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F AFTER HURRICANE FRAN ;

POWERLESS

Fran called
worst storm in
CP&Ls history

By BETTIE FENNELL
g Wrier

Because of damage from Hur-

ticane Fran, Carolina Powes 4
t Co. is having to rebuild a sig-
nificant part of its system.

Many people consider devasta-
tion from Hurricane Hazel in 1954
28 3 benchmark, but CP&L may
use Fran, which has taxed re-
sources and manpowet in the
Southeastern United States.

“I've never seen anything like
said Bill Cavenaugh, CP&L
president and chief executive offi-
cer. In terms of such widespread
damage, Mr. Cavenatgh said, Fran
fs the worst sorm in CP&L's his-

The company, however, still
hopes to have power service re-
stored to 97 pevcemn( its custom-
ersby Fri
Phili H Morgan of Brunswick
Electric Membership Corp. said
there were still fewer than 1,000
customers wi
A spokesman for Four County
Electric Membership Corporation
4 ikcat T peent o af e
tomers have power, All 26,000
it
Duplin, Pender and Sampson coun-
ties had lost electric service.

‘T've never seen
anything like it."

Bil Cavenaugh
CP&L president and CEQ

Updates weren't available Mon-
day from Four County electric co-
aperative.

CP&L’s president said Fran
caused three times as much dam-
age as Hurricane Bertha, which
cost the company about $8 million.

‘To help restore power, tree
crews and linemen from the South-
east, north to Pennsylvania and llli-
nois and as far west a8 Arkansas
and Louisiana have converged on
North Carolina.

Finding rooms for the workers
has been a logistics nightmare
across the state because of the
narber of people Who le: hur-
ricane-ravaged areas

EP .. made apleaor 150 rooms
in people's houses that have elec-
triciy. People vith rooms should
call CP&L at 256-722:

The company has lalked with
New Hanover County school offi-
cials about housing some workers

Ploase see POWER on page 44

Finding rooms for electrical workers has been a
across the state. Some may and up sleeping in school gyms.

S g W MU IER

logistics nightmare

‘ERISCOPE

Stuart Carter surveys the water at his home off Shaw Highway, between Rocky Point and Burgaw. The water is fro

St 15
the Northeast Cape Fear River.

River still rising in Pender

By ANNE MINARD

Star-Neies Corvesponent

expected to crest late Wedne:

mouth of the Cape: Fear, they will

could get wir:

measured 14 feet above the flood
from 17 feet Sunday.
But Mrs. Ireland said a storm sy:

LORIDA? GEORGIA? WILMINGTON? NO

BURGAW — The Northeast Cape Fear River con-
tinued to defy its banks Monday, sending swilt, tea-
colored water toward Jawns, Toads and homes.

Pender County emergency officials said the river is

Forecasters with the National Weather Service said
‘Wilmington residents need not worry. By the time the
floodwaters brought by Hurricane Fran reach the

tide, said meteorologist Chuck Holizi
Pender Cmmly hasn't been 23 fortunate, and things

the Clne Fear goes dovwn, we're gumg to
have a bickiuz of flooding into Pender County,” said
Shari Ireland of the Weather Service in Wil

She said she hasn't received water level readings
since Sunday from Lock and Dam No. 2 at Elizabeth-
town because high water is keeping boats from the

gauges,
Farther north, the river was falling in Blzden Coun-
ty. A Monday afternoan reading at Lock and

The flooding should not affect
the immediate Wilmington area.
It likely will just seem like a
very high river tide.

seem like a high

nmm..

Between Si
Hill

m No. 3
Vg thé, down

stem predicted for

Saying the unthmkable. Hortense

By JEFF SELINGO

St Wrir

—.

CAC A There's no limit to the number
nAVOWWOROZ12_ 00N 1041 | of hurricanes that can hit one area

onE in a single season.

e That's why local forecasters are
ook 16 DEATHS 4| eeping a close eye on Hurricane
COMICS 7| Hortense, aribbe-

Section C L
e A cold front moving across the

B Y 1d bloe
groms 14 Mower S8 | country could lock the storm from
ion D it up the East Coast. But the same

ED cold front and ane tat s fllowing
LFESTYLE 140  MOVIES 4 cluse belind could o keep the
TELEVISION 4 CLASSFIED 410

orm off the mainiand and oy
Bring rough scas boNorsh Carolna.

~We'roat the sl o uricane
season now, and people need o b
e
St et & cteaiogk
ith the National Weather Service
in Wilmington,

In the meantime, both cold

|
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Power

Continued from page 1A
in school gymnasiums,

While trying to keep power res.
toration maving as fast as possible,
company offials are lonking ner-
vously southward at Hurricane
Hortense charning in the Caribbe-

e East Coast doesn't need an-

Another storm, he said, would
e a major problem far both local

and out-of-state workers, who ar
spending long hours on Ahe inh
hereand will need a long rest when
they're finished. But they wmlld be
dispatched to the next hurricane-
g area f noced, be sedl,

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1996

Fran has also taxed resources,
At one time, CPL had doubts
whether there were ennugh re-
facement powcr poles available in
the Southeast. It ordered all the
r poles ita suppicrs have in
Bouth Camiina, Geore
roe. Keontieky and Vi
The company that supplics
transformers to CP&L is going to
start turing out 120 a day until
CPSL tells i 0 stop.

. offieials said they had
i e
Defore Fran. Those that can be
repaired are being taken to the
shop to be refurbished and sent
ack out to %o up on pales, com-
pany officials sai

company has rented g vari-
cty.of equipmen and vehicles ike
helicopters, airplancs and military-
type half-tracks to reach SW-'IH’IFY
areas and remote locations.
1¢’s those hard-to-reach and se-

mtectedbym
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'lhe Safevﬁm:h' Plus
system incl
“Two door mm detect ey

movement mside your home and bu

Grime fighter.

Interor alarm heips alert you 0 an nusion
ectionic motion detector heips detect

ness.
Electronlc keypad unit ams. disarms, and conlrols your syste.

Central station monitoring provides protection 24 hous  dzy. 7 days 8 week.

paths of
Hurricane |
Hortense i

fronts are going to bring rain to the
region. At least another 2 inche:
expected tonight and Wednesday,
Mrs, Ireland sad

“Flooding conditions are still
going 1o be a problem,” she said,

erely damaged srcas that il
slow recovery, Cl

s s e et
be extremely challenging, because
this i going to be the hardest part
of (e job,” said Mr, Cavenaugh,

Areas hardest hit include Kure
Beach the communitics of
Wrightshora, Riegelwood, Delco
and Hlly R rs Neck,

o subdivi-
54M|s. saul freu I'mdln. vitc presi-
dent for t ling from
lmcmaw !‘v to the cnm

ater damage to individual me-
ters will slow restoration o
to beach hauses, M, Pittillo

He said 99 percent of the com-
pany's customers in the region
were without power immediately
aiter the storm.

Fran also destroyed 1,000  poles
and 500 miles of line in the

Statewide, the storm broke
about 4.000 poles and ripped dawn
1,000 miles of line, Mr. Cavenaugh
during a news conference

NEED MONEY?

b Vil oty 25

1740 66.4w
L1 pan Monday,the center of
Hurricane Hortense was locate

nar lntitude, 174 Rorth, longitude
66,4 west, The storm was moving
toward northwest at 7 mph with
maimum sustained winds of 80

mph.

Forecasters at the National Hur-
ricane Center are predicting the
storm will hit the Florida Keys if

watel

to wateh the chumlr\g s:a
National Weather Service

hurriedly issued a hurricane warn-

ing for Puerte Rico late Monday

morming and authorities posted a

hurrcang watch or the

's south co

orecasters calld Hortense, the

eighth storm and third hurricane

the Atlantic season, yolatile and

dangerous.

; AFTER HURRICANE FRAN

Monday in the company's cestern

sion office on Market
Stveet. A goneretor hurimed in the
background because the office
didn't have power.

Despite the prablems, about
half million of the company’s
760,000 customers statewide had
power restored by Monday. That
leaves 222,000 statewide without
electricity —about half of them be-
tween Interstate 95 and the coast.

And it will be days before many
of those get their power back,
Thunderstorms and torrential
rains have hompered the recovery,
CPE&L officials said.

rday mamming, after Fran cut a

swath from the coast noth to

percent o
CP&L's customers had electricity.

As CP&L gets lines repaired,
Time Warner Cable in Wilmingion
is restoriag cable televison serv:
ielp from crews from
other Tirie Wamer dompinics.

the area late tonight and early Wednesday could bring
‘more bad news for riverfront residents.
"More rises are possible through the end of this
week,"” she said. “Right now, it's hard to say how
gh."

The river’s overflow made the following Pender

Road, Bond Ruad, Croomsbridge Road and Lizard
Lick Trail. Flooding was alsa reported near the Wild-
life Resources boating access on U.S. 117 at the New
Hanover County line.

Flooding farther north near Chinquapin in Duplin
County, where residents were evacuated Sunday, ap-
peared o be subsiding Monday, Duplin County offi-

JohnWells Jr. (right) and Luther Gore push Mr. Wells' car mllnfa fiooded
section of N.C. 53 outside Burgaw. They were trying to gat to Jacksonville.

g 11w
Debbie Bessette of Watha s all
smiles as she camies off a 40-

pound bag of ice handed out by the
Red Cross in Burgaw. 'This stuff is

Please see FLOODS au page 44 Ilke gold," she said.

Father of bluegrass dies

Bill Monrog, who laid the foundation of country music as the
universally vewumzeﬂ father of bluegrass, died Monday In
Springfield, Tenn. He was 84, Story, 3A
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THINK HOME
EQUITY LOANS!

water rushed mmﬂﬂsly toward

Floods

Continued from page IA

CITIZEN’S TRUST
MORTGAGE

« 15t and 2nd Morigages
' cat 15YEAR| § 92.70
' mgm?wﬂwt et 15YEAR | $281.75
+ No Up Frant Fees 15YEAR | $463.51
$100,000 15YEAR | $927.01
792_1 581 \\g“‘, ro 517 5 iner o Demig Kpphearis.

NEXT TIME...
BE READY...

jﬁ_ﬂ With an inventory of

cials said a shelter at Chinquapin
School was closed

after no one showed up Sunday
Riverside residents in Pender
County, who had seemed almost
chipper as waters began to rise
Sunday,were e they moved
again —

autsiE veLuaTon 1o uscass REEEER S
1120 Sipyaed Bovievard, Wik oe Lanier was one of about 20
bl il |2 aho paddied boats Sun-
diy to the stll-dry end of Capt
Fear Drive off N.C. 5.

On Monday, e led his 4-year-
old grandson, clad in a lifejacket, up
the same street in a boat. He
plamed o send him withrelaives

Virgi
e Hnllanrl's Shelter Creek,

low-lying areas, wi L
Fbt Jocis Tapcopingox evea
some residents' front doors.
Though 3 fcet of water sur-
rounded the shed and submerged
the ir conditioner in Daniel Ram-
sey's back yard, he considered
himself Tucky so far. He still had
several inches to spare before the
brown water invaded his iome.
“Hmsickaltis. .. e ssld M.
Ramsey and his brother, Oral Rati-
sey, o thei ect inthe swl-
len river froma ing, neara
pontoon boat ey ute 1 go for
supplies.
Mr. Ramsey and his neighbors,

peak of the August 1992 floo
which caused $1 millian in damage
to the same areas of Pender Coun-
.
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