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™ INTHE EYE OF THE STORM

Hurricane
takes aim
for area’s
coastline

By JEFF SELINGO
and SCOTT WHISNANT
Slaff Wraters

Hurricane Fran berreled toward the Southeastern
Morth Carolina coast Thursday, causing weather
forecasters to predict what should be obvious by now:
The storm was headed for a major clash with our coast.

The hurricane was expected to make landfall early
this morning near the North Carolina-South Carolina
line, just before high tide.

Fran began turning northward Wednesday and con-
tinued that track Thursday, changing its predicted
point. of landfall from Charleston, 5.C.. to Myrtle
Beach, 5.C., and finally to the North Carolina line.
Richard Anthony, meteorologist at the National
Weather Service in Wilmington, said forecasters first
predicted a front in Tennessee would clear out, allow-
ing Fran to barrel in on Georgia or South Carolina. But
[The from held, he said, pushing the storm northward,
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Instead, the combination of the powerful, fast -
ing hurricane and high tige could mean storm surges
ranging from 12 to 16 feet along the coast, said the
Weather Service. Storm surges, the most deadly part
of a hurricane, are walls of water that come ashore
during a hurricane. They are worse during high tide.

High tide was between 2 am and 3 am. today at
North Carolina's southern beaches.

A locally based coastal geologist predicted even
higher storm surges.

If the storm made landfall around Myrtle Beach,
surges could reach 21 feet in Brunswick County and
17 feet at Bald Head Island, said Dan Pearson, who is
studying the storm as he rides it out near Wrightsville
Heach.

The northeast section of Fran is the storm's
strongest area. So if the storm hits northern South
Carolina, the Wilinington area would get the brunt of
the storm.,

A huge storm surge would flood most islands, Mr.
Pearson said.

“Anything above 21 feet would be sticking out of the
water,” Mr. Pearson said. "And waves of a couple of
fect would be splashing at the tops of those struc-
tures.”

The storm may also create new inlets, particularly
inthe Pamlico and Albemarle sounds behind the Outer
Banks, he said. But it could happen at barrier islands
near here.

Water could rush into waterways and sounds behind
barrier istands, already bulging with water from recent
heavy ruing. After the storm passes, the water will
want to ebb back to the ocean, and the switch in winds
will drive the water that way, also. o

Mr. Pearson said anywhere there is a deep water-
, such as one dredged to make room for
narrow section of the island, water could
island Lo get Lo the ocean — and create a new
inlet. Wrightsville Beach is an example of a barrier
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Presstime was early

Today's Moming Star was closed early to
allow printing to be completed before Hur-
ricane Fran knocked out power to our
presses. It contains information available by
mid-afternoon Thursday as Fran remained
offshore.

Delivery may be delayed, as hurricane’'con-
ditions are expected over much of our circu-
lation area during normal delivery times. We
apologize if your paper has been delayed,
but the safaty of our carriers comes first.

In Fran's aftermath, the Moming Star will
provide news updates on our StarLine tele-
phane service, at 762-1996, and on our World
‘Wide Web sile, hitp.//stamews.wilmington.-
natf

Map shows th of force winds from
the eye of Hurricane Fran, Viathe Internet fromthe
Center for Ocean-Land Atmosphera Studies of the
Institute of Global Environment and Society, a

offshore waves were as larpe as 22 feet.

Forecasters expected the storm to strengthen as it
passed through the warm Gulf Stream Thursday eve-
ning. The increase in forward speed is bad news for
those living inland in the path of the storm. The
Weather Service predicted hurricane force winds as
far a8 100 miles inland.

The Wenther Service also predicted 5 to 10 inches
of rain,

Mr. Anthony said many beach structures won't be
able to withstand hours of heavy wind, He snid the
storm really isn't comparable anymure to Hugo, the
major hurricane that hit Charleston in 1989, Hugo was
moving forward a little faster, and this storm has taken
a different track, he said,

Instead, the sturm more closely resembles one any
oldiimer here can tell you abvut — the vaunted Hur-
ricane Hazel of 1954,

island where this could happen, he said.

Another problem posed by Fran is the length of time
the storm will likely batter the coast. Mr, Anthony said
the area would get hurricane-force winds starting at 5
p.m. Thursday and lasting into this morning, Mr. Pear-
8on said those strong winds would last even lunger.

At 1 p.m., the center of Hurricane Fran was near
latitude 32.0 north, longitude 77.6 west or about 140
miles south-southeast of the North Carolina-South
Carolina line, The storm had increased its forward
speed to 16 mph and had maximum sustained winds of
115 mph and gusts to 130 mph, Mr. Anthony said
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Rex Bennetl packs indirt Thursday in a doorway of the
building where he planned to ride outthe storm in
Carolina Beach. The sign is & reference to Hurricane
Hazel, a powerful storm thatwalloped the area in 1954

HURRICANE EVACUATION / Utility companies preparing for massive cleanup

Thousands seek shelter from the storm

stressed that anybody staying in the region

Ul 1TEET b E 1T il 4

Frum staff reports
All of Southeastern North Carolina mobi-

Emergency officials throughout the region

should hunker down throughout the storm,
and expect to hunker down after the storm

ated by nuen, and emergency officials were

strongly recommending that people in low-
lying arcas and mobile homes leave for safer
shelter,

Smth, administrator of the day shelier for

homeless people.
The Good Shepherd House, which al
serves a hot lunch on weckdays, will ln
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