Curfews impos
for area beaches

By BETTIE FENNELL

Staff Writer

Don't expectto get back onmost area
beaches today.

Evacuations for Hurricane Bertha
have turned into curfews at most
places as beach officials planned to
keep the beaches closed while they
assessed damage.

Kure Beach and Carolina Beach,
which took heavy hits Friday, could be
closed another couple of days. The
New Hanover County Sheriff's
Department, Wilmington Police
Department and National Guard are
helping keep people off those beaches
and helping start today's cleanup.

Wrightswille Beach now has power
but no water and sewer, said Sylvia
Holleman, g town spokesman. Town
officials won't let anyone on the island
until a damage assessment is done.

In North Topsail Beach, where angry
seas washed out a road and swallowed
amer, the beach could be closed sev-
eral days, ssid Mayor Marty Bostic.

In Brunswick County, officials said
they won't know if the beaches will
open until midmorming today. High-
rise bndges at Oak Iskind, Holden
Beach and Ocean Isle will get particu-
lar scrutiny.

Cleanup behind the hurricane had
begun in Wilmington and New
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Hanover County before Berthamoved
up the coast.

Wilmington officials are goingtogeta
helping hand from the Charleston
Police Department, said Charleston
Chief Reuben Greenberg, Thirty-five
officerswillarrivethismomingtotake
over traffic control and other routine
duties so Wilmington's officers can
handle other problems that only they
can handle, Chief Greenberg said.

Ciues across the country helped
Charleston after Hurricane Hugo in
1989, Chief Greenberg said. So
Charleston, he smd, is trying to repay
the debt. Charleston officers have
helped out duning Califormia earth-
quakes and hurricanes in the Virgin
Islands, Flondaand otherareas upand
down the coast. Chiel Greenberg
briefs other departments on what to
expectafter stormsand offerstoassist
with routine duties.

“We feel law enforcement is pretty
important for the first three to four
days," Chief Greenberg saud.

The American Red Cross will be out
today with county officials assessing
damage to see if the relief agency
needs additional resources. Along
with the Salvation Army. the Red
Cross will be roving with mobile units
providing food and dninks to residents
trying tocleanup.

Once power is restored, the Red
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Cross will open a service center to
interview vicums of the storm who
need food, clothing or shelter,

Meanwhile, city departments were
also making plans to help life return to
normal.

The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment planned todoa preliminary dam-
age assessment and clear major
streets Fnday evening. Work on other
streets will begin this moming, said
Gary Shellofthe Parksand Recreation
Department.

The city hadn't had time to assess
damage to its waterfront dock, which
was hit by a Navy ship that was being
scrapped by Signa Recycling. The
ship, which broke loose from its dock,
hit the gity’s dock and several private-
ly ow boats moored there, Mr.

» Shell stid.

County officialsplanned tomeetearly
today to go over their cleanup plans,
said Bruce Shell, county finance direc-
tor. Toreceive money from the Feder-
al Emergency Management Agency,
the county must follow certain guide-
lines established by FEMA, Mr, Shell
saud,

A preliminary survey of the damage
will be done early today, he sawl. The
state also plans to send in a crew to
look at the county's needs, Mr, Shell
said. But he was unsure when state
officials would amive.

For those who stayed put, arough ride

By CHRIS DAVIS
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... As Humeane Bertha swirled across
Kure Beach on Fniday, Kenneth Tesh
was shuifling pots and pans.

Hewascollecting the minwater seep-
ing through his damaged roof,

*1 put puts and pans andpuckets to
keep the carpet dry upstmres,” he sawd,
For the most part, it was a success,

While thousands evacuated beaches
across Souwtheastern North Caroling,
Mr. Tesh was one of many who deaid-
ed to stay betund. Mr, Tesh, who has
spenttime in Kure Beachoffandonfor
25 years, said he wanted to remain at
tus 2-year-vld house there as Humi-
cane Berthaclosedmn,

“ldecided tostay and protectitasbest
T could,” smd Mr, Tesh, “lt wasn't as
bad as [ feared, but [ feltitshakealitle
bita time or two,”

He boarded up all the windows, but
peeked out a door to see bluck ohjects
flying anud the windand mun, His shin-
gles,

*You could just see shingles flying
aeverywhere, [t made a ternble nuise,
It sounded like the roof was coming
off,” smd Mr. Tesh, 59, who lives in
Midway but spends much of his sum-
mers at his beach house,

He sent hus wite, Nellie, ta stay with
theirr daughter and her family nocth of
Wilmungton, but deaded Thursday
mght tu stay belund and watch the
huuse, at 747 Fort Fisher Bivd,

Mustofthe shingleson the northside
of the house blew off and sume water
seeped mnto the lower floor, Uther-
Wise, it was mostly intact,

He wasn't alone in chuosing to ride
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A downed power line sparks (night) at Secand and Marstellar streets Frday
atternoon as firefighters survey the damage.

out the storm.

Aswinds begantokick up late Friday
morming, Pete Astuske was putting
plywuud over the last few uncovered
winduws on his home in Long Beach,
Althuugh he hadn't lost power, he smd
tree himbs were whipping past his win-
dows,

The Astoskes' decision to stay.
proved important to a handful of kit-
tens the famuly found crying in the
storm. Mr. Astoske's wife, Susan, res-
cued the three Kittens, hoping theic
owners could reclaim them when the
StOrm passus,

At Woghtsville Beach, Buddy Wiles
was determuned to protect his proper-
ty. Alter tawn obficials tumed uff the
puwer, Mr. Wiles sad he had little to
do but watch the wind and quin batter
thecoast,

He was looking forward fo Bertha's

passage. "If they let us leave, we'll go
outand get dinner. [fnot, we'll sit here
around the lantem and eat Beanie-
Weanies," Mr, Wiles said, loughing,
In Surt City, Edna and Jim Mal®im
decided to nde out the storm in thewr
apartment, along with their four chil-
drenand aneighbur,
"1 can hear the shingles peel off the
roof,” Mrs, Malcolm saidaround 2 p.m,
It was the first hurmcane for the Mal-
colmy, who moved frum Delawaretwo
yeurd ago after buying the Blue Roof
Inn and neighboring sub shup.
Tounstsin the inn's nine ruoms all left
Wednesday, Mrs. Malculm said,
At Ucean Isle Beach, pulice were
determuned to get everyone off the
island, making une last sweep Thurs-
day night. Ufficers found two people
hiding out in their huuse, The glow of
their television gave them away,
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