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Regional Weather Summary

As is typical this time of the year, March saw quite a bit of 
variability in temperatures and precipitation types throughout the 

month. While we did have a few days of observed snowfall, we also 
had several days of heavy rainfall and notable severe weather 
events. The active weather pattern this month resulted in well 

above normal temperature and precipitation values.
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Temperatures

Temperatures were quite variable throughout the month of March, 
with daytime highs ranging anywhere from the 20s to the 80s. However, the 
theme of the month was certainly the warmer temperatures that were 
observed, with all 3 major climate sites ending 7-9 degrees above normal for 
the month.
 Even though the monthly average was well above normal, we 
observed temperature extremes on both sides throughout the month. In the 
first full week of March, we started with daytime highs that were nearly 10 
degrees below normal. By the end of the first week, daytime highs were nearly 
30 degrees above normal as temperatures reached the middle 70s, setting new 
records. 
 The coldest part of the month arrived on the 17th as highs remained 
in the 20s. This was nearly 20 degrees below normal values. After the 17th, the 
rest of the month generally saw above normal temperatures, with multiple 
days being 20+ degrees above normal. 
 Numerous temperature records were broken during the month of 
March, mainly for record daytime highs. The month would end with record 
high minimums being set as overnight lows remained in the 60s on the 31st. 
 
 

Site
Avg Temp 

(°F)
Avg High 
Temp (°F)

Avg Low Temp
(°F)

Departure From 
Normal

(°F)

Maximum 
Temperature

(°F)

Minimum 
Temperature

(°F)

Cincinnati 
(CVG)

52.2 63.2 41.2 +8.6 86 on 22nd 18 on 17th 

Columbus 
(CMH)

49.5 60.4 38.5 +7.9 86 on 22nd 20 on 17th/18th 

Dayton 
(DAY)

49.0 60.0 38.0 +6.9 86 on 22nd 18 on 17th/18th 
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Temperatures (Continued)

Temp Graph / Graphic #1 

Temp Graph / Graphic #2 
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Precipitation

The Ohio Valley saw a very active weather pattern during the 
month of March, which contributed to the above normal precipitation values 
for all 3 major climate sites. 
 Some frozen precipitation would continue to fall during the month 
of March. However, observed snowfall was pretty limited overall given the 
extremely warm temperatures. The colder temperatures at the beginning of 
the month resulted in over an inch of snowfall at Dayton and Columbus, with 
Cincinnati only receiving a trace. Any other days with snow were pretty limited 
through mid-March. The last accumulating snowfall for the month was on the 
16th-17th, which was associated with a strong cold front that brought the 
coldest temperatures of the month. 
 The light snow that was observed at the beginning of the month 
was quickly replaced by rainfall, and lots of it. Our big 3 sites recorded over 2” 
of rain just in the first full week, with some locations already approaching the 
full monthly average for precip. Another good slug of rainfall came on the 11th, 
which was associated with storms that produced flooding and severe weather, 
including 3 EF0 tornadoes. Several more days with thunderstorm activity would 
help contribute to the seasonably wet month, as high as 2+ inches above 
monthly normals at Dayton and Columbus. 

Site
Total

Precipitation
(in.)

Departure 
From Normal

(in.)

Max Daily 
Precipitation

(in./date)

Total
Snowfall

(in.)

Max Daily Snowfall
(in./date)

Cincinnati (CVG) 5.82 +1.66 1.43 3rd - 4th 0.3 0.2” 16th

Columbus (CMH) 5.62 +2.00 1.75
26th - 
27th 

3.6 3.0” 2nd

Dayton (DAY) 5.96 +2.46 1.70 2nd 2.0 1.7 2nd 
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Precipitation (Continued)
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March Precipitation Departure from Normal



Severe Weather (March 11, 2026)
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High Wind Event (March 13, 2026)
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April Outlook

The latest outlook from the Climate Prediction Center favors warmer 
and wetter than normal conditions across the Ohio Valley for the 
month of April. 

Site Normal Avg 
Temp (°F)

Normal 
High (°F)

Normal
Low (°F)

Cincinnati 
(CVG)

54.6 65.5 43.7

Columbus 
(CMH)

53.2 64.1 42.2

Dayton 
(DAY)

53.7 64.5 42.9

Site
Normal

Precipitation
(in.)

Normal 
Snowfall 

(in.)

Cincinnati 
(CVG)

4.53 0.4

Columbus 
(CMH)

3.85 0.5

Dayton 
(DAY)

4.46 0.4

Upcoming Temperature Outlook Upcoming Precipitation Outlook
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April-June Outlook

A transition from La Nina to ENSO-neutral conditions is 
expected to occur this month, with ENSO-neutral favored through 
May-July 2026 (55% chance). This is a result of rapid warming that is 
expected to occur in the eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean. 
 Across the Ohio Valley, there is a favorable signal for 
warmer than normal temperatures from April-June. Meanwhile, the 
precipitation signal is weaker, with portions of central OH up to the 
Great Lakes leaning to above normal precipitation values, whereas the 
Tristate area has equal chances for below, near normal or above 
normal precipitation. 

Three-Month (AMJ) 
Temp. Outlook
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Three-Month (AMJ) 
Precip. Outlook
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