_ Drought Information Statement for

Kansas

Valid August 27, 2026

” lIssued By: WEO Wichita

- Contact Information: w-ict.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated as drought conditions warrant.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/ICT/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

e Above average temperatures and below
average precipitation has caused drought to

creep back into Kansas the past 4 to 8 weeks
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Kansas Drought Monitor (as of Aug 18)

v, s> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor
Drought intensity and Extent
D4 (Exceptional Drought)fiNelsl=

o [EX(IULTERILI:4319): None

o D2 (Severe Drought): Small pockets
of the western half of Kansas.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of
western, central, and southern Kansas

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Much of
Kansas except the northeast quarter

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
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U.S. Drought Monitor

(D1) (D3)

(D4)
National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-u.s.-drought-monitor-central-plains.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx
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«"4'** .»> Link to Drought Monitor Change Maps

Four Week Drought
Monitor Class Change

o Drought Worsened: 1 to
3 categories across
portions of western,
central, and southern
Kansas

o Drought Improved: 1
category for small areas
of central, northern and
western Kansas

National Oceanic and

@ Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

& 4-Week Drought Change

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Kansas
4 Week

August 18, 2026
compared to
July 21, 2026
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_KS_chng_4W.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx

8-Week Drought Change
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v., .3 Link to Drought Monitor Change Maps

E ight Wee k D ro ught U.S. Drought Monitso\l;v(éleakss Change - Kansas
Monitor Class Change

o Drought Worsened: 1 to
2 categories for portions
of central and southern

Kansas .
&

o Drought Improved: 1 to | ———
. I - c i
3 categories over B oo

portions of mainly =t
sssssssssssssssss
western Kansas — P
compared to B / Ciass Improvement
June 23, 2026 ; I 5 Ciass improvement

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

m Atmospheric Administration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce chh Ita, Ka nsas


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_KS_chng_8W.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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0% 25% 50% 5% 100%
0 0.01 0.5 1 2
© | NN 100% 150% 200% 300%
2 . 4 . . 6 . 8 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/26/26
Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/26/26 image courtesv of Drought.gov

image courtesv of Drought.gov

e Precipitation the past 30 days has been well below average over mainly the southern half of
Kansas, with near to above average precipitation across generally the northern half of Kansas.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration C .
U.S. Department of Commerce chh Ita, Ka nsaS


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-precipitation-accumulations-(inches)-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-central-plains.png
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/26/26
image courtesv of Drought.gov

90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/26/26
image courtesv of Drought.gov

e Precipitation the past 90 days has been mostly near to above average across Kansas

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-90-day-precipitation-accumulations-(inches)-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-90-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-central-plains.png

Summary of Drought Impacts
ndition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

*E ”»>  Links: See/submit Co

)

Hydrologic Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Agricultural Impacts
e | atest Kansas agricultural and crop conditions per the USDA.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

o
National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kansas/Publications/Crop_Progress_and_Condition/index.php

2, ga!"\ Link to CPC Soil Moisture Page
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SPoRT—LIS 0—10 cm Soil Moisture percentile valid 27 Aug 2026
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e  Soil moisture is near to below average across much of Kansas, with small pockets of above average soil moisture over
northwest Kansas. Hot and dry weather has caused soil moisture to decrease quite a bit over mainly the eastern half of
Kansas the past 30 days.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration C .
U.S. Department of Commerce chh Ita, Ka nsas


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://nssrgeo.ndc.nasa.gov/SPoRT/modeling/lis/conus3km/latest/midwest/vsm0-10percent_midwest_latest.gif
https://nssrgeo.ndc.nasa.gov/SPoRT/modeling/lis/conus3km/latest/midwest/rsmintdiff1mo_midwest_latest.gif
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Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

September 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Bl Above [ State Boundary
Below D Geographic Area Boundary
[ Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

PREDICTIVE|
SERVICES
Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued: August 1, 2026

Next Issue: September 1, 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
October 2026
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Bl Above [ State Boundary - PREDICTIVE
5 3 SERVICES

N o Below [ Geographic Area Boundary

N — o i 5 Map produced by

Normal Predictive Services Area Bounda Tt :
—J |:J Y Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center

Boise, Idaho

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Issued: A“_Q'”St 1, 2026
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions, Next Issue: September 1, 2026
Significant wildland fires are stil possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

The risk for significant wildland fire potential across Kansas is near average through October.

National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

& September Precipitation and Temperature Outlook

v, S
“.,.» The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
Monthly Precipitation Outlook for September 1, Monthly Temperature Outlook tfor September 1,
2026-September 30, 2026 2026-September 30, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 33% 40% 50%

e Thereis a 33 to 40 percent chance for above average precipitation across generally the northeast half of Kansas in September. There is
a 33 to 50 percent chance for above average temperatures across generally the southwest half of Kansas in September

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration C .
v Wichita, Kansas

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-precipitation-outlook-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-temperature-outlook-central-plains.png
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Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for September

1,2026-November 30, 2026
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:gj Precipitation and Temperature Outlook through November
T«%* n *3‘5\ The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for September

1,2026-November 30, 2026
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® Thereis a 33 to 40 percent chance for above average precipitation across generally the western half of Kansas through
November. There is a 33 to 40 percent chance for above average temperatures statewide through November.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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National Weather Service
Wi ichita, Kansas


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-precipitation-outlook-central-plains.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-temperature-outlook-central-plains.png
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“v,..»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for August 20,
2026-November 30, 2026

e T[hrough November, drought
persistence is expected over
portions of central and e
southeast Kansas, with
drought improvement or
removal possible over
portions of the western half

Links to the latest: Drought Is Predicted To...
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Persist Improve : End Develop No Drought

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
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https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-seasonal-(3-month)-drought-outlook-central-plains.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

Feedback and Contact

For feedback, comments, or questions specific to
this Drought Information Statement please reach
out to: nws.wichita@noaa.gov

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Wi ichita, Kansas
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