...
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook _
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Persist Improve

Develop No Drought
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-drought-outlook-central-plains.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

